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Week Ending Friday, November 1, 2002

The President’s Radio Address 
October 26, 2002

America’s health care system has advan-
tages no other nation can match but also 
challenges we cannot ignore. The quality of 
American medicine is excellent. Yet too many 
Americans live in communities lacking good 
clinics and basic health care. Others are 
forced to wait for new medical devices that 
are delayed in an overburdened approval 
process. And the high cost of prescription 
drugs is placing a heavy financial burden on 
many Americans, especially our seniors. 

This week, we are taking steps to address 
all of these problems. Today I have signed 
legislation that will expand the number of 
community health centers across the country. 
Community health centers are America’s 
health care safety net, providing prenatal 
care, checkups, and preventative treatments 
to anyone who walks in the door. They serve 
more than a million people, mainly in remote 
areas or in inner-city neighborhoods, places 
where too many people do not have the ac-
cess to the quality health care they deserve. 

I have set a goal of creating 1,200 new 
and expanded community health centers by 
the year 2006. The bill I signed today will 
help my administration achieve this goal. If 
Congress funds my budget request for these 
important health centers, we can help an ad-
ditional 1 million Americans get health care 
in 2003 and 4 million more by 2006. 

Also today I’m signing legislation that pro-
vides faster access to safe and effective med-
ical devices. Each year, American companies 
are creating new technologies to save and im-
prove lives, technologies like coronary stints 
and increasingly sophisticated pacemakers, 
which have helped reduce the death rate 
from heart disease by 35 percent since 1980. 

Medical devices are often very complex 
and require careful testing before they’re ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion. But the FDA is overwhelmed by the 

volume of new technologies, making delays 
more frequent and undermining the quality 
of device reviews. Under the new law, we’re 
going to speed up and improve the approval 
process. Companies that manufacture med-
ical devices will be required to pay a reason-
able fee to the FDA, so the FDA can afford 
more expert staff to conduct thorough re-
views within reasonable time limits. The en-
tire Nation will benefit from a faster approval 
of lifesaving innovations. 

Earlier this week, I also announced action 
to bring lower cost generic drugs to market 
more quickly. Right now, some brand-name 
drug companies are using legal maneuvers 
to delay the approval of generic drugs, some-
times for years. We’re setting new limits on 
those delays. By reducing the public’s wait 
for quality generic drugs, we will reduce the 
cost of prescriptions in this country by more 
than $3 billion each year. These savings will 
help employer health plans, State Medicaid 
programs, and seniors who buy medicines on 
their own. 

On health care reform, we still have much 
work ahead of us. I applaud the House of 
Representatives for passing a prescription 
drug benefit for seniors and for its efforts 
to fix the Nation’s badly broken medical li-
ability system, which is driving up the cost 
of medicine and driving good doctors out of 
the profession. I’m disappointed that the 
Senate has failed to act on these important 
reforms. 

With these reforms and the actions we 
have taken this week, we will bring the bene-
fits of our health care system into the lives 
of more Americans. Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:35 p.m. on 
October 25 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 26. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on October 25 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address.
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Vicente Fox of Mexico and 
an Exchange With Reporters in
Los Cabos, Mexico 
October 26, 2002

[President Fox made opening remarks in 
Spanish, and no translation was provided.] 

President Bush. Vicente, thank you for 
inviting us here. This is a very beautiful part 
of the world, and we’re so honored you’re 
hosting this convention. 

We did have a very good discussion, but 
I’m not surprised. After all, we’re close 
friends. We discussed trade. We discussed 
commerce. We did discuss migration. Ever 
since I have been the President and Vicente 
has been the President, we have had a mu-
tual desire to deal with the migration issue 
in a way that recognizes reality and in a way 
that treats the Mexican citizens who are in 
the United States with respect. And we will 
continue to work on this issue. 

And we did talk about world peace and 
Iraq. Mexico is a member of the Security 
Council. We discussed how to keep the world 
peaceful, how to hold people to account, how 
to make sure the United Nations is effective. 
And I appreciate so very much the President 
and the Foreign Minister’s desire to consult 
closely with the United States as we move 
forward to making the world more peaceful. 

So we’re—it’s an honor to be here. It’s 
going to be a very important conference, 
being held in a beautiful spot and hosted by 
a good friend, Mr. President. 

We’ll take a couple of questions. 

Immigration 
Q. President Bush, we know that—we un-

derstand President Fox was going to talk to 
you about the impact that your subsidies 
would eventually have on Mexican illegal mi-
gration to the U.S. Did you have an answer 
for him? 

President Bush. Ask the question again—
agricultural subsidies? 

Q. Migration——
President Bush. Oh, yes. Well, here’s the 

answer. The answer is, the long-term answer 
for the migration issue is to work a way that 
encourages commerce on both sides of the 

border, so people can find jobs here in Mex-
ico, for starters. That’s the long-term solu-
tion. 

And the short-term solution, we’ve got to 
recognize that wage differentials are going 
to cause people to want to come to the 
United States. And when they come to the 
United States, we’ve got to work to make 
sure they’re treated with respect. And the 
issue is, how do we recognize the reality of 
two societies with a wage differential the way 
they are? Here on the border, the wage dif-
ferential is narrowing—or on the border, 
wage differential is narrowing, so the migra-
tion pressure tends to come from interior of 
Mexico and the south of Mexico. 

And one of the things that the President 
and I have discussed in the past is, how best 
to develop industry together in the midst of 
Mexico, in the south of Mexico, so that peo-
ple are more likely to find work at home. 

Heidi [Heidi Pryzbyla, Bloomberg News]. 
Oh, sorry. 

North Korea 
Q. A senior administration official told us 

this morning that the goal with North Korea 
is to isolate them. What is your strategy for 
doing that without winding up in the same 
position that we were in, in 1994, with a 
failed agreement? 

President Bush. Well, I’m glad you asked 
a senior administrative official. Our goal is 
to work with our friends in the region to con-
vince Kim Chong-il to disarm. I made a posi-
tive step yesterday in Crawford when the 
President of China made a public declaration 
that—he said, ‘‘Like the United States, we 
share the desire to make sure the Korean 
Peninsula is nuclear weapons free.’’

Right after this meeting with President 
Fox, I’ll be meeting with the leaders of Japan 
and South Korea, where we’ll continue this 
dialog. So the strategy is to make sure that 
our close friends and our allies and people 
with whom we’ve got relations work in con-
cert to convince Mr. Kim Chong-il that a nu-
clear-weapons-free peninsula is in his inter-
ests; it’s in South Korea’s interests, and it is 
in the world’s interests. 

[At this point, a reporter asked a question 
in Spanish. President Bush and President Fox 



1867Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 26

responded in Spanish, and no translation was 
provided.] 

U.N. Resolution on Iraq 
Q. For President Fox—it’s the same ques-

tion, basically. For President Fox, are you 
prepared to support the U.S. position at the 
U.N. and vote for a resolution authorizing 
force? 

And for President Bush, are there any con-
sequences for nations that don’t support our 
position at the U.N.? 

President Bush. The only consequence, 
of course, is with Saddam Hussein. And if 
the U.N. does not pass a resolution which 
holds him to account and that has con-
sequences, then as I have said in speech after 
speech after speech, if the U.N. won’t act, 
if Saddam Hussein won’t disarm, we will lead 
a coalition to disarm him. 

Q. President Fox? 

[President Fox responded to the question in 
Spanish, and no translation was provided.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Las 
Ventanas al Paraiso Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Foreign Minister Jorge Castaneda of 
Mexico; General Secretary Kim Chong-il of North 
Korea; President Jiang Zemin of China; President 
Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Joint United States-Japan-Republic 
of Korea Trilateral Statement 
October 26, 2002

Today President George W. Bush, Presi-
dent Kim Dae-Jung, and Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi met to reaffirm their com-
mitment to a peaceful Korean peninsula free 
of nuclear weapons. 

The three leaders agreed that North Ko-
rea’s program to enrich uranium for nuclear 
weapons is a violation of the Agreed Frame-
work, the Non-Proliferation Treaty, North 
Korea’s IAEA safeguards agreement, and the 
South-North Joint Declaration on 
Denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. 
The three leaders called upon North Korea 
to dismantle this program in a prompt and 
verifiable manner and to come into full com-

pliance with all its international commit-
ments in conformity with North Korea’s re-
cent commitment in the Japan-North Korea 
Pyongyang Declaration. In this context, the 
three leaders agreed to continue close co-
ordination. 

The three leaders stressed their commit-
ment to resolve this matter peacefully in 
close consultation trilaterally and with other 
concerned nations around the globe. 

The three leaders agreed that South-North 
dialogue and the opening of Japan-DPRK 
normalization talks can serve as important 
channels to call upon the North to respond 
quickly and convincingly to the international 
communities’ demands for a denuclearized 
Korean peninsula. President Kim briefed 
that during the recent South-North Ministe-
rial Meeting held in Pyongyang, the South 
strongly urged North Korea to take imme-
diate action for a prompt and peaceful reso-
lution of the nuclear issue. Prime Minister 
Koizumi reiterated that Japan-DPRK nor-
malization should promote not only bilateral 
relations with North Korea, but also con-
tribute to peace and stability of the region. 
In this regard, Prime Minister Koizumi 
stressed that Japan-North Korea normaliza-
tion talks would not be concluded without 
full compliance with the Pyongyang Declara-
tion between Japan and North Korea, in par-
ticular with regard to the security issues, in-
cluding the nuclear issue, and abduction 
issues. President Bush reiterated his Feb-
ruary statement in South Korea that the 
United States has no intention of invading 
North Korea as well as the fact that he had 
been prepared to pursue a bold approach to 
transforming U.S.-DPRK relations. 

The three leaders noted the potential for 
North Korea to benefit from greater partici-
pation as a member of the international com-
munity. However, the three leaders agreed 
that North Korea’s relations with the inter-
national community now rest on North Ko-
rea’s prompt and visible actions to dismantle 
its program to produce highly enriched ura-
nium for nuclear weapons. 

With a view to contributing to regional as 
well as international peace and stability, the 
three leaders reaffirmed that continued close 
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consultations and trilateral coordination re-
main vital to the success of their efforts to-
wards North Korea. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks in Phoenix, Arizona 
October 27, 2002

Thank you all. Governor, thanks for that 
kind introduction. You know, it wasn’t all that 
long ago that a lot of people were saying, 
‘‘Old Matt Salmon doesn’t even have a 
chance.’’ A lot of the pundits here in the 
State of Arizona had written this good man 
off, but it looks like to me they might have 
wasted a little ink. 

A lot of people were saying, ‘‘Well, he’s 
just not going to get there.’’ My fellow Ameri-
cans and the good folks from Arizona, with 
your help, with your hard work, with your 
turning out the vote, with your joining this 
good man and his good wife, Matt Salmon 
is going to be the next Governor of Arizona. 
And I am proud to be here as one of his 
strongest supporters. 

I’m not as strong a supporter as the next 
first lady from Arizona. I’m proud that Nancy 
is here. She’s going to make a great first lady. 
Old Matt and I married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] Laura sends her best. She sends 
her best regards to the Salmons. She knows 
what it’s like to be running for office. She 
knows what it’s like to be a first lady of a 
State. She’s got all the confidence in the 
world, as do I, in the Salmon family. They 
will represent you with dignity. They’ll rep-
resent you with class. They’ll do a great job 
for everybody who lives in the State of Ari-
zona. 

I’m also proud to be up here supporting 
Rick Renzi for the United States Congress. 
I like a man who believes in family values—
all 12 of them. [Laughter] I had the privilege 
of campaigning with Rick in northern Ari-
zona, the heart of his district. He’s well liked 
there. People understand him. He’s going to 
make a fine United States Congressman. No 
question in my mind, with your help, he is 
going to win. 

I want to thank one of my Cabinet Secre-
taries for joining us today, Mel Martinez 

from the Housing and Urban Development. 
Let me tell you about Mel. He’s from Flor-
ida. There’s another Governor’s race over 
there I’m paying attention to, I might add. 
[Laughter] 

A long time ago when Mel was a little fel-
low, his parents made a difficult decision. 
They sent him to the United States from 
Cuba. They sent him in what they call Oper-
ation Pedro Pan from an island controlled 
by a dictator to the land of the free. They 
put their young lad—let him go—they stayed 
behind for a while, not certain if they could 
get out—because of what America stood for. 
And here is that little man. That Pedro Pan, 
years later, is now in the Cabinet of the Presi-
dent of the United States, doing a fabulous 
job on behalf of America. The American 
Dream is alive and well, and Mel Martinez 
represents it all. 

I’m honored to be here with my good 
friend the Governor of Arizona; I appreciate 
her service to your State, and I appreciate 
her friendship to Laura and me—Jane Dee 
Hull. Thank you, Governor. 

I want to thank Cindy McCain for coming. 
She didn’t bring John. She brought Jack. 
[Laughter] Senator McCain is out working 
hard to make sure that we change the leader-
ship in the United States Senate. I appreciate 
John McCain and Jon Kyl’s good work on 
behalf of the American people. And there’s 
a lot of reasons why we need to change the 
Senate—no more clear reason than to make 
sure the good, honest judges I put up for 
the Federal bench get a good hearing. 

We’ve got some of the members of the 
mighty Arizona congressional delegation who 
are here with us. One man not with us, but 
a man who’s done a fabulous job on behalf 
of the people of Arizona and the people of 
the United States, is the chairman, Bob 
Stump. He served with distinction. He 
served with class. And of course, we all wish 
Bob all the very best. 

I’m so proud to be up here with John 
Shadegg and Jeff Flake and big J.D. 
Hayworth. I told J.D., those of us in the polit-
ical world make a living by shaking hands, 
and I’m not shaking his anymore. [Laughter] 

I also want to thank Trent Franks, who’s 
running for the United States Congress, for 
joining us today. For those of you in Trent’s 
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district, give this good man your hard work. 
Thanks for coming, Trent. 

I know we’ve got the mayor here, Skip 
Rimsza, from the city of Phoenix. I want to 
thank you for coming, Skip. I’m proud to—
I don’t see you anywhere, but I’m proud that 
you’re here. You’re not Skip. [Laughter] 
You’re not even old enough to vote. [Laugh-
ter] But if you’re wise, you’ll follow in his 
footsteps and serve your community, like he 
does. But thank you, Mr. Mayor, for coming 
today. 

I want to thank the Mountain View High 
School Band for being here on a Sunday 
afternoon; thank you all. I appreciate you all 
coming. I’ll try to keep my short—my speech 
short, so you can go back and study. [Laugh-
ter] 

I want to thank all those of you who are 
involved in the political process for being 
here today. Obviously, you’re interested; oth-
erwise, you wouldn’t have come. But a lot 
of you are the folks at the grassroots level 
who make a tremendous difference as to 
whether or not a candidate has a chance of 
winning or not. 

For those of you who are at the grassroots, 
I want to thank you for what you’re doing 
and going to do, which is to man the phones, 
put up the signs, send the letters, remind 
your friends and fellow Arizonians they have 
an obligation to America to vote. If you’re 
living in this country, you have an obligation 
as a citizen to exercise this wonderful free-
dom. Go to your houses of worship and your 
community centers and your coffee shops 
and talk it up. Talk it up about Matt Salmon 
and your congressional candidates. Don’t be 
afraid to talk to good Democrats, either. Lis-
ten, a good Democrat knows the difference 
between a tax raiser and a tax cutter. These 
candidates are going to win, and they’re 
going to win because of you all. So thanks 
for coming, and thanks for your interest. 

The Governor’s race of any State is really 
important. It’s important to have somebody 
who’s going to do in office what they say 
they’re going to do, not somebody who kind 
of walks around taking a poll here and run-
ning a focus group there, trying to figure out 
what position to take, not somebody who will 
take a position one day, and then the butane 
gets turned up and changes their mind. 

That’s not the kind of Governor you need. 
You need somebody who’s steady, somebody 
who knows what he believes, somebody like 
Salmon that, when he went to the United 
States Congress, he said he was only going 
to serve three terms, and then did what he 
said. That’s the kind of Governor you need, 
somebody whose word you can trust. 

You must have a Governor who’s got the 
right priorities. Educating a child is the right 
priority, and that’s Matt Salmon’s priority. 
Education is to a State what national defense 
is to the Federal Government, by far the 
most important priority. And this Governor 
understands that. 

But a good Governor is someone who also 
has the right frame of mind when it comes 
to education. And that frame of mind starts 
with realizing every child can learn and be-
lieving that every child can learn, a frame 
of mind that is willing to set high standards 
and therefore challenge what I call the soft 
bigotry of low expectations; somebody that 
understands that if you set the bar low, you’re 
going to get bad results. 

It’s that type of attitude, by the way, the 
people that set the bar low or those who are 
willing just to write off certain children who 
are hard to educate—you see, it’s much easi-
er to walk into a classroom full of children 
whose parents may not speak English as a 
first language and say, ‘‘These kids can’t 
learn. Let’s just move them through.’’ You’ve 
got to have a Governor who’s willing to chal-
lenge the status quo, who’s willing to say that 
it is unacceptable to socially promote chil-
dren who may be hard to educate, a Gov-
ernor whose vision for their State says every 
child can learn, not just those in good subur-
ban districts but every single child can learn. 

You’ve got to have a Governor who also 
understands that bureaucracies don’t set the 
path to excellence for every child, that you’ve 
got to have local control of schools, that one 
size doesn’t fit all. And you’ve got to have 
a Governor who’s willing to ask the funda-
mental question, is every child learning in 
Arizona? See, if you believe every child can 
learn, then you’ve got to ask the question. 
Show me. And therefore you must have ac-
countability. 

And with Matt Salmon as the Governor, 
when he finds children in schools that are 
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working, he’ll praise the teachers, and we 
need to praise the teachers. But the thing 
I appreciate about this good man is, when 
he finds children trapped in schools that will 
not teach and schools that will not change, 
this is a man who will challenge the special 
interests of Arizona with one interest in 
mind, the children. He will challenge the sta-
tus quo because he believes, like I believe, 
that no child should be left behind in the 
State of Arizona. 

I appreciate so very much that Matt under-
stands the role of Government is not to cre-
ate wealth. The role of Government is to cre-
ate an environment in which the small-busi-
ness owner and the entrepreneur can flour-
ish. Seventy percent of new jobs in America 
are created by small-business owners, and 
you better have you a Governor who under-
stands the role of small business in our soci-
ety. And Matt Salmon understands that. 
When he says he’s not raising taxes, book it. 

I look forward to working with Matt when 
we get a welfare reauthorization bill through 
the Congress, one that says that we’re going 
to help people find work. The best welfare 
program is a program which incorporates 
work so that people have the dignity of being 
able to put food on their own table. 

I look forward to working with Matt to 
make sure our health care system works. And 
I look forward to working with Rick and the 
other Members of Congress and the two 
United States Senators to make sure our 
health care system works. Medicine has 
changed. Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is going 
modern. Medicare is stuck in the past. For 
the sake of our seniors, for the sake of the 
quality of life for those who depend upon 
the Federal Government when it comes to 
Medicare, we need to modernize Medicare, 
reform Medicare, and include a prescription 
drug benefit for Arizona’s seniors. 

Now, there’s a lot of issues that we can 
work on together. The people of Arizona will 
understand when Matt becomes the Gov-
ernor that he’s going to work to change the 
tone. He’s going to elevate the discourse, that 
he’s not politics as usual, that he’s here to 
serve the good people of the State. He’s not 
going to be one of these fellows that says, 
‘‘Well, did you vote for me? I’m going to be 
your Governor. If you didn’t vote for me, I’m 

not.’’ His intention is to represent every sin-
gle person in Arizona, and he will do so with 
distinction and with class. 

I keep talking about Renzi. One reason I’m 
anxious to get Renzi up there is because I 
want to make sure Denny Hastert remains 
the Speaker of the House. The leadership 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Members of the House of Representatives 
from the Republican Party have done a really 
good job on behalf of America. They’ve had 
a very strong agenda. They passed a lot of 
legislation that has been positive for our 
country. 

I can’t say the same thing for the United 
States Senate. A lot of good legislation is 
stuck—no more important piece of legisla-
tion than the homeland security bill. The rea-
son why we need a homeland security bill 
is because there’s an enemy out there which 
hates America; enemy out there still lurking 
around; enemy out there that hates us be-
cause of what we love. And we’re not chang-
ing what we love. We love freedom. 

We love the idea of our fellow Americans 
being able to worship an almighty God any 
way you see fit. We love that. We love our 
democracy. We love our free press. We love 
every aspect of our freedom. And so long 
as we hold those freedoms dear to our heart, 
there’s an enemy out there which is trying 
to hurt us. And so our biggest job now is 
to protect the American people. I take that 
seriously. It’s a solemn obligation. [Applause] 
You all go ahead and sit down. 

It’s even more solemn now that—that 
we’re no longer protected by two oceans. It 
used to be, of course, that we could depend 
upon our geography to protect us from ha-
tred, that there might be a turmoil some-
where in the world or there might be a threat 
somewhere in the world, and we could con-
tain that threat if we choose to do so, or we 
could be involved in the conflict if we chose 
to do so. But we felt pretty comfortable about 
our security because of our—because of the 
two oceans which protected us. 

And we learned a rough lesson on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, that when there’s ha-
tred and people trying to hurt us, the battle-
field can end up right here at home. And 
we’ve always got to remember that. I’m cer-
tainly going to remember that, that the stakes 
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are different and that they’re higher. In order 
to protect the American people, we must see 
clearly the threats we face. We can’t have 
any fuzziness anymore, because the oceans 
aren’t there. 

And there’s a true threat that we face in 
the form of Saddam Hussein. It’s a real 
threat; it’s not an imagined threat. It’s a 
threat—it’s a threat because he’s shown the 
world what he’s like. 

He said he doesn’t have any weapons of 
mass destruction, said he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction, and he does. 
He’s not only got weapons of mass destruc-
tion; he’s used weapons of mass destruction. 
He’s used them against his neighbors. He’s 
used them against his own citizens. This is 
a man who can’t stand America and what we 
believe in. Nor can he stand some of our 
friends and allies. He’s a danger; he’s a 
threat. 

And so I went to the United Nations, and 
I said, ‘‘You’ve told this guy for 11 years in 
16 different resolutions to disarm, and he 
hasn’t done it. And for the sake of world 
peace, why don’t you show us whether or 
not you’re going to be a body which can act 
in the name of peace, or whether you’re 
going to be something like the League of Na-
tions. You have a choice to make,’’ I said to 
them. ‘‘Show us whether or not you can be 
effective. We want you to be effective in the 
name of peace. We want you to have people 
listen to your word. If you say, ‘Disarm,’ we 
want people to disarm. If you come together 
as an organization that puts out a decree that 
the free world speaks, we want you to be 
effective.’’ I think it’s going to make the 
world a more peaceful place as we head into 
the 21st century, particularly as we face these 
new threats. I’s their choice to make. 

And at the same time, we said the same 
thing to Saddam Hussein: ‘‘You said you 
would disarm. Now disarm. The choice is 
yours.’’

But my fellow Americans, for the sake of 
peace and security, for the sake of making 
sure the Middle East is peaceful, for the 
making sure that the true threats don’t come 
to our shore in the form of a terrorist organi-
zation which may have obtained weapons of 
mass destruction from this man, I believe we 
owe it to our children and our children’s chil-

dren to lead a coalition. If the U.N. won’t 
act, if Saddam Hussein will not act, if he con-
tinues to defy the world, the United States, 
in the name of peace, will lead a coalition 
to disarm Saddam Hussein. 

No, the threat is real. The threat is real. 
It’s important to be clear-eyed. It’s also im-
portant to do everything we can here at home 
to protect you, and a lot of good people are 
working hard to do so. Anytime we find a 
hint, any kind of evidence of a plot, we’re 
doing everything we can to disrupt or deter 
or deny. We’ve got a lot of good people at 
the Federal level and the State level and the 
local level working a lot of long hours. 

You see, we are on alert; we’re aware. We 
weren’t aware prior to September the 11th 
about this enemy that—how evil they are. 
But now we know they’re out there. And 
we’re doing good things here at home, but 
we can do better. And that’s why I’ve asked 
the Congress to join me in creating this De-
partment of Homeland Security, so that the 
agencies involved with protecting you have 
got the capacity to have as their number one 
priority and their number one focus and a 
culture which says protecting America is the 
most important thing we’ll do. 

And the House of Representatives passed 
a good piece of legislation that enables this 
administration and future administrations to 
be able to have the management capacity to 
protect the homeland. The Senate is stuck. 
See, they want me to give up some power, 
power that has been in the Presidency since 
John Kennedy was the President, the ability 
to suspend work rules in the name of national 
security, the capacity to say it’s in our na-
tional interests to suspend certain work rules 
so that you put the right people at the right 
place at the right time to protect the Amer-
ican people. And I’m not going to accept a 
lousy bill out of the United States Senate. 

And the reason why is, this is a task that 
we’ll be involved with for a while. And so 
the best way to protect the homeland is to 
hunt these killers down, one person at a time, 
and bring them to justice, which is exactly 
what the United States of America is going 
to do. 

Last week I signed a defense bill which 
is the biggest increase in defense money 
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since Ronald Reagan was the President. Peo-
ple ought to read two things in that defense 
bill. One, anytime we put our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. We owe that to our troops, and we 
owe that to the loved ones of the troops. And 
for those of you who have got a relative in 
the military, you’ve just got to know, this 
Commander in Chief has all the confidence 
in the world in the men and women who 
wear our uniform. 

It’s a different kind of war—oh, the second 
message that we’re sending, by the way, is 
that we’re in this deal for the long haul, that 
there’s no time certain where we’ve got to 
quit. In other words, this isn’t a—defending 
freedom doesn’t have anything to do with the 
calendar; it has everything to do with success. 
And so we’re going to stay the course until 
we defeat the agents of terror. 

The coalition is strong. The doctrine still 
stands that says, ‘‘Either you’re with the 
United States and freedom-loving people, or 
you’re with the enemy.’’ That doctrine still 
stands. And the message of that defense bill 
says it’s going to stand for quite a while. 

And we’re making progress—we’re making 
progress. It’s a different kind of war we fight. 
So I like to spend time, whether it’s in the 
midst of the campaign, or Governor Salmon’s 
time, or any other speech, to help educate 
the American people about the nature of this 
war. 

The best way I like to describe it is, in 
the old days, you could determine whether 
or not you were making progress against the 
enemy by the number of tanks that you de-
stroyed or the number of aircraft you shot 
out of the air or the number of ships you 
sunk. This bunch we fought, they don’t have 
ships. They hide in caves and send youngsters 
to their suicidal death. These are the kind 
of people that have hijacked a great religion. 
They have no regard for innocent life, and 
they’re nothing but a bunch of coldblooded 
killers, and we’re going to treat them like 
that. 

So we’re after them. We’re after them one 
at a time. And that’s why intelligence-sharing 
is incredibly important. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to work with others to cut off their 
money. I just came up from Cabo San Lucas, 

where I was meeting with APEC nations. 
These are nations that border the Pacific. 
And yesterday the first agenda amongst the 
leaders was terrorism, counterterrorism. I 
was the first speaker. I reminded them that 
the war goes on. I reminded them they have 
an obligation to join with us. And when we 
find somebody that we know is a part of this 
terrorist network, they go get them, or we 
go get them. Either case, we’re going to get 
them. 

The other day, one guy popped his head 
up. His name was bin al-Shibh. He’s not a 
problem anymore to America. He’s now—
he was—this is the person that was going to 
be the 20th hijacker, and he was in Pakistan, 
hiding. But we found him. See, there’s no 
cave deep enough to hide. There’s no corner 
of the world dark enough. Slowly but surely, 
America and others who love freedom are 
hunting them down. We’ve probably hauled 
in a couple of thousand of them so far. A 
like number wasn’t as lucky. 

And it’s going to take a while. It’s going 
to take a while. We’ve got brave troops still 
on the border of Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
They’ve got—I was with—I talked to the 
President of the Philippines, Gloria Arroyo, 
who has been such a strong supporter. I said, 
‘‘We’ll continue to provide you help, and 
thanks for going to get the head of the Abu 
Sayyaf,’’ who was the person that led a group 
of killers that kidnaped Americans and just 
tried to wreak havoc—they’re terrorists. 

Slowly but surely, we’re going to bring 
these people to justice. There’s no doubt in 
my mind. See, the enemy didn’t understand 
who they were hitting. They thought they 
were hitting somebody that—somebody that 
was so selfish and materialistic and so self-
absorbed that, after September the 11th, 
2001, we’d take a step back and file a lawsuit 
or two. [Laughter] That’s what they thought. 
And they found out something differently. 
They found out the mighty United States of 
America loves freedom, and we’re relentless 
when it comes to the pursuit of justice. And 
we’re not backing down. 

I believe strongly that out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some good. I 
believe that because we’re such a great na-
tion and a strong nation and a compassionate 
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nation, that out of the evil done to the coun-
try will come some good, starting with peace. 

You’ve got to understand, and I hope you 
tell your loved ones, that amidst all the talk 
about war is a deep, abiding desire for peace. 
I long for peace for our own country. But 
because this Nation says everybody mat-
ters—in contrast to the enemy, this Nation 
believes every life counts; everybody has 
worth. I long for peace around the world. 
I long for peace in places where people have 
quit on peace. And I believe we can achieve 
it. I believe by being strong and tough, by 
being true to our love of freedom and under-
standing that freedom isn’t America’s gift to 
the world, it is a God gift, and that freedom 
is universal, it is applied to everybody—if we 
remain true and strong and diligent, we can 
achieve peace. We can achieve peace. 

And here at home we can achieve a better 
America, too, an America that—that the 
great hope of America, the great bright light 
of America shines in every neighborhood. 
See, amongst our plenty, there are people 
who hurt. There are some who say, you say, 
‘‘American Dream,’’ and they don’t even 
know what you’re talking about. ‘‘American 
Dream, what is that?’’

And so long as one of us hurts, we all hurt, 
as far as I’m concerned. And we have a 
chance—we really have a chance. The Gov-
ernment can help; we can do things, of 
course, to make sure that people’s lives are 
better. I talked about education. I talked 
about Medicare. Another thing Government 
can do to make sure lives are better is to 
make sure that tax cuts we passed are perma-
nent. You see, when you let people have 
more money—if you let people have more 
money in their pocket, it’s going to encourage 
economic growth. And so long as somebody 
is looking for work, who wants to work and 
can’t find a job, we’ve got a problem. 

And therefore, one of the things Govern-
ment can do is be pro-growth, is do every-
thing we can to encourage the vitality of the 
economy to go forward. I’m optimistic about 
our economy. Interest rates are low. Inflation 
is low. Productivity is up. But in order to 
make sure small business flourishes and the 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong, Congress 
needs to make the tax cuts permanent. Con-
gress needs to make sure we get rid of the 

death tax, once and for all—another reason 
to make sure that we change the Senate and 
keep Denny Hastert as the Speaker. 

But one of the things we’ve got to remem-
ber is that Government can do certain things. 
Government can hand out money, for exam-
ple. And sometimes we do a pretty good job 
of it. But what Government cannot do is put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. 

See, we can change America, one heart 
and one soul at a time, if all of us understands 
that we can make—each of us can make a 
difference. When you put your arm around 
somebody who hurts and somebody in 
need—who’s in need, and say, ‘‘I love you,’’ 
you’re part of changing America. If you’re 
a Boy Scout leader or a Girl Scout leader, 
you’re changing America. If you work in a 
Boys or Girls Club, you’re changing America. 
If you’re involved in the quality of education 
in your neighborhood, you’re changing 
America. If you just walk into a shut-in’s 
house and say, ‘‘I love you; can I help you,’’ 
you’re changing America. 

No, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
who they were hitting. They didn’t under-
stand America like I do. Not only are we 
strong, we are compassionate. Many of our 
fellow citizens have taken a step back, and 
they said, ‘‘What is life all about? What is 
the true definition of a patriot?’’ I think we’re 
all beginning to understand, serving some-
thing greater than yourself in life, serving 
your Nation by helping a neighbor in need, 
is the definition of the American spirit that 
is alive and well. 

I want the youngsters here to realize that 
you live in the greatest land in the face of 
the Earth. It’s a land that we can never take 
for granted. That’s why voting is incredibly 
important. But as a citizen of this land, in 
order to make sure it continues to remain 
great, you have an obligation—we all have 
an obligation to do what we can do, to do 
what Government cannot do, and that’s to 
help people, one person at a time. 

Perhaps the most vivid reminder—I think 
history will show this is a vivid reminder of 
what I’m talking about, the American spirit 
that is alive and well—took place on Flight 
93. People were flying across the country—
people were flying across the country that 
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day. They weren’t sure what was going on. 
They were on cell phones, using the modern 
technology to learn that the airplane they 
were on was being used as a weapon. 

Some of them didn’t panic. Probably all 
of them didn’t. They were on the phones to 
their loved ones. They said goodbye. I’m sure 
they said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They used the word 
‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the airplane into the 
ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

That’s the American spirit that is alive and 
well and strong. It is a spirit of sacrifice. It 
is a spirit of compassion. It is a spirit of de-
cency. And it is the spirit that allows me to 
boldly predict that out of the evil done to 
America is going to come an America that 
is more hopeful, more decent for every single 
person who’s fortunate enough to live in this 
country. 

No, you’re looking at one of the greatest 
optimists ever to hold the office of the Presi-
dency, because I understand America is the 
greatest nation, full of the most decent peo-
ple on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming today. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:54 p.m. at the 
Dodge Theater. In his remarks, he referred to 
gubernatorial candidate Matt Salmon, who intro-
duced the President, and his wife, Nancy Salmon; 
Rick Renzi, candidate for Arizona’s First Congres-
sional District; Gov. Jane Dee Hull of Arizona; 
Cindy McCain, wife of Senator John McCain, and 
their son Jack; Trent Franks, candidate for Arizo-
na’s Second Congressional District; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, 
an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.

Statement on Signing the Medical 
Device User Fee and Modernization 
Act of 2002
October 26, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5651, 
the ‘‘Medical Device User Fee and Mod-
ernization Act of 2002.’’ The Act protects pa-
tients from inappropriate reuse of medical 
devices, strengthens the inspection regime 
for medical device manufacturing facilities, 

modernizes Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) medical device operations, and estab-
lishes a program under which the users of 
the FDA’s medical device review services pay 
for those services. 

Section 201(a) of the Act enacts section 
704(g)(10) of the Food Drug and Cosmetic 
Act, which purports to make the operation 
of the ‘‘accredited persons’’ inspection provi-
sions for medical device establishments de-
pendent upon certain determinations by the 
Comptroller General, a legislative agent, of 
amounts obligated by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services for particular purposes. 
The executive branch shall construe this pro-
vision in accordance with the principles set 
forth in Bowsher v. Synar, 478 U.S. 714 
(1986). 

Several provisions of the Act require exec-
utive branch officials to submit recommenda-
tions to the Congress. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to submit for the consideration of 
the Congress such measures as the President 
judges necessary and expedient. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 26, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5651, approved October 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–250. This statement 
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on October 28.

Remarks in Alamogordo, 
New Mexico 
October 28, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Hola.

Audience members. Hola.
The President. Si. Thank you all for com-

ing today. It’s a beautiful day here. Of course, 
every day is a beautiful day in New Mexico. 
I love to come to a part of the country where 
the cowboy hat is—the cowboy hat, instead 
of the tie, is a part of the work uniform. It 
kind of reminds me of home, right around 
the corner from here. 



1875Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 28

They tell me I’m the first President ever 
to come to Alamogordo. For that, I’m hon-
ored. I’m honored, and I’m honored so many 
of my fellow Americans have come out to 
say hello, to listen to what’s on my mind. 
First of all, what’s on my mind is that in order 
to be a good American, in my judgment, 
you’ve got to exercise your right. You’ve got 
to go to the polls. In order to do your job 
as an American, you can’t take democracy 
for granted. You owe it to our society to go 
vote. 

Of course, I’ve got a few suggestions for 
you when you go to the polls. It doesn’t mat-
ter to me whether you’re a Republican, 
Democrat, or independent. You have an obli-
gation. So I’m here to urge you all to do your 
duty and to go to your coffee shops and your 
houses of worship, community centers, and 
urge your fellow citizens to do their duty as 
well. And while you’re asking them to do it, 
remind them, for the good of New Mexico 
and for the good of the country, Steve Pearce 
is the right man for the Congress. 

And I also want you to remind them that 
you’ve got a good man running for Governor, 
a man who can do the job, a man who rep-
resents the best of New Mexico. Tell them 
John Sanchez is the right man for the Gov-
ernor of New Mexico. 

I’m proud to be here today with a member 
of my Cabinet. His name is Mel Martinez. 
I want to tell you about Mel’s story right 
quick. He was a young boy, born in Cuba, 
but his mother and daddy realized the prom-
ise of America. They realized that the land 
of freedom was the right place to raise their 
child. And so they sent Mel by himself from 
the island of Cuba, from the island of Cuba 
to escape the clutches of Fidel Castro’s re-
pressive regime, to America. His mother and 
daddy decided America was so important and 
so promising that they made an incredibly 
difficult choice for a mother and dad, and 
that is, they said, ‘‘Son, we love you. We love 
you so much that we’re sending you by your-
self as a young boy to America.’’ And here 
he is today, in the Cabinet of the President 
of the United States. He represents the best 
of America, the promise of America, and the 
hope of America. 

And that’s the greatness of this country. 
And that’s what we’ve all got to work together 

to achieve, to make sure the greatness of 
America and the promise of America shines 
brightly for everybody. 

I’m proud to be here today with my friend 
the Governor of New Mexico and the great 
first lady of New Mexico, Gary and Dee 
Johnson. And one thing for certain is, I’m 
not going to challenge him to a footrace—
[laughter]—or a bike race, or a swimming 
race. [Laughter] 

I mention the first lady—unfortunately, 
you drew the short straw today. If you really 
were smart, Steve would have invited Laura 
to come instead of me. I just talked to her 
on the phone. She’s in Crawford. She’s fixing 
to head up to Washington. She’s doing great, 
by the way. I’m really proud of her. She’s 
born and raised in Midland. When I met her, 
she was—actually, we went to eighth grade 
together at San Jacinto Junior High. And 
then we got to know each other again, and 
when I met her, she was a public school li-
brarian. [Applause] Oh, yeah. There’s always 
one or two in every crowd. [Laughter] 

I don’t know how you feel about politics, 
but I can tell you how she felt about politics. 
She didn’t care for them. [Laughter] When 
I married her, she didn’t like politicians. 
Yeah, I know. [Laughter] But fortunately, she 
said yes when I asked her to marry me, and 
she is a great First Lady for America. I think 
it has a lot to do with the part of the world 
that we’re from, the part of the world she’s 
from—your part of the world, a place where 
values matter a lot, where family counts first, 
where faith is important. 

Today I’m sorry that one of the really finest 
United States Senators amongst the 100 is 
not with us. He’s on his way to mourn the 
loss of a fellow Senator, Paul Wellstone. We 
all send our send our prayers and thoughts 
to his family. Pete Domenici is one of the 
fine ones. He’s a really, really great Amer-
ican. He’s a solid, solid citizen. And I hope, 
if all goes right next Tuesday, all around the 
country we’re going to start calling him Mr. 
Chairman again, because we’re going to 
change the United States Senate. 

No, I’m working hard to make sure that 
Denny Hastert remains the Speaker. That’s 
why I want you to send this good man, Steve 
Pearce, to the Congress. I want to urge you 
to make sure that Pete Domenici goes back 
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to the Senate. We’re working hard so that 
we can say with certainty that in Washington 
we’re working together to make America a 
better place. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that Joe 
Skeen has served New Mexico with distinc-
tion. Joe’s a good man. I’ve known him for 
a long time. Of course, he’s struggling right 
now with physical affliction, but his faith is 
strong; his spirit is high. And we all owe him 
a debt of gratitude for serving this great part 
of the world with class. 

I want to thank the mayor of Alamogordo 
for coming here. I appreciate, Mr. Mayor, 
your good work for this important commu-
nity. I want to thank all of you all who are 
involved with grassroots politics—Repub-
lican grassroots politics, those of you who 
man the phones and put the signs in the 
yards and lick the envelopes. It’s an essential 
part of democracy. It’s an essential part of 
how people win. I want to thank you for what 
you have done. I want to thank you for what 
you’re going to do, which is do everything 
you can to turn out a big vote for these good 
candidates. 

And there’s a reason—not just because 
they look pretty. [Laughter] Well—[laugh-
ter]—because they’ve got ideas on how to 
make New Mexico a better place and how 
to make the country a stronger place. John 
Sanchez understands that education is the 
most important priority for any State. That’s 
what he knows. He knows what I know, that 
in order to be effective, in order to make 
sure people can learn, you’ve got to set high 
standards. You’ve got to believe every child 
can learn. You’ve got to challenge what I call 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. 

If you lower the bar, you’re going to get 
lousy results. If the system believes that cer-
tain children can’t learn, you know what’s 
going to happen? People are going to get left 
behind. You’ve got to have the highest of 
high standards. You’ve got to believe every 
child can learn, especially those children 
whose parents may not speak English as a 
first language. You’ve got to have a Governor 
in whose heart of hearts understands that 
high expectations is one of the keys to suc-
cess. And then you’ve got to have a Governor 
who doesn’t get captured by the special inter-
ests of any State capital or National Capital 

but a Governor who trusts the local people 
to chart the path to excellence for every 
child. Local control of schools is an incredibly 
important part of educational excellence. 

No, education is important. And if you be-
lieve every child can learn, then you want 
to have an accountability system which will 
show us whether every child is learning. See, 
if you believe every child can learn, then you 
better have yourself a Governor who’s willing 
to ask that fundamental question, can our 
children read and write and add and sub-
tract? Can we teach them early enough, be-
fore it’s too late? You want to have a meas-
uring system so that you’re able to praise the 
teachers for their good work. And for all of 
you who are teachers, thank you from the 
bottom of our heart. 

But in order to make sure every child can 
learn, if you believe every child can learn, 
then you want to know. In order to make 
sure, you better have an accountability sys-
tem that tells us whether or not our children 
are trapped in schools which will not teach 
and will not change. And then you have a 
better—Governor who’s got the courage and 
the willingness, for the sake of the children, 
to demand change. No child should be left 
behind in the State of New Mexico when 
John Sanchez is your Governor. 

If one of the concerns is jobs in New Mex-
ico, then it seems like to me you better get 
you a Governor who knows how to create 
jobs. See, he’s done that. He’s an entre-
preneur. He understands the role of small 
business in our society. Small businesses cre-
ate 70 percent of the new jobs in America. 
So get you a Governor who knows that, and 
get you a Governor who also understands the 
role of Government is not to create wealth; 
the role of Government is to create oppor-
tunity, opportunity for our small businesses 
to grow to be big businesses, opportunities 
for our farmers and ranchers to be able to 
make a living. 

John Sanchez is the right man for Gov-
ernor. When you turn out the vote, make 
sure you back this good man. He’s going to 
make you one you can be proud of. And I 
need Steve up in the United States Congress. 
I don’t need to be worried about a vote from 
this part of New Mexico. I need somebody 
who’s going to work with me on a solid way, 
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somebody we can count on. And the reason 
I know I can count on him is because we 
share the same philosophy about life. We un-
derstand the role of Government, and we un-
derstand and are optimistic that we can ac-
complish anything put in this country’s path. 

And we’ve got some big hurdles to cross. 
We’ve got some big steps to climb. There’s 
no question in my mind we can do that. After 
all, this is the finest nation on the face of 
the Earth. 

One big hurdle we’ve got to cross is to 
make sure this economy keeps growing, 
make sure people can find work. Anytime 
one American who wants to work can’t find 
a job, says to me we’ve got a problem. And 
therefore, in Washington, we’ve go to be pro-
moting pro-growth policies, pro-growth in 
the sectors necessary to increase employ-
ment. 

One of the things I took on was the Tax 
Code. I told the people of New Mexico and 
the country that if you elected me as Presi-
dent, I was going to do everything I can to 
reduce the tax burden on the American peo-
ple. And fortunately, it came at the right 
time. 

See, here’s what I believe—here’s what 
Steve knows—that if you let a man or a 
woman keep more of their own money, 
they’re more and likely to demand an addi-
tional good or a service. And when somebody 
demands a good or a service in our society, 
in our marketplace, somebody is likely to 
produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces that good or a service, 
it means somebody is more likely to be able 
to find a job. 

The best thing we have done in Wash-
ington for our economy is to let the people 
of New Mexico and America keep more of 
your own money. And now we need to have 
us a Congressman who will join me in making 
sure that the tax relief is permanent, that it 
exists for the next decade, so you know you’ve 
got that money in your pocket, so you know 
no one is going to come and take that money 
back away from you. See, that’s an important 
issue. It’s an important issue. 

There’s a fundamental difference among 
some of us in Washington. One of the things 
Steve and I understand is, when we’re talking 

about the money up there, it’s not the Gov-
ernment’s money; it’s the people’s money. 

We’re working hard in Washington to 
make sure the country is a better place. And 
that means fulfilling some of our commit-
ments that we made. One such commitment, 
of course, is Medicare. Medicine has 
changed. Medicare hadn’t. Medicine is be-
coming more and more modern with the new 
technologies and the new medicines. Medi-
care is stuck in the past. For the sake of a 
better America, for the sake of an America 
fulfilling its promise, we need to modernize 
Medicare, including a prescription drug plan 
for our seniors. 

Steve understands that. Steve understands 
that. I look forward to working with him on 
issues important, whether it be education or 
Medicare or taxes or making sure Congress 
doesn’t overspend. These are key issues we 
need to work on. But there’s no more impor-
tant issue than to make sure our homeland 
is secure. The most important obligation we 
have at all levels of government is to do ev-
erything we can to secure the homeland, is 
to protect innocent life, is to prevent an 
enemy which hates America from hurting 
any American. 

And that’s an important job, because—and 
it’s an ongoing job, because you’ve just got 
to understand that an enemy lurks out there. 
They’re dangerous. They’re determined. 
They’re based upon—they base their senti-
ments upon hatred. They don’t value inno-
cent life. See, that stands in stark contrast 
to America and Americans. We value life. We 
say everybody is precious; everybody counts. 

That’s not how the enemy thinks. They’ve 
hijacked a great religion, and they murder 
in the name of that religion. They don’t value 
life. They hate America because of what we 
love. We love freedom. We love the idea of 
people being able to worship an almighty 
God any way you see fit. We love our free 
society. We love the idea that people can 
come to America and realize their dreams. 
Freedom stands at the heart and soul of 
America, and we’re not changing. And so 
long as we love freedom, they’re going to 
hate us. 

The other thing that’s important for our 
citizens to realize is that the stakes have 
changed. After September the 11th, we 
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learned a hard lesson and a cold lesson, and 
that is, oceans no longer protect us from the 
hatred of our enemies. When a lot of us were 
coming up, we used to, could sit back and 
say, ‘‘Oceans protect us. Therefore, we have 
the luxury of picking or choosing what threat 
we deal with. We can take our time.’’ If we 
chose not to be involved, we could just let 
a threat materialize, and we don’t have to 
worry about it. 

We’ve got to be clear-eyed about the new 
dangers we face. We’ve got to be realistic. 
If we’re going to protect America, it’s very 
important for all of us, particularly those of 
us in Washington, to not hope for the best 
but to see clearly the threats. And there is 
a real threat, in my judgment, a real and dan-
gerous threat to America in Iraq, in the form 
of Saddam Hussein. I want to—this is a man, 
this is a man who told the world that he 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction. 
He’s got weapons of mass destruction. This 
is a man who has used weapons of mass de-
struction. He’s used them against his neigh-
bors. He’s used them against his own people. 
This is a person who can’t stand America. 
This is a person who has had contacts with 
Al Qaida. This is a person who has defied 
international bodies time and time again. 
This is a person who has made the United 
Nations look foolish. 

I went to the United Nations. I said to 
them as clearly as I could, in Western lan-
guage—[laughter]—I said, ‘‘You can be an 
effective body to help us keep the peace. You 
can be an effective U.N., or you can be the 
League of Nations. That’s your choice to 
make. You have the choice as to whether or 
not you will allow this dictator to continue 
to defy the United Nations and therefore 
weaken you. Or you can join with the United 
States and disarm him like he said he would 
do.’’

I’ve also sent a message to Mr. Saddam 
Hussein: After 11 years, you have defied the 
U.N. You have not done what you said you 
would do. And now it is the time for you 
to disarm. The United States Congress, both 
Republicans and Democrats, have debated 
this issue, and they spoke with one clear 
voice. And here is what the administration 
and now your elected Representatives are 
saying to the world: Either the United Na-

tions will do its duty to disarm Saddam Hus-
sein, or Saddam Hussein will disarm himself. 
In either case, if they refuse to act, in the 
name of peace, in the name of a secure to-
morrow, in the name of freedom, the United 
States will lead a coalition and disarm Sad-
dam Hussein. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. No, we’ve got to be clear-
eyed and realistic about the threats we face. 
History has called us into action. This country 
loves peace, and we love freedom, and we 
must lead the world to a more peaceful world 
and a freer world. 

It’s also important to be realistic about 
what could happen here at home. These peo-
ple are lurking around. And so everybody—
you’ve got to know that we’re working hard 
at all levels of government to run down any 
lead, to chase down any hint, to deter and 
defy and deny an enemy who still hates 
America. There’s a lot of people working 
hard on your behalf. But I believe we can 
do a better job, and that’s why I asked Con-
gress to make sure that we bring all these 
agencies involved with protecting America 
under one Cabinet office, so that we can set 
a clear priority, and if need be, change cul-
tures to make sure we’re doing everything 
in our power to protect America. 

Let me give you some examples of what 
we need to have happen. On the border, it’s 
important to know who’s coming into the 
country, what they’re bringing into the coun-
try, and whether or not they’re leaving when 
they say they’re going to leave. On our bor-
ders, we can be respectful to people and our 
neighbors and, at the same time, be tough 
on terror. But there’s three Federal agencies 
full of good, decent people who are working 
hard on border. There’s INS and Border Pa-
trol and Customs, three really fine agencies, 
full of good people, but sometimes they don’t 
share the same strategy. They’ve got different 
uniforms. Sometimes they don’t work as 
closely as they should, because of rules, bu-
reaucratic rules. 

And so I’ve asked the Congress, give me 
the power to, in the name of national secu-
rity, to be able to effect those work rules, 
so that we can better say to the American 
people, ‘‘We’re doing everything we can to 
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protect you.’’ The House heard the call. The 
Senate hadn’t. The Senate hadn’t moved—
another reason we need to change the lead-
ership in the Senate so we can get a—so we 
can have a Homeland Security Department 
where this President and future Presidents 
are able to put the right people at the right 
place with the right equipment at the right 
time, to protect the American people. 

I don’t have to worry about old Steve 
Pearce’s vote on that issue or Pete Domen-
ici’s. I want you to know that no matter how 
hard we work here at home—and we’ll work 
hard; however long it takes, we’ll work 
hard—the most effective way to protect the 
homeland is to hunt these killers down, one 
at a time, and bring them to justice. That’s 
the most effective thing, and we’re doing it. 
Slowly but surely, we’re hunting them down. 

Now, it’s hard to tell progress sometimes 
because this is a different kind of war. I’m 
sure we’ve got some vets out there who re-
member the wars where, ‘‘Yes, we’re making 
progress because we destroyed some tanks,’’ 
or, ‘‘We’re making progress because we shot 
some airplanes out of the sky.’’ That’s not 
the type of enemy we face now. These people 
are ones who hide in caves, kind of lurk in 
the dark corners of some of the cities in the 
world. Then they send youngsters to their 
suicidal deaths. It’s a new kind of war, a dif-
ferent kind of army. But that doesn’t mean 
we can’t win. As a matter of fact, I’m con-
fident we will win. And I know we’re making 
progress. 

And part of my confidence rests in the fact 
that we’ve got the finest United States mili-
tary in the world. And I just signed a new 
defense bill. It’s the largest increase in de-
fense spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. The message—there’s two mes-
sages in that bill; it’s important to hear. One, 
anytime this country puts our troops into 
harm’s way, we owe it to the troops, and we 
owe it to the loved ones of the troops, to 
make sure they’ve got the best training, the 
best equipment, and the best possible pay. 

And the second message is that—and this 
is a message to our friends and to our foes 
alike—that we’re in this deal for the long 
haul. It don’t matter how long it takes. When 
it comes to the defense of our freedom, when 
it comes to the—defending the American 

people, it doesn’t matter how long it takes. 
There is not a calendar in the Oval Office 
which says, on this day, Mr. President, you 
haul them home. That just doesn’t exist in 
my way of thinking. It doesn’t exist in the 
way of thinking of most Americans. They un-
derstand what is at stake. They understand 
we have an obligation. They understand no 
matter how long it takes, no matter what the 
cost, we’re going to do our duty, and that 
is to defend freedom and to defeat the enemy 
of terror, to defeat that enemy that loves ter-
ror as a weapon. 

We’ve hauled in a couple of thousand of 
them so far. I say ‘‘we’’—the doctrine still 
stands which says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with the others.’’ That doctrine still 
exists, and there is still a coalition of people 
working together. The other day we got a 
guy named bin al-Shibh. He thought he was 
going to be the 20th hijacker. That’s what 
he wanted to be. He popped his head up. 
He is no longer a problem to America. 

A couple of thousand of them have been 
hauled in by America and our friends, and 
we’re still making progress, one at a time. 
We’re putting that spotlight into caves, and 
we’re hauling them out of there. We’re find-
ing them in the dark corners. A like number 
hadn’t been so lucky, by the way. And they’re 
not a problem, either. Slowly but surely, it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes. 

You know, I don’t know what was going 
through the mind of the enemy. They prob-
ably took a look at America and said, you 
know, ‘‘These folks are shallow. They’ve got 
one religion called materialism. They’re self-
absorbed.’’ After they hit us, we’d probably 
take a step back and maybe file a lawsuit or 
two. [Laughter] No, they made a big, big mis-
take. They don’t understand the character of 
the country. 

See, this country is strong; it’s steady. This 
country is determined. And so long as we 
remain strong and determined, so long as we 
remember that freedom is not created by 
America, freedom is God-given for every-
body around the world, so long as we hold 
our values dear, we can bring peace. I want 
you to tell your kids that amongst all the talk 
about war, there’s a burning and deep desire 
to make the world peaceful, to make America 
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peaceful—not only to make America peace-
ful because we value each life, everybody 
counts, peace in other parts of the world, as 
well. 

I truly believe that out of the evil done 
to America can come some incredible 
good—some incredible good. And that good 
is going to be a peaceful world. I also know 
here at home that we can be a better Amer-
ica. I’ve talked about ways for Government 
to help, but you’ve got to know that Govern-
ment, even though it can hand out money, 
it can never put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. The best 
healing there is in America, the best way to 
eliminate pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness which exist in this land, the best way 
to make sure that the American experience 
is for everybody, is for our fellow citizens to 
put their arm around somebody who hurts 
and say, ‘‘I love you. I love you.’’

If you want—I used to tell people right 
after September the 11th, if you want to join 
the war on terror, if you want to fight evil, 
do some good. Do some good. Do some good 
right here in Alamogordo, New Mexico. Help 
feed the hungry. Help—mentor a child. If 
you really want to do some good, teach a 
child how to read. See, our society is going 
to change, one heart, one soul, one con-
science at a time. 

The enemy hit us. They didn’t know who 
they were hitting us. They didn’t realize they 
were hitting not only a strong nation, a tough 
nation, but a compassionate nation as well. 
The great strength of America lies not in our 
halls of Government; the great strength of 
our country lay in the hearts and souls of 
our fellow citizens. 

You know, one of the things that’s hap-
pened after September the 11th is that a lot 
of Americans took a step back and said, 
‘‘How best to live my life—what can I do? 
How best to realize the American experi-
ence?’’ I think a lot of it had to do with what 
took place on Flight 93 that day, when our 
fellow citizens were flying across the country. 
They learned that the airplane they were on 
was going to be used as a weapon to destroy 
life. On their cell phones they told their loved 
ones goodbye. They told their loved ones 
they loved them. They said a prayer; they 
prayed for guidance and strength. A guy said, 

‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the plane into the 
ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

The aftermath of the evil done to America 
has caused a lot of Americans to understand 
that a full life, a decent life, a complete life 
is to serve something greater than yourself 
in life. If you’re a mom or a dad, remember 
your most important job will be to love your 
child with all your heart and all your soul. 
If you care about your community here in 
New Mexico, get involved with your schools. 
Help people in need. If you’re running cor-
porate America, you remember you have a 
responsibility to tell the truth and not lie and 
cheat employees and shareholders. 

No, the enemy hit us, but they hit a great 
nation, a nation which will work to keep the 
peace, and a nation which will respond in 
a way here at home, where that great hope 
of America, the great promise of our country, 
the spirit that caused Mel’s mother and 
daddy to send him here to America, applies 
to everybody. 

There’s no question in my mind, fellow 
citizens, that we’ve got hurdles ahead of us. 
No question in my mind we’re going to leap 
those hurdles, because this is the finest na-
tion, full of the most decent people on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thanks for coming. God bless you all. And 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the Riner 
Steinhoff Soccer Complex. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Steve Pearce, candidate for New Mexi-
co’s Second Congressional District; gubernatorial 
candidate John Sanchez; Mayor Donald E. Carroll 
of Alamogordo; President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida opera-
tive suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured in 
Karachi, Pakistan. The President also referred to 
Senator Paul Wellstone of Minnesota, who died 
in the October 25 crash of a twin engine King 
Air aircraft in Eveleth, MN.

Remarks in Denver, Colorado 
October 28, 2002

The President. Thanks for coming. 
Thanks for such a warm welcome. It’s nice 
to be in a part of the world where the cowboy 
hats outnumber the ties. I’m honored so 
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many of you all came. Please be seated, un-
less you don’t have a seat. [Laughter] I’m 
honored so many came out today. 

I’ve got some things on my mind that I’d 
like to share with you. One thing that’s on 
my mind is that we have a duty to our country 
to participate in the political process. See, 
if you believe in freedom, you have a duty 
to exercise your right to vote to begin with. 
One of the reasons I’m coming to this big 
State is to encourage people to do their duty, 
to go to the polls. I want all people, no matter 
what their political party is or whether they 
even like a political party, to exercise their 
obligation to vote. 

Now, I’ve got some suggestions when you 
go—[laughter]—I’ve got some suggestions. 
For the sake of Colorado and for the sake 
of the country, Wayne Allard needs to be 
sent back to the United States Senate. 

Audience members. Six more years! Six 
more years! Six more years! 

The President. Whether he wins or not 
is going to depend upon many of you here. 
See, grassroots politics makes a big dif-
ference—turning out that vote, getting on 
the telephones and putting up the signs, 
going to your coffee shops or your houses 
of worship or your community centers to put 
out the word that, when you’ve got a good 
one like Wayne, you’ve got to do everything 
you can to help him get back to Washington. 

You know, in Colorado, I’m sure you un-
derstand this. Around Crawford, we kind of 
know the difference between a show horse 
and a work horse. [Laughter] With Wayne, 
you’ve got somebody who’s willing to work 
on your behalf. When he says something, he 
means it. And he does not need a focus group 
or a poll to tell him what to think. 

I’m proud to have traveled in with Joan 
today, too. Like me, he married well. He 
drew the short straw. If he’d have been 
smart, he’d have invited Laura to come and 
speak instead of me. [Laughter] And she’s 
doing great, by the way. She’s on her way 
from Crawford back to Washington. 

I don’t know if you remember the story. 
I see my friend Ricky Griess here. He and 
I both went to San Jacinto Junior High with 
Laura. When I married her, when I asked 
her to marry me—or asked her to marry me, 
she was a public school librarian. And she 

didn’t like politics. [Laughter] And she didn’t 
care for politicians, either. [Laughter] Thank 
goodness she said yes when I proposed. She 
is a fabulous First Lady for America, and 
she’s for Wayne Allard. 

And like me, she’s also awfully fond of your 
Governor and first lady, Bill Owens. Gov-
ernor Bill Owens is one of the finest Gov-
ernors in the United States. And you better 
make sure you put him back in, too. He’s 
got a great record. He cares deeply about 
the citizens of this State, and he’s proven that 
he’s a Governor of everybody. The thing I 
like about Governor Owens, he campaigns 
proudly as a Republican, but he serves all 
the people of this State. And he’s going to 
get a big vote from Republicans and Demo-
crats and independents because of the job 
he has done. I’m not saying that just because 
he was born in Texas. [Laughter] I’m saying 
that because his record speaks loud and clear. 
And we love Frances, too. She’s done a great 
job as the first lady of Colorado. 

I’m proud to be up here with another fine 
United States Senator. Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell is a class act and a good man. I’m 
honored to be here with two Members of 
the United States Congress, Bob Schaffer 
and Tom Tancredo. I appreciate them com-
ing. 

And I’m here to make sure—to encourage 
you to work hard, to make sure that Denny 
Hastert remains the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. And if you’re interested 
in joining me in doing that, you’ll make sure 
Bob Beauprez gets elected to the United 
States Congress. 

I appreciate Bob. He represents the Colo-
rado story, the Colorado story from a pio-
neering family. He’s an entrepreneur. He’s 
a hard worker. He’s a God-fearing man. He’s 
a decent soul. For the sake of the country, 
it’s important that Bob Beauprez become the 
United States Congressman from the Sev-
enth District. 

You need to work hard to get out the vote 
in this close race. You need to turn out every-
body you can find. And once you get through 
getting him elected, make sure you don’t for-
get Marilyn Musgrave, who’s going to be the 
Congresswoman from Colorado. Marilyn 
knows what she’s doing. She doesn’t need 
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a bunch of on-the-job training in Wash-
ington. She’ll be a good, steady hand from 
the get-go. 

I also want to—you to work hard for sen-
ator—State senator Ken Chlouber. Ken’s 
running—Ken’s running for the Congress. 
He too is a good, honest man, a good, decent 
fellow who will make a fine United States 
Congressman. 

No, it’s important for the sake of our fu-
ture that Denny Hastert remain the Speaker 
of the House. I can work with him. And we 
need to work together, because we’ve got 
some big projects ahead for America, we’ve 
got some big challenges for our country. But 
you’ve got to know you’re looking at an opti-
mist. There’s nothing this country can’t 
achieve when we put our mind to it. 

Some of the biggest challenges we face will 
require us being able to work together in 
the—with the administrative branch and the 
legislative branch, in concert. We’re doing 
what’s right for America. Listen, I worry 
about the fact that some people can’t find 
a job here in America. Anytime one’s looking 
for work and can’t find a job means we’ve 
got to do—we’ve got to have a pro-growth 
agenda. Anytime somebody wants to work 
and can’t put food on the table means we’ve 
got a problem in America. 

Let me tell you what we think. People on 
this stage believe that the tax cuts we passed, 
the tax cuts that Congress enacted, was one 
of the best remedies for making sure people 
can find work. And the reason why is because 
when somebody has more of his own or her 
own money in their pocket, they’re more 
than likely to demand an additional good or 
a service. And in the marketplace, when you 
demand a good or a service, somebody is 
likely to produce the good or a service. And 
when somebody produces the good or a serv-
ice, somebody in Colorado or elsewhere in 
the country is more likely to find work. The 
tax relief we passed came at exactly the right 
time in American economic history. 

And I want to thank Senator Allard for his 
support. I don’t have to worry about his posi-
tion on tax relief. Nor do I have to worry 
about Bob Beauprez’s position on tax relief. 
And that’s the kind of representation you 
need to have in Washington. It’s still an issue, 
because the Senate rules are such that after 

10 years, the tax relief we passed goes away. 
See, that creates a sense of uncertainty in 
the marketplace. It’s hard to plan if the tax 
rules are going to change on you. 

The tax relief plan we passed made emi-
nent sense for our small businesses. Seventy 
percent of the new jobs in America are cre-
ated by small businesses. And when you re-
duce the rates, the individual tax rates, it af-
fects small-business growth because most 
small businesses are sole proprietorships or 
limited partnerships. For the sake of job cre-
ation, for the sake of enhancing the entrepre-
neurial spirit, for the sake of strengthening 
the small-business sector in America, you 
need to send people to the Senate and the 
Congress who will make the tax relief perma-
nent. 

I know there is concern about what they 
call ‘‘urban sprawl’’ here in Colorado. One 
of the reasons why urban sprawl can get out 
of hand is because farmers and ranchers are 
forced to sell their property before they want 
to because of the death tax. The tax relief 
plan we passed puts the death tax on its way 
to extinction. However, because of the Sen-
ate rules, it doesn’t go away after 10 years. 
It kind of heads toward extinction, but 
doesn’t die. It’s like the Senate giveth, and 
then they taketh away. You better have you 
a United States Senator and Members of the 
United States Congress who will support the 
administration and make the repeal of the 
death tax permanent. 

We need Members of the United States 
Congress who will work with the administra-
tion to get an energy bill. We can’t get an 
energy bill out of the Congress. That doesn’t 
make any sense. Listen, we are dependent 
upon foreign sources of crude oil, and some 
of those sources of crude oil aren’t really 
friendly to the United States of America. I 
wouldn’t call them friends. For the sake of 
job security, for the sake of national security, 
we need people in Congress who will work 
with us to get an energy bill which encour-
ages conservation, encourages renewable 
sources of energy but, at the same time, en-
courages exploration, environmentally 
friendly exploration, so we become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy. 

I look forward to having people in the 
United States Congress with whom I can 
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work, like Wayne and Bob, to make sure 
we’ve got reasonable forest policy. You all 
suffered a lot of burning here in the West 
because we’ve had lousy forest policy, forest 
policy that didn’t make any sense, forest pol-
icy that just said, ‘‘Let’s just ignore the forest. 
Let’s just let this kindling build up. Let’s cre-
ate a dangerous situation.’’ And then all of 
a sudden, lightening struck, or man may 
strike, and these forests that have been not 
tended to, forests that have been ignored, 
caught on fire and our heritage was de-
stroyed. 

For the sake of good environmental policy, 
commonsense environmental policy, send 
these two people up there so they can join 
with us, so we can have a forest policy that 
protects our forest by thinning out the dead 
wood, by making sure kindling doesn’t pile 
up, to prevent forest fires from happening 
in the first place through sound forest man-
agement practices. 

I look forward to working with these two 
men to make sure our Medicare system 
works. Medicine has changed, and Medicare 
hasn’t. Medicine is modern, got all kinds of 
new technologies and drugs that will help 
save lives, and Medicare is stuck in the past. 
For the sake of honoring our commitments 
to our seniors, we need people in Congress 
with whom we can work to make sure Medi-
care is modern and our seniors have got a 
prescription drug benefit. 

No, there’s a lot of things we can work 
on, a lot of things we can work on together 
to make America a stronger place and a bet-
ter place. One way I can—I believe I can 
influence America in a positive way is to 
make sure I get some good judges nominated 
for the Federal bench, the kind of judges 
who apply the law as it’s written, not who 
go on the bench to write new laws of their 
own. And the Senate has got a lousy record 
on my judges. We need to change the Senate 
for a lot of reasons, and one reason is to make 
sure we’ve got a sound judiciary. There’s no 
question where Wayne Allard stands when 
it comes to good, conservative judges. He’s 
a vote on which I can count. 

There’s a lot we can do together to make 
sure the economy is strong and the health 
care systems work, make sure environmental 
policy makes sense. These two men up here 

on stage with me are running for office, are 
exactly the right answers for Colorado. 

We’ve also got to make sure that we are 
able to continue to do the most important 
job we have, and that’s to protect the home-
land. See, America is still under threat. Oh, 
we can play like we are aren’t. We can play 
like there’s not a threat out there, but that’s 
just not the way I am. I think we need to 
have people in Congress and around the 
country who are realistic, see clearly the 
threats we face. We’ve got to do that. The 
most important job we have as Government 
is to protect innocent life. 

And the reason why the issue is still alive 
is because there’s an enemy lurking around 
out there that is pretty tough. And they’re 
resolute, and they’re driven by hatred. They 
hate what we love. We love life. Everybody 
matters, as far as we’re concerned. Every-
body is precious. They have no regard for 
innocent life whatsoever. They hate the fact 
that we love freedom. We love our freedom 
of religion. We love our freedom of speech. 
We love every aspect of freedom, and we’re 
not changing. We’re not intimidated. As a 
matter of fact, the more they hate our free-
doms; the more we love our freedoms. 

And so we’ve got to do everything we can 
to protect the homeland. We’ve got to be 
realistic about the threats we face. See, after 
September the 11th, 2001, it should be evi-
dent to all Americans that these oceans no 
longer protect us. A while ago it would be 
easy to say there’s a conflict somewhere, and 
we can pick and choose if we want to be 
involved, or there may be a threat emerging, 
but we really don’t have to worry about it 
that much because we’ve got oceans to pro-
tect us. Now we realize that the battlefield 
is here at home. The battlefields used to be 
elsewhere. They’re here at home now, which 
means the stakes are much higher. And when 
we see a threat, we’ve got to be realistic 
about the threat, and we’ve got to be firm 
in our resolve to deal with threats. 

And there’s a true threat which exists in 
Iraq. Oh, we can hope the man changes, but 
I want you to remember that this is a person 
who has gassed his own people. It’s a person 
who claims he has no weapons of mass de-
struction, in order to escape the dictums of 
the U.N. Security Council and the United 
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Nations, but he’s got them. See, he’ll lie. 
He’ll deceive us. And he’ll use them. 

He can’t stand America. He can’t stand our 
friends and allies. For 11 years he’s defied 
16 resolutions out of the United Nations. You 
see, 11 years ago, he said he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction. He told the 
world, ‘‘Fine, I got whipped, and I’m not 
going to have weapons of mass destruction.’’ 
And then he defied the U.N., resolution after 
resolution after resolution. He’s a threat to 
America, and he’s a threat to our friends. 
He’s even more of a threat now that we’ve 
learned that he’s anxious to have—once again 
to develop a nuclear weapon. He’s got con-
nections with Al Qaida. 

And so I went to the United Nations to 
raise the issue. I went there for a couple of 
reasons. One, I want the United Nations to 
be effective. It seems like to me that, if the 
new war we fight requires intelligence shar-
ing and cutting off the money, then we ought 
to have a group of nations working toward 
that end. I don’t want the United Nations 
to be the League of Nations, but it’s their 
choice to make. They have the choice to 
make, to free—the leaders of the free world 
have got a choice to make as to whether or 
not Saddam is going to be allowed to defy 
their resolutions and weaken—weaken their 
capacity to keep the peace—their choice. 

And Saddam Hussein has got a choice to 
make too. He can do what he said he would 
do; he can disarm. The Congress debated the 
issue, members from both parties stated their 
opinion. It was a good, healthy, open debate. 
And the Congress has now joined with the 
administration to speak with one voice, and 
here’s our message. Our message from 
America is this: If the United Nations does 
not have the will or the courage to disarm 
Saddam Hussein, and if Saddam Hussein will 
not disarm, for the sake of peace, for the 
sake of freedom, the United States will lead 
a coalition and disarm Saddam Hussein. 

No, we’ve got to be realistic. We must be 
realistic here in America. We can’t hope for 
the best. Times have changed. The battle-
field is here, as we learned so clearly on that 
fateful day. And they’re still out there. The 
poor souls of—in Indonesia who lost their 
lives are an example of what I’m talking 
about. These people are coldblooded killers. 

But you’ve got to know there’s a lot of good 
people working hard here at home to protect 
you, people at the Federal level and at the 
State level, the local level, people working 
overtime to run down any hint or to chase 
down any lead so we can deny, disrupt any 
plans. We get a hint; I’m telling you, we’re 
moving on it. We’re doing everything we can. 
See, we are on alert. We’re now aware of 
the realities we face. 

But we can do a better job, and that’s why 
I asked Congress to join me in the creation 
of a Department of Homeland Security, so 
we can better coordinate amongst the agen-
cies involved with the with securing the 
homeland, so we can set the homeland secu-
rity as the priority, if need be change cul-
tures, so we’ve got people all headed in the 
same direction, which is your protection. And 
the House of Representatives passed a good 
bill. But it’s stuck in the Senate. They 
couldn’t get it out of the Senate. They’re try-
ing to extract too high a price from me. 

For 40 years, Presidents have had the abil-
ity to suspend collective bargaining rules in 
any Department when the national security 
is at stake. For 40 years, since John Kennedy, 
Presidents have had that power. And now the 
Senate, in a time of war, wants to take that 
power away from me. I’ll have that power 
in the Agriculture Department but not in the 
Department of Homeland Security. And I’m 
not going to accept a lousy bill from the Sen-
ate. And I want to thank Wayne Allard for 
his support. I know where he stands. 

The best way, however, to secure our 
homeland, the best way to make sure we de-
fend our freedoms and fulfill our obligations 
to our children is to hunt these killers down, 
one at a time, and bring them to justice, 
which is exactly what we’re going to do. It’s 
going to take a while. It’s not an easy lift. 
It’s going to take a while. This isn’t one of 
these instant gratification deals. This is going 
to take a while to get it done. 

The Congress responded to my budget re-
quest for the largest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the Presi-
dent. I want to thank them for that. I signed 
that the other day in the Rose Garden. And 
we signed that—I asked for that amount of 
money for two reasons. One, anytime this 
country commits our troops into harm’s way, 
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they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. We owe 
that to our troops, and we owe that to the 
loved ones of our troops. And for all the loved 
ones of our troops out there, I want to thank 
you for your sacrifices, and you tell your son, 
daughter, grandson, granddaughter, however 
he or she is related to you, that the Com-
mander in Chief is confident in their capacity 
and proud of their service to the United 
States of America. 

And the other message we’re sending loud 
and clear, that defense bill sends this mes-
sage loud and clear to friend and foe alike, 
that we’re in this deal for the long haul. 
There is not a calendar on my desk in the 
Oval Office that says by such-and-such a 
date, you quit. That’s just—that’s not the way 
I think. That’s not the way most Americans 
think, because they understand freedom is 
precious and they understand the stakes. 
They can see clearly that the battleground 
has shifted, and we have an obligation and 
a duty for future generations of America to 
stay the course. And that’s exactly what we’re 
going to do. 

The doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re with 
us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ it still stands 
too. And we’re making progress at disman-
tling the terrorist organization. We’ve hauled 
in a couple of thousand. One by one, we’re 
finding them and bringing them to justice; 
like number were not as lucky. In either case, 
the sum total is, they’re not a problem to 
the United States or our friends and allies 
anymore. 

The other day, one of them popped his 
head up. See, these are the kinds of people 
that hide in caves. They don’t fly airplanes 
like the one I used to fly, the 102, or they 
don’t sit in tanks. They hide in caves, and 
they send their youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. And so you’ve got to treat this like 
a manhunt. One time, a guy the other day 
named bin al-Shibh, who was going to be 
the twentieth hijacker, he popped his head 
up, and he’s not a problem anymore. We’ve 
got a lot of good people chasing them down, 
a lot of good people. Sometimes you’ll see 
about it, read about it, or see it on TV, and 
sometimes you’re just not going to see it. But 
you’ve got to know the manhunt is on, and 
it doesn’t matter how long it takes, doesn’t 

matter how long it takes. I like our chances 
better than theirs. We’ve got a fabulous mili-
tary, and we’ve got a great resolve. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
their mind. They must have thought our reli-
gion was materialism. They must have 
thought we were so self-centered and so ab-
sorbed with our own kind of shallow mate-
rialism that all we would do after September 
the 11th was file a lawsuit. [Laughter] They 
just didn’t understand, and they’re going to 
pay a dear price for doing what they did to 
America. 

You see, this great country—this country 
understands what’s at stake. This country is 
strong. This country is resolved. And by 
being strong and by being resolved, there’s 
going to be some incredible good come out 
of the evil done to America, starting with 
peace. Amidst all the talk you’re hearing, 
you’ve got to understand my vision is for a 
peaceful world. 

Oh, I understand the stakes; I see the risks. 
But the dream—and it’s an achievable 
dream—is for the world to be peaceful, not 
only for Americans but for people in parts 
of the world that have quit on peace, parts 
of the world like the Middle East, where they 
just think peace doesn’t have a chance. I be-
lieve we can achieve peace. I believe this Na-
tion can lead the world to a peaceful world. 

We’re going to have to be strong. We’re 
going to have to be tough at times. And we’ve 
always got to remember the value we hold 
most dear, freedom, is not an American-cre-
ated value. It’s a God-given value that applies 
to everybody around the world. No, we can 
achieve a peaceful world, and also at home 
we can achieve a more compassionate world 
as well. 

The evil done to America caused a lot of 
good folks to take a step back, to kind of 
take an inventory of that which is important 
in their lives. A lot of good folks took a step 
back and said, ‘‘How can I best serve my 
country? What can I do? What can I do to 
help fight evil?’’ And the answer is, if you 
really want to help, love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

See, Government can hand out money, 
and we can do things. We’ll work hard on 
education matters. We’ll work hard to make 
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sure the Medicare system works. And Gov-
ernment can pass money out. Sometimes we 
do a pretty good job of it. [Laughter] But 
what it cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts or sense of purpose in people’s lives. 

The best way to convert the evil done to 
America to some good is to recognize there’s 
pockets of despair and hopelessness in Amer-
ica. There’s loneliness. There’s addiction. 
There are people who hurt in our midst. And 
so long as some of us hurt, we all hurt. And 
the best way to cure that loneliness and hurt 
is for a fellow American to put their arm 
around somebody in need and say, ‘‘I love 
you. What can I do to help you?’’

You see, the enemy had no idea who they 
were hitting. They didn’t understand Amer-
ica like I do and you do. This is a country 
full of people that are decent and honorable, 
people who learned the lesson of Flight 93. 
That was the lesson of people who were fly-
ing across the country. They heard the plane 
was going to be used as a weapon. They told 
their loved ones goodbye. They said a prayer. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the 
plane into the ground to serve something 
greater than themselves. 

No, the American spirit of sacrifice and 
service and compassion and love is alive and 
strong. And therefore, I boldly predict that 
out of the evil done to America will not only 
come a more peaceful world, but out of the 
evil done to America will be a more compas-
sionate America, where the great hope of this 
country, the great vibrancy of the American 
Dream, will be alive and well in every corner, 
in every neighborhood here in America. I’m 
an optimistic fellow because I understand 
that America is the greatest country, full of 
the finest people on the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless you, 
and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at the 
Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum. 
In his remarks, he referred to Joan Allard, wife 
of Senator Wayne Allard; Gov. Bill Owens of Col-
orado, and his wife, Frances; Marilyn Musgrave, 
candidate for Colorado’s Fourth Congressional 
District; Ken Chlouber, candidate for Colorado’s 
First Congressional District; President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al 
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan the 

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.

Remarks on Signing the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002
October 29, 2002

The President. Thanks for coming. Good 
morning. 

Before we begin today, I would like to 
pause and remember a devoted public serv-
ant who was taken from us last Friday, along 
with his wife and his daughter and several 
other members—several other Americans. 
Paul Wellstone was a deeply principled and 
a good-hearted man. He will be missed by 
all who knew him and by all who had the 
privilege of serving with him. So before we 
begin, would you join me in a moment of 
silence in honor of his memory. 

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.] 

The President. Today I’m proud to sign 
into law an important reform for our Nation. 
Americans are a self-governing people, and 
the central commitment of self-government 
is free and fair elections. The Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 is a bipartisan measure to 
help States and localities update their sys-
tems of voting and ensure the integrity of 
elections in America. 

The commission that helped inspire this 
legislation was led by two exceptional Ameri-
cans, with broad experience in public service, 
our 38th and 39th President—Presidents. 
[Laughter] Although Gerald Ford and Jimmy 
Carter could not be here today, our Nation 
is grateful for their work on election reform 
and for all they have given to America. We’re 
pleased, however to be joined by the co-
chairmen of the commission, former Con-
gressman Bob Michel of Illinois, former 
Presidential Counselor Lloyd Cutler. Thank 
you both for coming. Thank you for your 
good work. 

I also appreciate—I also want to thank the 
Members of Congress who are here with us 
today. I particularly want to thank Senator 
Christopher Dodd and Congressman Bob 
Ney for their hard work on this legislation. 
I appreciate Senators Mitch McConnell and 
Kit Bond for joining us. I appreciate Jim 
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Langevin from Rhode Island for coming. 
And I’m honored that Connie Morella from 
Maryland is with us as well. And Steny 
Hoyer, from Maryland, has joined us as well. 
These Members worked hard, along with the 
chairman, John Conyers, of the State of 
Michigan. The Members didn’t let—didn’t 
get discouraged. They worked through the 
issues, and they produced a really good piece 
of legislation. I’m proud to be able to sign 
this bill. 

I also want to thank the four secretaries 
of state from around the country who have 
joined us. I appreciate you taking time to wit-
ness this important—the signing of this im-
portant piece of legislation. 

The vitality of America’s democracy de-
pends on the fairness and accuracy of Amer-
ica’s elections. Over two centuries our coun-
try has broadened the right to vote and sealed 
that right in law, making our Government 
more accountable to the people and more 
representative of the people. When problems 
arise in the administration of elections, we 
have a responsibility to fix them. Every reg-
istered voter deserves to have confidence 
that the system is fair and elections are hon-
est, that every vote is recorded and that the 
rules are consistently applied. 

The legislation I sign today will add to the 
Nation’s confidence. Each State will be re-
quired to maintain a clean and current and 
accurate State—statewide list of registered 
voters, making it easier to register and easier 
to detect fraud. Under this law, people reg-
istering to vote are required to prove that 
they are who they say they are with appro-
priate identification. First-time voters who 
register by mail will be asked to provide iden-
tification when they cast their ballots. This 
law also creates new criminal penalties for 
providing false information and punishes 
anyone guilty of conspiracy to deprive voters 
of a fair election. 

Each polling place must have at least one 
voting machine accessible to persons with 
disabilities. When people show up at the 
polls and their voting registration is in doubt, 
they should not be turned away but allowed 
to cast a provisional ballot so their vote can 
be counted if it is later verified that they are 
properly registered. And every State must 
have a fair procedure for hearing and resolv-

ing voter complaints. Under these reforms, 
training and education will be provided to 
pollworkers and voters, reducing the possi-
bility of confusion and error at the polls. 

Along with the resources come high stand-
ards for the integrity of elections. States must 
ensure that voting systems have minimal 
rates of error and allow voters a reasonable 
opportunity to review their ballots and cor-
rect any mistakes before a vote is cast. 

The administration of elections is primarily 
a State and local responsibility. The fairness 
of all elections, however, is a national pri-
ority. And through these reforms, the Fed-
eral Government will help State and local of-
ficials to conduct elections that have the con-
fidence of all Americans. We’re counting on 
these officials to meet their responsibilities 
to protect the sanctity of the vote and to en-
courage Americans to exercise the right to 
vote. 

All of us in America have a duty to vote. 
I urge all Americans to show up for this elec-
tion cycle on November 5th, to do their duty 
as Americans, to recognize in a free society 
we have a responsibility to participate in the 
process. 

Citizens of every political viewpoint can be 
proud of this important law. This legislation 
reflects the judgments of a distinguished bi-
partisan commission. These measures were 
carefully considered and overwhelmingly 
adopted by the House and the Senate. Con-
gress has made a vital contribution to the 
democratic process. 

Now it’s my honor to sign into law the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred 
to the October 25 crash of a twin engine King 
Air aircraft in Eveleth, MN, which took the lives 
of Senator Paul Wellstone of Minnesota; his wife, 
Sheila; his daughter, Marcia Wellstone Markuson; 
campaign aides Will McLaughlin, Tom Lapic, and 
Mary McEvoy; pilot Richard Conroy; and copilot 
Michael Guess. H.R. 3295, approved October 29, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–252. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.
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Statement on Signing the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002
October 29, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3295, 
the ‘‘Help America Vote Act of 2002.’’ This 
Act comports with the basic principles set 
forth in the final report of the bipartisan Na-
tional Commission on Federal Election Re-
form, which I endorsed in July of 2001. Con-
sequently, the Act appropriately respects the 
primacy of State and local governments in 
the administration of elections, while helping 
to ensure the integrity and efficiency of vot-
ing processes in Federal elections by pro-
viding Federal governmental support for that 
vital endeavor. 

Section 203(a)(2) of the Act mandates that 
members of the congressional leadership 
submit to the President recommendations of 
persons to be appointed to the Election As-
sistance Commission—an entity, created by 
the Act, that will exercise significant govern-
mental functions of an executive nature. The 
executive branch will not construe this provi-
sion as establishing the submission of con-
gressional recommendations as a condition 
precedent to presidential nomination of per-
sons for appointment to the Commission. 
Such a construction would impose impermis-
sible constraints on presidential power under 
the Appointments Clause of the Constitu-
tion. 

Section 203(a)(4) purports to require the 
President to make appointments to the Com-
mission no later than 120 days after enact-
ment of the new law. As with the provision 
regarding recommendations for appoint-
ment, this deadline unduly circumscribes the 
presidential appointment power. Moreover, 
this deadline is practically impossible to sat-
isfy given the time required for the pre-nomi-
nation personnel process and confirmation 
by the full Senate. For these reasons, the ex-
ecutive branch shall interpret this provision 
as advisory. 

Section 902(c) would authorize the Comp-
troller General, an officer of the legislative 
branch, to make determinations that would 
impose binding payment obligations upon 
entities outside that branch. Because this 
provision attempts to vest executive functions 
in the Comptroller General, it violates the 

constitutional principle of separation of pow-
ers. 

Finally, the executive branch shall imple-
ment section 101, concerning the provision 
of voting assistance, in a manner consistent 
with the equal protection requirements of 
the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amend-
ment to the Constitution. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 29, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 3295, approved October 29, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–252.

Proclamation 7615—National Family 
Caregivers Month, 2002
October 29, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
One of our most important responsibilities 

as citizens is to give back to our communities. 
Individuals who care for loved ones in their 
homes demonstrate the compassionate spirit 
of America. During National Family Care-
givers Month, we honor these individuals 
who bring hope and comfort to their fellow 
citizens in need. 

America’s family caregivers are vital to the 
strength of our communities. Through spe-
cialized care for family members with disabil-
ities or those who are aging or chronically 
ill, millions of caregivers help their loved 
ones live in a comforting environment. As 
the size of our elderly population continues 
to grow, home care increasingly represents 
an important, dignified, and compassionate 
alternative for countless individuals. 

To support and train families at all stages 
of caregiving, the Administration on Aging 
provides community-based assistance 
through the ‘‘National Family Caregiver Sup-
port Program.’’ This network of community 
service providers, faith-based organizations, 
tribal organizations, State and local agencies 
on aging, and hundreds of thousands of vol-
unteers informs caregivers that they are not 
alone, and that help is always available 
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through counseling, support groups, training, 
respite care, and supplemental services. 

As we work to build a culture of service, 
responsibility, and compassion, caregivers 
continue to bring our families and commu-
nities together. Through their efforts to assist 
loved ones in need, family caregivers dem-
onstrate the true spirit of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2002 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to pause to honor the 
family members, friends, and neighbors who 
shoulder caregiving responsibilities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:34 a.m., October 31, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 1.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Sudan 
October 29, 2002

On November 3, 1997, by Executive Order 
13067, the President declared a national 
emergency with respect to Sudan pursuant 
to the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Sudan, includ-
ing continuing concern about the presence 
and activities of certain terrorist groups, in-
cluding Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad, 
and the prevalence of human rights viola-
tions, including slavery, restrictions on reli-
gious freedom, and restrictions on political 
freedom. Because the actions and policies of 
the Government of Sudan continue to pose 

an unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security and foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on November 3, 1997, and the meas-
ures adopted on that date to deal with that 
emergency must continue in effect beyond 
November 3, 2002. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency 
with respect to Sudan. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 29, 2002. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:11 a.m., October 30, 2002] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on October 30, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on October 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
October 29, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the Sudan emergency is to continue in effect 
beyond November 3, 2002, to the Federal 
Register for publication. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was published 
in the Federal Register on October 31, 2001 
(66 Fed. Reg. 55869). 

The crisis between the United States and 
Sudan constituted by the actions and policies 
of the Government of Sudan, including con-
tinuing concern about the presence and ac-
tivities of certain terrorist groups, including 
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Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the 
prevalence of human rights violations, in-
cluding slavery, restrictions on religious free-
dom, and restrictions on political freedom, 
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on November 3, 1997, has not been 
resolved. These actions and policies are hos-
tile to U.S. interests and pose a continuing 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
Sudan and maintain in force the comprehen-
sive sanctions against Sudan to respond to 
this threat. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on October 30.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Sudan 

October 29, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing herewith a 
6-month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency with 
respect to Sudan that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13067 of November 3, 1997. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on October 30.

Remarks on the Judicial 
Confirmation Process 
October 30, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thank you, Al. 
He’s—everybody must have a good lawyer, 
and I got one in Al Gonzales. 

I want to welcome you all here to the 
White House. Thank you for coming. 

The Federal courts play a central role in 
American justice, protecting the innocent, 
punishing the guilty, resolving disputes, and 
upholding the rule of law. Yet, today, our 
Federal courts are in crisis. 

The judicial confirmation process does not 
work as it should. Nominees are too often 
mistreated; votes are delayed; hearings are 
denied. And dozens of Federal judgeships sit 
empty, and this endangers the quality of jus-
tice in America. Everyone knows these facts. 
Everyone knows the system isn’t working. 
These concerns are not new, and we will not 
find a solution in an endless cycle of blame 
and bitterness. 

Today I’m proposing a clean start for the 
process of nominating and confirming Fed-
eral judges. We must have an evenhanded, 
predictable procedure from the day a va-
cancy is announced to the day a new judge 
is sworn in. This procedure should apply now 
and in the future, no matter who lives in this 
house or who controls the Senate. We must 
return fairness and dignity to the judicial 
confirmation process. 

I want to thank the Judge, Al Gonzales, 
for working on this initiative, and I want to 
thank his team for working hard. I appreciate 
John Ashcroft’s service to our country. He 
is a great Attorney General, and I’m not say-
ing that just because his wife and her twin 
sister are here. [Laughter] 

I’m so pleased that Ted Olson, the Solic-
itor General, is with us. I thank Fred Field-
ing, the former counsel to President Ronald 
Reagan. Boyd Gray is with us, former Coun-
sel to Number 41. Dennis Archer is with us 
today, president-elect of the American Bar 
Association and, of course, the former mayor 
of Detroit. Mr. Mayor, thank you for coming. 
Thomas Hayward, chair of the Committee 
of Federal Judicial Improvements for the 
American Bar Association, and all of you, 
thank you for your interest in this subject. 
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Nearly 18 months ago, at an event right 
here in the East Room, I introduced my first 
11 nominees to the court of appeals. I urged 
Senators of both parties to provide a fair 
hearing and a prompt vote to each nominee. 
Thus far, only 3 of these 11 nominations have 
been brought to a vote in the United States 
Senate. 

The eight who are stalled in the Judiciary 
Committee include people such as John Rob-
erts. John Roberts has argued 38 cases before 
the Supreme Court. He has served as Deputy 
Solicitor General of the United States. He’s 
widely regarded as one of the best Supreme 
Court lawyers in America. 

And they include Miguel Estrada, who has 
argued 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme 
Court and has served in the Justice Depart-
ment, under Presidents of both political par-
ties, as a Federal prosecutor and as the As-
sistant to the Solicitor General. 

The Judiciary Committee has prevented 
full Senate action on people such as Priscilla 
Owen, who has served brilliantly on the 
Texas Supreme Court since 1995 and was 
overwhelmingly reelected by the people of 
Texas in the year 2000. 

Mr. Roberts, Mr. Estrada and Justice 
Owen have the highest ratings from the 
American Bar Association, which some Dem-
ocrat Senators have called ‘‘the gold stand-
ard.’’ They have broad support among law-
yers in both political parties. Both Mr. Rob-
erts and Mr. Estrada have the support of 
former President Clinton’s Solicitor General. 
Justice Owen is supported by three former 
Democrat justices of the Texas Supreme 
Court. 

In all, I have sent to the Senate 32 nomi-
nees for the court of appeals. They are well-
qualified men and women with experience, 
intelligence, character, and bipartisan home-
State support. They represent the main-
stream of American law and American val-
ues. Yet the Senate has confirmed only 14 
of these 32 nominees, which is far below the 
pace of past Senates at the start of an admin-
istration. It’s a lousy record. Not one of my 
nine pending nominees to fill vacancies on 
the Sixth and DC Circuit Courts has received 
a Senate vote, not one. As of November, 15 
of my appeals court nominees will have been 
forced to wait over a year for a hearing. 

That’s more in this Presidency than under 
the previous nine Presidents combined. 

There’s no good reason why any nominee 
should endure a year, a year and a half, or 
more, without the courtesy of an up-or-down 
floor vote. There is not one good reason why. 
Whatever the explanation, we clearly have a 
poisoned and polarized atmosphere in which 
well-qualified nominees are neither voted up 
or down; they are just left in limbo. This is 
unfair to the nominees and their families. 
This process discourages good people from 
serving as judges. It’s also unfair to the courts 
themselves, which are forced to handle a 
growing caseload without the judges they 
need. 

Nine percent of all Federal judgeships in 
America are now vacant—9 percent. Of the 
12 regional courts of appeals, the courts right 
below the Supreme Court, there is a 17-per-
cent vacancy rate. The Court of Appeals for 
the DC court, which rules on many signifi-
cant Constitutional and regulatory issues, 
now operates with one-third of its judgeships 
empty. And the Sixth Court of Appeals, 
which covers Kentucky and Ohio, Michigan 
and Tennessee, is nearly half empty, with 9 
active judges doing the work of 16. 

Meanwhile, the number of Federal appeal 
court filings reached an all-time high this 
year. Benches are empty; the number of 
court filings has increased to an all-time high. 
We can expect them to increase even further 
as a result of the war on terror, corporate 
fraud prosecutions, and issues arising out of 
the September the 11th attacks. 

If the judicial vacancies go unfulfilled, we 
will see more crowded dockets and longer 
delays. The Federal courts will be unable to 
act in a timely manner to protect constitu-
tional rights, to resolve civil disputes, and en-
force the criminal laws, the environmental 
laws, and the civil rights laws that affects the 
lives and liberties of every single American. 
Chief Justice Rehnquist has called this situa-
tion alarming. The American Bar Associa-
tion’s report has described the current status 
of the Federal judiciary as an emergency situ-
ation. 

The judicial crisis is the result of a broken 
system, and we have a duty to repair it. I 
want to work with the Senate to fashion a 
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new approach to filling Federal court vacan-
cies. We should leave behind the arguments 
and grievances of the past. We need to fix 
this problem together. That’s why we’ve 
come to Washington, to fix problems, and 
each branch of Government can contribute, 
and must contribute, to a better system. 

So today I’m offering four specific pro-
posals to break the logjam in Washington and 
bring the Federal courts of appeals and dis-
trict courts to full strength. 

First, I call on Federal judges on the courts 
of appeals and district courts to notify the 
President of their intention to retire at least 
a year in advance, whenever this is possible. 
Because the nomination and confirmation of 
a Federal judge is a lengthy process under 
the best of circumstances, judges who retire 
without advance notice can unintentionally 
create a judicial vacancy that can last for 
many months. The request for one year ad-
vance notice builds on existing policy of the 
judiciary and will help us work toward a sys-
tem in which a new Federal judge is ready 
to take the bench on a day the sitting judge 
retires. That’s the goal. 

Second, I propose that Presidents submit 
a nomination to the Senate within 180 days 
of receiving notice of a Federal court vacancy 
or intended retirement. In other words, we 
have a responsibility as well to make sure the 
judiciary is sound and whole. This will speed 
up the sometimes time-consuming process of 
obtaining recommendations and evaluations 
from home-State Senators and Representa-
tives and Governors and bar leaders, while 
leaving ample time for Presidents to vet and 
choose nominees of the highest quality. 

Third, I call on the Senate Judiciary—Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee to commit to hold-
ing a hearing within 90 days of receiving a 
nomination. A strict deadline is the best way 
to ensure that judicial nominees are promptly 
and fairly considered, and 90 days is more 
than enough time for the committee to con-
duct necessary research before holding a 
hearing. That’s plenty of time. 

Finally, I call on the full Senate to commit 
to an up-or-down floor vote on each nominee 
no later than 180 days after the nomination 
is submitted. This is a very generous period 
of time that will allow all the Senators to 

evaluate nominees and have their votes 
counted. 

Our proposals would not favor Democrats 
or Republicans. The plan would be fair and 
would apply to—regardless of who the Presi-
dent is. It doesn’t matter who the President 
is. What matters is a system which works. 

For the first time in years, the judicial con-
firmation process would work as it was in-
tended to work. All Senators would have a 
chance to make their voices heard and their 
views known, and that’s important. All nomi-
nees would have the certainty of an up-or-
down Senate floor vote within a reasonable 
period of time, and that is important. All 
Presidents would know that their judicial 
nominations would be addressed promptly. 
All Americans would see a more dignified 
process and have their Federal courts fully 
staffed to protect their rights and their lib-
erties. And the vacancy crisis would be re-
solved once and for all. 

I urge every Member of the Senate, in par-
ticular those serving on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, to carefully consider this new begin-
ning for the judicial nomination process, to 
weigh their responsibilities, to look at the va-
cancy problem we have, to act in a respon-
sible fashion. 

The failure of the judicial confirmation 
process is harming the administration of jus-
tice in America. That is a fact. The current 
state of affairs is not merely another round 
of political wrangling. It is a disturbing failure 
to meet our responsibilities under the Con-
stitution. The Constitution has given us a 
shared duty, and we must meet that duty to-
gether. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Attorney General Ashcroft’s wife, 
Janet Ashcroft, and sister-in-law, Anne Giddings; 
and former Solicitor General Seth P. Waxman.

Statement on Signing the Niagara 
Falls National Heritage Area Study 
Act 
October 30, 2002

I have signed into law S. 1227, the Niagara 
Falls National Heritage Area Study Act. The 
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Act requires the Secretary of the Interior to 
study the suitability and feasibility of estab-
lishing the Niagara Falls National Heritage 
Area in the State of New York, along and 
in the vicinity of the Niagara River. 

Section 3(d) purports to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to submit to the Con-
gress recommendations related to legislation. 
The executive branch shall construe this pro-
vision in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to submit for 
consideration to the Congress legislative pro-
posals as the President judges are necessary 
and expedient. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 30, 2002. 

NOTE: S. 1227, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–256.

Remarks in Aberdeen, South Dakota 
October 31, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Thanks a 
lot for coming. Thanks for having me here. 
The next time you get me to come back, let’s 
go pheasant hunting. I can’t go today. 
[Laughter] I’ve got to work. I’m traveling our 
country to remind people that the American 
spirit is alive and well today. 

That spirit is the spirit of a determined 
nation willing to defend our freedoms, no 
matter what the cost. That American spirit 
says loud and clear that we’re willing to serve 
something greater than ourselves. We’re will-
ing to serve people in need, a community 
we love. And part of the American spirit is 
for our citizens to exercise their duty, and 
their duty is to cast a vote on November the 
5th. You have a duty. You have a duty in 
this country. If you believe in freedom, if you 
believe in the values that make this country 
the finest nation on the face of the Earth, 
you have a duty to go to the polls. That’s 
part of what it means to live in a free society. 

I want to thank you all who have voted. 
I want to thank you who are fixing to vote. 
And I’ve got some suggestions for you when 
you get inside the voting booth. [Laughter] 
For the sake of South Dakota, for the sake 

of our country, John Thune should be the 
next United States Senator. 

Audience members. Thune! Thune! 
Thune! 

The President. For the sake of South Da-
kota and for the sake of the country, Bill 
Janklow needs to be the next United States 
Congressman. And for the sake of South Da-
kota, particularly the sake for excellence in 
education, Mike Rounds needs to be the next 
Governor. 

I urge all the citizens of this State and 
around the country, Republican, Democrat, 
or independent alike, to go to the polls. But 
I believe when those discerning Democrats 
and those wise independents take a look at 
the candidates that I’m here to support, 
they’re going to vote for them. It’s in the 
best interests of their families. It’s in the best 
interests of this State that these three men 
be elected to their offices. 

Not only have these three good men de-
cided to put their hat in the ring, all of them 
married above themselves. [Laughter] Kim-
berley Thune is a great wife of John Thune. 
She is a wonderful lady. She’ll bring a lot 
of class—she has brought a lot of class to 
Washington. We’re proud to call her friend. 
John is proud to call her wife, and her kids 
are proud to call her mother. 

I’m proud to be up here with Mary Dean 
Janklow, who’s been a great first lady for the 
State of South Dakota. And Jean Rounds will 
be a great first lady for the State of South 
Dakota. 

I know something about First Ladies. One 
of them got stuck with me. [Laughter] Laura 
sends her love; she sends her very best. She’s 
coming to the State to campaign, which 
means you drew the short straw. [Laughter] 
Laura and I share the values of the people 
of South Dakota. After all, as John men-
tioned, we were raised in west Texas. It’s 
good. [Laughter] Then you know what I’m 
talking about. Actually, when I married 
Laura, she was a public school librarian. She 
didn’t like politics. She didn’t care for politi-
cians. [Laughter] Thank goodness she said 
yes when I was there on bended knee. Amer-
ica now knows why I asked her to marry me. 
She’s smart. She’s capable. She’s calm. She 
is a great First Lady for this country. 
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I want to thank Dr. Hilpert for opening 
up this beautiful facility for this rally. I want 
to thank the university staff for putting up 
with the President’s entourage. I want to 
thank you for your hospitality. I want to thank 
the mayor of Aberdeen, Tom Hooper, for 
coming out to say hello today. I appreciate—
Tom Hopper. I appreciate very much his 
hospitality. I want to thank all my citizens 
for coming. 

I want to thank the grassroots activists who 
are here. I want to thank you for your activity 
in the democratic process. I want to thank 
you for turning out the vote. I want to thank 
you for what you have done in the past. I 
want to thank you for what you are going 
to do during the next couple of days, which 
is to man the phones, which is to go to your 
coffee shops and remind the people there 
that when you find good, honorable, decent, 
honest people, they ought to vote for them. 
When you go to your community centers, 
urge your neighbors to turn out to vote. 
Make sure that you do your duty not only 
to vote but, if you believe in the character 
and the vision of these candidates, turn out 
your neighbors to the polls come next Tues-
day. Work hard. And you know what’s going 
to happen on election day: These three good 
people are going to get elected. 

And there is a reason why. Mike Rounds 
has got a vision for education for this State 
that says no child will be left behind, a vision 
which says every child can be educated. 
There’s a reason why to vote for him, besides 
the fact that he’s a good and honorable man. 
It’s because he’s got a vision that’s positive 
for the future of this State. 

There’s a reason to support Janklow, be-
sides the fact he and I are good buddies. 
There’s a reason to support him, besides the 
fact it will be a vote that I can count on to 
make sure that we go the right direction in 
this country, and that is, he’s got a solid 
record of accomplishment in the State of 
South Dakota. 

And there’s a reason why John Thune 
ought to be in the Senate. He’s an inde-
pendent fellow who works on behalf of the 
citizens of South Dakota with all his heart. 
He can work with both Democrats and Re-
publicans. He doesn’t get caught up in all 
the nasty rhetoric that tends to divide our 

Nation’s Capital, that rhetoric which sends 
bad signals to many of our citizenry. He’s 
a fellow who works hard on behalf of the 
schoolchildren of South Dakota. After all, 
with his help we were able to send $185 mil-
lion in educational funding this year. John 
Thune was working hard to make sure that 
the schools of South Dakota were treated 
well. 

He’s a man who is committed to our mili-
tary, not just at election time, by the way. 
After all, his dad, Harold, was a World War 
II fighter pilot who taught John that peace 
comes through strength, that the stronger 
this Nation of ours is, the more peaceful the 
world will become. John also, like me, listens 
to his mother. [Laughter] She told him, she 
said, ‘‘You get up there, you better make sure 
Social Security is secure.’’ And he has made 
that commitment. 

I look forward to working with John on 
key issues in the United States Senate, like 
Medicare. That’s a key issue. This Nation has 
made a promise to our seniors, and we need 
to do something about the Medicare system. 
After all, medicine is modern; Medicare isn’t. 
Medicine has changed, but Medicare is stuck 
in the past. I need a Senator with whom I 
can work to modernize Medicare, and a mod-
ern Medicare system means prescription 
drugs for our seniors. 

I need somebody I can work with in the 
Senate to make sure that the crisis of our—
in our judiciary gets solved. There’s too many 
vacancies in our—on our Federal benches, 
which means the dockets are crowded. It 
means Americans aren’t getting the justice 
they deserve. The Senate has done a lousy 
job with my nominees. I need a Senator with 
whom I can work to make sure that we stop 
playing petty partisan politics with the judi-
cial nominations I’ve sent up, to make sure 
people’s records aren’t distorted, and to 
make sure we have a bench that is full of 
judges who aren’t there to write the law but 
are there to strictly interpret the United 
States Constitution. And make no mistake 
about it; that Senator is John Thune. 

Audience members. Thune! Thune! 
Thune! 

The President. I appreciate the fact that 
John understands the importance of agri-
culture in our economy and in our way of 
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life. He tried to convince me of that one 
time. I said, ‘‘You don’t have to convince me. 
I’m from the second largest agricultural State 
in the country.’’ He said, ‘‘Yeah, but you’re 
not from South Dakota.’’ I said, ‘‘No, good 
point.’’ [Laughter] He understands farmers 
and ranchers. We both know the values that 
are found on our farms and our ranches, 
those family values that are dear to the heart 
of America. 

He knows, if you’re good at something, we 
ought to promote it. We’re good at raising 
crops, and we ought to be selling them all 
around the world, for the sake of South Da-
kota farmers and South Dakota ranchers. 

He’s a commonsense fellow. He under-
stands good, practical policies can make a 
large difference. We need to change our for-
est policies. We need to change our forest 
policies for the sake of the people who live 
in this State. We need to change our forest 
policies so we can preserve our national 
treasure. It doesn’t make any sense to have 
a forest policy that will not allow for thinning 
and clearing, a forest policy that is so back-
ward that we allow kindling to build up in 
these forests, and then with an act of nature 
or with a sleight of hand by mankind, our 
national treasures burn to the ground. John 
Thune has got a commonsense vision for 
good forest policy. I look forward to working 
with him in the United Nations Senate to 
preserve these national heritages. 

I look forward to working with John to deal 
with some of the high hurdles we have to 
cross as a nation. One of the high hurdles 
is our economy. Anytime people are looking 
for work and they can’t find work means 
we’ve got a problem in America. We’ve got 
some good news today. The third quarter 
growth was positive, and that’s good. We’re 
kind of moving our way toward a time when 
people can find work. But there’s more to 
do. There’s more to do, and Congress has 
a role to play. They need to get an 
antiterrorism insurance bill to my desk that 
will put hardhats back to work, that rewards 
hardhats and not America’s trial lawyers. 

But one of the best things we can do is 
to make sure these tax relief plans that we—
package we passed is permanent. The Senate 
rules say that they last for only 10 years. That 
creates uncertainty. How can a small-busi-

ness owner plan for the future if the Tax 
Code is going to shift around on him or her? 
You can’t. If you want to create jobs, there 
must be steadiness in our Tax Code. There 
has to be a permanency to the rules. 

And we passed a tax relief plan that over 
the next 10 years will yield $3.2 billion in 
tax relief to the South Dakota citizens. That 
means you have more money in your pocket. 
And when you have more money in your 
pocket, it means you’re likely to demand a 
good or a service. And when you demand 
a good or a service, in the marketplace it 
means somebody is likely to produce that 
good or a service, which means somebody 
is more likely to find work. For the sake of 
jobs, for the sake of job creation, we need 
to make the tax relief permanent. 

Be wary of those folks who say we need 
to revisit the tax relief plan. That’s Wash-
ington, DC, code for, ‘‘I’m fixing to raise your 
taxes.’’ When the economy is bumping along, 
we don’t need to be raising taxes; we need 
to be reducing taxes. And we’ve got to also 
remember you need to have somebody in 
Washington that understands whose money 
we’re talking about. That money is not the 
Government’s money. We’re talking about 
your money. 

So I look forward to working with Senator 
Thune and Congressman Janklow on the 
issues that relate to the—our citizenry, issues 
like economic growth and good health sys-
tems and education. The biggest issue we’ll 
be working on together is to protect the 
American people. That’s the biggest issue. 
The biggest challenge we have in America 
is to protect our citizens from killers. They’re 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers. 
These people have hijacked a great religion, 
and they kill innocent life. See, they don’t 
like America; they don’t value life like we 
do. We say in our country, ‘‘Everybody mat-
ters. Everybody is precious in the sight of 
an Almighty. Everybody counts.’’ That’s not 
the ways these folks we’re chasing down 
think. You just got to know that. 

But the Nation is—we’ve been warned. 
We understand the stakes. We understand 
our life is changed. And so there’s a lot of 
good folks doing everything they can to do 
our number one job, which is to protect you, 
a lot of good folks at the Federal level and 
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the State level and the local level doing ev-
erything we can to disrupt and deny, to run 
down every hint, every lead. Anytime we’ve 
got any kind of inkling that somebody is 
thinking about doing something to an Amer-
ican and something to our homeland, you’ve 
just got to know we’re moving on it, to pro-
tect the United States Constitution, and at 
the same time, we’re protecting you. 

But we can do a better job. And that’s why 
I went to the United States Congress and 
asked them to join me in the creation of a 
Department of Homeland Security, so we 
can get all of the agencies involved with pro-
tecting you to have as their number one focus 
your protection and, if need be, be able to 
change cultures within these agencies. 

The House of Representatives passed a 
good bill. I want to thank John Thune for 
his vote. This bill is stuck in the Senate. It’s 
stuck in the Senate because some Senators 
are trying to extract a price from the Presi-
dent, and the price is, is that I will give up 
the capacity to suspend certain bargaining 
rules in the name of national security, the 
ability that every President since John F. 
Kennedy has had. 

Let me put it to you this way: The work 
rules—I wouldn’t have the capacity to sus-
pend some work rules for the Department 
of Homeland Security if I accepted their 
version, but I would for the Department of 
Agriculture. Here we are at war; I have more 
flexibility in dealing with the work rules in 
the Department of Agriculture than I would 
in the Department charged with your protec-
tion. It doesn’t make any sense. I need to 
be able to put the right people at the right 
place at the right time to protect the Amer-
ican people. John Thune will support me in 
advancing a homeland security bill that 
makes sense. 

But the best way to protect you is to find 
these killers, one at a time, and bring them 
to justice. And that’s exactly what we’re going 
to do. It doesn’t matter how long it takes. 
It just doesn’t matter how long it takes to 
defend our country and defend our free-
doms. There’s not a calendar on my desk that 
says, on such-and-such a date you’ll be haul-
ing them home; on such-and-such a date we 
quit. That’s not an America I know, and that’s 
not the America you’re a part of. You see, 

when it comes to defending that which we 
hold dear, our freedoms, it doesn’t matter 
what the cost; it doesn’t matter how long it 
takes. 

See, history has called us—it’s called this 
generation into action. And we are not going 
to let future generations of Americans down. 
We have an obligation to future generations 
to do whatever it takes to defend that which 
we hold dear, and we hold our freedoms 
dear. 

I signed the biggest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the Presi-
dent. I want to thank the Members of Con-
gress and the Senate for getting that bill to 
me. The reason I asked for such a big in-
crease is, there’s two principles involved. 
One, anytime we put our troops into harm’s 
way, anytime we put our youngsters into a 
zone in which there’s danger, we owe it to 
them and we owe it to their loved ones to 
make sure they’ve got the best pay, the best 
training, and the best possible equipment. 

And secondly, we’re sending a clear signal 
to friend and foe alike that this is a deter-
mined nation. I’m determined to make sure 
that that doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us or with the enemy,’’ is still clear in 
everybody’s mind around the world. It still 
stands, by the way. If you harbor a terrorist, 
you’re just as guilty as the terrorist; that doc-
trine still stands, too. And that defense bill 
shows we mean what we say. 

For those of you who have got loved ones 
in the military, you need to pass on this mes-
sage: The Commander in Chief has got all 
the confidence in the world, all the con-
fidence that our military can achieve any ob-
jective. I’m proud of them, and I appreciate 
their sacrifices for our great Nation. 

And we’re making progress. We’re making 
progress. Sometimes you’ll see it on your TV 
screens, and sometimes you won’t. See, it’s 
a different kind of war. In the old days, we’d 
destroy tanks and ships and airplanes and say, 
‘‘Look, we’re destroying the enemy’s hard-
ware, and we’re making progress.’’ This 
bunch we’re fighting is people who hide in 
caves and send their youngsters to their suici-
dal deaths. It’s a different kind of war. But 
we’re still making progress, one at a time. 
We’re hauling them in. We’ve got a coalition 
of people on the hunt. 
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A couple of thousand of them have been 
hauled in, and they’re no longer a problem. 
Like number met a different fate, and I can 
assure you they’re not a problem. One of 
them popped his head up the other day, the 
guy who was going to be the 20th hijacker. 
He’s not a problem to the United States ei-
ther. We’re slowly but surely rounding these 
killers up to make America a safe place. 

We’ve got to be clear-eyed. We’ve got to 
understand the risk that our country faces. 
We’ve got to be realistic, particularly in 
Washington, DC, when it comes to setting 
priorities to defending our homeland. It’s im-
portant that we not see the world the way 
we hope it is but we see the world the way 
it really is. The world changed on September 
the 11th, 2001. It used to be, when a lot of 
us were growing up, that oceans could pro-
tect us. Oh, if there was a conflict overseas, 
we could pick or choose if we wanted to be 
involved, but the threat wasn’t really real to 
America. It might be real to some Americans 
who were overseas, but it wasn’t real to our 
homeland. It was not a threat, but that all 
changed. And it’s important for those of us 
who are responsible for your safety to be 
clear-eyed about the threats, to see threats 
as they are, not as we hope they are. 

There is a threat in Iraq. And the threat 
exists because a leader there not only has de-
nied and deceived the world about whether 
or not he’s got weapons of mass destruction, 
but this is a guy who’s used weapons of mass 
destruction. He not only has them; he’s used 
them. And he’s not only used them in his 
neighborhood; he’s used them against his 
own people. This is a man who cannot stand 
what we stand for. He hates the fact, like 
Al Qaida does, that we love freedom. See, 
they can’t stand that. This is a guy who has 
had connections with these shadowy terrorist 
networks. As I said in Cincinnati, Ohio, a 
while back, he’s the kind of fellow who would 
love nothing more than to hurt America and 
not leave any fingerprints by using a surro-
gate army on his behalf. He’s a problem. He’s 
a true threat to America and our friends and 
allies. 

I went to the United Nations a while ago 
because I want the United Nations to be ef-
fective. It’s a different kind of war we face; 
we face different kind of threats. It makes 

sense for there to be an international body 
that has got the backbone and the capacity 
to help keep the peace. And so here is my 
message, a message, by the way, resoundingly 
supported by members of both political par-
ties in the Senate and the House: The mes-
sage to the world is that we want the U.N. 
to succeed. We want those resolutions you 
pass to be listened to. You have told Saddam 
Hussein he must disarm. Do your job. 

And Saddam Hussein, you have said you’ll 
disarm; you need to do your job. But if the 
U.N. won’t act, and if Saddam Hussein won’t 
disarm, for the sake of peace, for the sake 
of a free future for our children, we will lead 
a coalition of nations and disarm Saddam 
Hussein. 

There’s no doubt, there is no doubt that 
we have got a chance in this Nation to bring 
some great good to our country and to the 
world, out of the evil done to us. You know, 
I kind of wonder what was going through the 
enemy’s mind when they attacked us. They 
probably thought we were so selfish and that 
our true religion was materialism, so self-cen-
tered that after 9/11, 2001, oh, we might file 
a lawsuit or two. I guess they’ve been watch-
ing too much TV. [Laughter] They don’t un-
derstand the country. 

This country is tough, and it’s strong, and 
it’s determined. And by being tough and 
strong and determined, we can bring peace 
to the world. You got to know, amidst all the 
talk—please tell your kids that amongst all 
the talk that you’re hearing, the vision is 
peace. And I believe it’s going to happen. 
I believe it’s not only peace for Americans, 
but because we value every life—everybody 
is important; each person matters—there can 
be peace in parts of the world that have given 
up on peace. I believe it’s possible to have 
peace in the Middle East. I believe it’s pos-
sible to have peace in South Asia. The enemy 
has given us a chance, after our grief, not 
only to be alert here at home but to work 
hard to keep the peace elsewhere. And we 
will. 

And here at home, we can be a better 
America, too. And that’s important for you 
all to realize, that out of the evil done to 
America can come some incredible good. 
There are pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness in America. There are people who hurt. 
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There are people who wonder whether or 
not the American experience is meant for 
them, people whose lives are hopeless, peo-
ple whose lives are addicted, people whose 
lives have no love. And while Government 
can help and pass laws, what Government 
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That’s 
done when a fellow citizen takes it upon her-
self or himself to put their arm around a 
neighbor in need, a child, and say, ‘‘I love 
you. What can I do to help you?’’ 

And that’s happening in this country, and 
that’s happening in neighborhood after 
neighborhood, after neighborhood. No, the 
American spirit is alive and well. Part of that 
spirit is serving something greater than your-
self in life. 

Today when I came to the airport, I met 
Clay Crawford, father of four. He took it 
upon himself for the past couple of years to 
mentor at-risk youths. I’m confident that 
amongst you there are hundreds of people 
who are doing the very same thing, being 
a part of that movement to make sure that 
the American experience is alive and well in 
every corner of our country. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re going to see a shut-in or run-
ning a Boy Scout troop or a Girl Scout troop. 
It doesn’t matter whether you’re a youngster 
wanting to be involved with the USA Free-
dom Corps. My call to you is, in order to 
fight evil, is to do some good. You see, it’s 
the gathering momentum of millions of acts 
of kindness and decency which define the 
true character of the greatest country on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you for representing the American 
spirit. Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the 
Barnett Center at Northern State University. In 
his remarks, he referred to John M. Hilpert, presi-
dent, Northern State University; Harold and Pat 
Thune, parents of Representative John R. Thune; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative sus-
pected of helping to plan the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks in South Bend, Indiana
October 31, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. I’m glad I came. I’m glad I came 
back. The last time I was here, the Fighting 
Irish were 1-0. This time, they’re 8-0. Seems 
like you ought to keep inviting me back. 
[Laughter] I know this for sure: The next 
time I come back, with your help, Chris 
Chocola is going to be the next United States 
Congressman. 

I’m traveling this country, and I can tell 
you, the American spirit is alive and well, the 
spirit of people understanding that to be an 
American means you’ve got to serve some-
thing greater than yourself. The spirit of 
America says that we’re willing to sacrifice 
for our freedoms. And the spirit of America 
says that you take nothing in democracy for 
granted. You see, if you’re eligible to vote, 
you have an obligation to vote. That’s what 
the spirit of America calls for. 

You have an obligation to our country; you 
have an obligation to democracy itself. So I’m 
here to—in South Bend to urge Republicans 
and Democrats and independents, people 
who don’t care about political parties, to do 
your duty and to go to the polls, to assume 
your responsibility as an American and go 
to the polls. And by the way, I’ve got a sug-
gestion when you get in there: Chris Chocola 
is the right man for the job. 

I want to thank Congressman Steve Buyer 
for being here—thanks for coming, Steve—
I want to thank Mark Souder for coming—
two of the fine Congressmen in the United 
States Congress for joining us. I want to 
thank those who are running statewide, the 
candidates who are up here with us who are 
out asking for your vote. I want to thank 
Todd Rokita, running for secretary of state. 
I want to thank Connie Nass, running for 
auditor. And I want to thank Tim Berry, 
who’s running for State treasurer. I want to 
thank them for their dedication to the great 
State of Indiana, and I want to thank you 
for your service to your community. 

I want to say something about Sarah—that 
would be the next Congressman’s wife. I ap-
preciate her taking on this task. I know some-
thing about what it takes to put a family 



1899Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 31

through a political process. It requires a 
strong partner, somebody who believes in the 
country as much as the candidate does. And 
I’m here to tell you Sarah Chocola is going 
to be a great Congressman’s wife. 

And speaking about great wives, Laura 
sends her love, and she sends her best. She’s 
doing great. A lot of people in the country 
now understand why I asked her to marry 
me. A lot of them are still wondering why 
she said yes. [Laughter] But she’s learned she 
can make a huge difference in the lives of 
our citizens. She cares deeply about the ca-
pacity of every child in America to read. She 
is a fabulous First Lady, and she is—[ap-
plause]. 

I want to thank all the good folks here who 
are active in the political process. You call 
them grassroots activists. Those are the peo-
ple who are willing to put up the signs, the 
people willing to make the phone calls, the 
people who can really determine the out-
come of an election. I want to thank you for 
what you have done, and I want to thank 
you for what you’re going to do Friday and 
Saturday and Sunday and Monday, and that 
is find the good folks in this community who 
want good government and get them to vote 
for Chris Chocola next Tuesday. 

You can make a difference in the cam-
paign. You can actually determine the out-
come. So when you go to your houses of wor-
ship or your coffee shops or your community 
centers, put out the word. And remember 
there are some discerning Democrats who 
live up here, people who know the difference 
between a shrill voice and a solid voice. 
There are good independents up here, peo-
ple who want somebody to represent them 
who will bring honor and dignity to the of-
fice. There are people who understand it 
makes sense to have somebody who has been 
an entrepreneur serving in the United States 
Congress, somebody who has actually met a 
payroll, somebody who knows what it means 
to put people to work and to take risks. So 
when you’re putting out the word, don’t just 
keep it narrowed to just a few. Put out the 
good word that you’ve got a good man run-
ning for the United States Congress. 

And if it helps, you tell them the President 
wants him standing by his side in Wash-
ington, DC, too. I need somebody from this 

district whose vote I can count on. I don’t 
need to be worrying about somebody who’s 
running a focus group or a poll. I need a 
solid United States Congressman up there, 
who will support me in making America a 
stronger and safer and better place for every 
citizen. 

In order to make sure America is a better 
place, we need to do something about our 
economy. We had some good news today—
we had some good news today. The third 
quarter was—showed positive growth. And 
that’s positive. That’s good news. We’re mak-
ing progress. But so long as somebody’s look-
ing for work and can’t find a job, says to me 
we’ve got a problem. And I need people in 
the Congress who understand how to create 
jobs. The role of Government is not to create 
wealth. The role of Government is to create 
an environment in which the small business 
can grow to be the big business, in which 
the entrepreneur can flourish. 

And part of creating that environment 
means to understand how the Tax Code 
works. If you want your small-business per-
son to flourish, you let them keep more of 
their own money. If 70 percent of new jobs 
are created by small-business owners, seems 
like it makes sense to me, if you’re worried 
about job creation, to let the small-business 
person have more money in their pocket so 
they can reinvest, so people can find work. 

Here’s what we believe: If you let a person 
have more of their own money, they’re likely 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
they demand a good or a service in the mar-
ketplace, somebody is going to produce the 
good or service. And when somebody pro-
duces the good or service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. The tax relief plan we 
passed happened at the right time. I need 
a Congressman who will join me in making 
the tax cuts permanent. 

A good, strong America is an America 
that’s got a good education system. I appre-
ciate Chris’ vision on education. We share 
the same vision. We want to have high stand-
ards for every child. We believe in local con-
trol of schools. We’re going to challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations, and we’re 
going to hold people to account. See, if you 
believe every child can learn, like we do, then 
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it makes sense to start asking the funda-
mental question, can every child read and 
write and add and subtract? And if so, I 
promise you we’ll praise the teachers. And 
for the teachers out there, thanks for what 
you do. But you’d better have you a Con-
gressman who understands that when you 
find children trapped in schools that won’t 
teach and won’t change, you’ve got to chal-
lenge the status quo. No child should be left 
behind in the State of Indiana. 

Chris understands that we must keep our 
commitments, must keep our commitments 
on Social Security and must keep our com-
mitments on Medicare. See, medicine has 
changed; it’s modern. Medicare isn’t. Medi-
care—medicine is, with new technologies 
and new discoveries, is advancing. Medicare 
is stuck in the past. In order to modernize 
Medicare—I look forward to working with 
Chris to do so, and a modern Medicare sys-
tem includes prescription drugs for every 
senior. 

No, there’s a lot we can do together. But 
the most important job we’re going to have 
to do together is to make sure that our home-
land is protected, is to secure the homeland 
from further enemy attacks. No, we’ll work 
on the economy together, and we’ll work to 
make sure every child is educated. We’ll 
make sure the health care system is relevant. 
There’s a lot we can do, but our number one 
priority will be to protect you, because 
there’s an enemy out there which hates 
America. They hate what we stand for, and 
we’re not changing what we stand for. We 
love freedom. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And we’ve got to be real-
istic about it. We’ve got to be clear-eyed. We 
need somebody from this district who will 
be realistic about the threats we face. See, 
we can’t just hope for the best in the new 
world we live in. We can’t see the world the 
way we would wish it would be. We’ve got 
to see the world the way it really is, and it’s 
a dangerous world. There’s still an enemy 
that lurks out there that—they’re killers. 
That’s the only way I can describe them. 
They’re nothing but a bunch of coldblooded 
killers, and so we’ve got to do everything we 
can here at home to protect you. 

And we are. There’s a lot of good folks 
at the Federal level and the State level and 
the local level working hard—listen, any-
time—we understand the stakes now, and 
anytime somebody is thinking about doing 
something to America and somehow we’re 
reading their thoughts or reading their mail, 
we’re moving on them. We’re disrupting 
them. We’re denying them. We absolutely 
refuse to let these terrorists have their way. 
We’re going to do everything we can to shut 
down—to shut down their capacity to hurt 
us. 

And that’s why I went to Congress and 
asked them to help—join me in creating a 
Department of Homeland Security. It 
seemed like to me that when you’ve got over 
100 agencies in Washington, DC, involved 
with the homeland security, that you ought 
to focus their attention with one agency so 
that we can set a clear priority and, if need 
be, change cultures within these agencies so 
that the direction is clear and the priorities 
are clear. 

And the United States House of Rep-
resentatives joined in my quest to have a De-
partment that would function well, but it’s 
stuck in the Senate. See, it got stuck in the 
Senate before they went home to campaign. 
They couldn’t get it out because they were 
trying to extract too high a price from me. 
They wanted me to give up a right that every 
President has had since John F. Kennedy, 
the right and the capacity to suspend certain 
work rules in the name of national security. 

In other words, if the Senate had their 
way, I would have the capacity to be able 
to—I would have more flexibility with the 
Department of Agriculture to deal with na-
tional security concerns than I would with 
the new Department of Homeland Security. 
Here we are at war, and they want to take 
away the capacity for the President to be able 
to better protect the American people. I 
need to be able to move the right people 
to the right place at the right time to protect 
you, and I’m not going to accept a lousy bill 
out of the United Nations Senate. 

I’m here to tell you the best way to protect 
America is to hunt the killers down, one at 
a time, and bring them to justice. And that’s 
what we’re going to do. That’s what we’re 
going to do. I need somebody in Congress 
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who is a cold-eyed realist, who understands 
the stakes, somebody who understands that 
history has called our country into action. 
We’ve got to protect the future for our chil-
dren. And therefore, the best way to do that 
is to get on the hunt and not tire, stay steady 
and strong. 

I went to the Congress and asked them 
to give me a good defense bill, and fortu-
nately, they did. It’s the largest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. There’s two messages in that 
bill. There’s two messages I want to send to 
the world: One, anytime we put our troops 
into harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, 
the best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. We owe that to our troops, and we 
owe that to the loved ones of our troops. 

And by the way, for those of you who have 
got relatives in the military, you can tell them 
this: I’m confident in their abilities; I’m 
proud of their service; and we’re going to 
use them to win the war on terror. 

And the second message that we delivered 
with the defense bill is that we’re in this deal 
for the long haul. See, there’s not a calendar 
on my desk in the Oval Office that says, by 
such and such a date we’re quitting. That’s 
not America. When it comes to the defense 
of our freedom, when it comes from doing 
our duty to future generations of America, 
there is no quit in America. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes, my fellow Americans. It 
doesn’t matter what the cost. We will defend 
the freedom of the United States of America. 

And we’re making progress. Sometimes it’s 
hard to tell we’re making progress. Some of 
the old vets will tell you, in the old days, 
you could measure progress by the number 
of tanks you destroyed or the number of 
enemy aircraft that were shot down out of 
the sky. This bunch we’re fighting, they don’t 
have tanks. They’re the kind who hide in 
caves, kind of move around the dark corners 
of some of the cities in the world, and then 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
That’s the kind of people they are. 

See, there’s a huge difference between us 
and them. They don’t value life. We value 
life. We say, ‘‘Every life is precious. Every-
body counts. Everybody in the whole world 
has got worth.’’ But we’re after them. It 
doesn’t matter how dark the cave is or what 

corner of the world they’re trying to hide in; 
we’re after them, one at a time. That’s the 
way this war is going to be fought, and that’s 
the way it’s going to be won. 

We’ve got a lot of good folks working with 
us, because the doctrine still stands: Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy. 
Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling them. 
And it’s going to take a while—it just is going 
to take a while. We’ve probably hauled in 
a couple of thousand of them; like number 
weren’t as lucky. In either case, these groups 
are not threats to us. The other day a guy 
popped up, and he was going to be the 20th 
hijacker. He popped his head up. He’s not 
a problem to the United States of America. 
Slowly but surely, we’re hauling them in. 

It’s important to be realistic about the 
threats we face. It’s important to understand 
it’s a dangerous world. It’s also important to 
understand the stakes have changed since 
September the 11th. When I was a young-
ster—kind of when I was an older guy too—
we thought oceans could protect us. That’s 
what we thought. If there was a conflict or 
a threat overseas, we had the luxury, because 
of two great oceans, to pick and choose our 
fights. If we wanted to help, we would. If 
it was a direct threat, we could decide. If 
there was an indirect threat, we could decide 
to get involved, not—but oceans protected 
us. 

That’s changed. And America must under-
stand that has changed. And therefore, 
threats that in the past may not have seemed 
overly significant all of a sudden become sig-
nificant, like the threat to America in Iraq. 
Saddam Hussein is a threat to our country. 
He can’t stand what we believe in. He 
doesn’t like America. He doesn’t like our 
friends. He’s a man who told the world he 
would have no weapons of mass destruction, 
and yet, he does. And not only that, he’s used 
weapons of mass destruction. He’s used them 
against his neighbors, and he’s used them 
against his own people. 

For 11 years, he’s deceived and denied the 
world, and he’s a threat. He’s a threat. If he 
were to team up, like we think he’s trying 
to do, with one of these terrorist networks, 
he would be able to use a weapon of mass 
destruction on America and leave no finger-
prints behind. We’ve got to be clear-eyed 
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about our responsibilities and the threats we 
face. 

So I went to the United Nations. See, I 
hope that body can be effective to deal with 
the new threats that we face, that freedom-
loving people face. I told them that ‘‘For 16 
resolutions this guy has ignored you, and we 
want you to be successful. We want you to 
be able to keep the peace, so do something 
about it.’’ We also sent the message to Sad-
dam Hussein—I’m saying it again right 
now—‘‘You said you wouldn’t have weapons 
of mass destruction. Disarm. Do what you 
said you would do.’’

But if the United Nations won’t act, won’t 
fulfill their responsibilities to keep the peace, 
and if Saddam Hussein will not disarm—
their choices, by the way—the United States 
of America, in the name of peace and in the 
name of freedom, will lead a coalition and 
disarm Saddam Hussein. 

And I believe, by remaining strong and 
tough and firm, that we can achieve peace. 
You’ve just got to know, amongst all the talk 
about getting them and war and all that, that 
my vision is for a peaceful world. And I be-
lieve we can achieve it. I do. It requires this 
country to be steady and resolved. It requires 
us to remember that freedom isn’t an Amer-
ican gift; it’s God-given. It’s got to remember 
the values that we hold dear of being steady 
and resolved. 

The evil done to America, the evil done 
to this country, is going to yield some incred-
ible good, I believe. Not only abroad can we 
achieve peace—and I mean in parts of the 
world where they’ve quit on peace. Remem-
ber, we believe everybody has worth; every-
body counts; everybody matters. We want 
children to grow up in a peaceful world. 
That’s why, when we went into Afghanistan, 
we went in not as conquerors but as lib-
erators. And thanks to the United States of 
America, many young girls now go to school 
for the first time. Those values we hold dear 
are important values. Everybody counts. 

And here at home we can have a better 
America as well. See, while we worked for 
our security and safety, we can also work to 
make sure this country is a better place for 
everybody. There are pockets of despair in 
America. Amongst our plenty, people hurt; 
people are lonely; people need help. And the 

role of Government is a limited role. We can 
hand out money—which we do; sometimes 
we’re pretty good at it. We can repair systems 
when they’re broken. But what Government 
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That 
happens when a fellow American puts their 
arm around somebody in need and says, ‘‘I 
love you. I love you.’’

You know, I don’t know what was going 
through the enemy’s mind when they hit us. 
They probably thought that the national reli-
gion was materialism, that we were so self-
absorbed and selfish that after 9/11 we’d take 
a step back and maybe file a lawsuit or two. 
They just didn’t understand. They didn’t un-
derstand our strength, our resolve, that when 
it comes to freedom, we’re plenty strong. But 
when it comes to compassion, we’re really 
decent people. 

No, I believe out of the evil done to Amer-
ica can come a country in which the Amer-
ican Dream is known to everybody who lives 
here, in which people who hurt can find sal-
vation and hope. Today I had the honor of 
meeting Dick McCloskey. He’s a man who 
lost a daughter on 9/11 in New York. He’s 
a man, and along with his family, has dedi-
cated himself to work at the Center for the 
Homeless. He’s a guy who knows what I 
know, that we can change America, one 
heart, one soul at a time and that each of 
us has a responsibility—each of us has a re-
sponsibility as an American to help people 
in need. 

The American spirit is more than just 
keeping the peace and defending the home-
land. The American spirit was embodied on 
Flight 93, that day when people were flying 
across the country. They heard the plane was 
going to be a weapon. They told their loved 
ones goodbye. They said a prayer. A guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They drove the plane in the 
ground, to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

That’s the American spirit, serving some-
thing greater than yourself. No, the enemy 
had no idea, when they attacked us, they at-
tacked the greatest nation, full of the finest 
people, on the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for your concern about our 
country. Thank you for supporting Chris. 
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May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. at the 
South Bend Regional Airport. In his remarks, he 
referred to Chris Chocola, candidate for Indiana’s 
Second Congressional District, and his wife, 
Sarah; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured in Kara-
chi, Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq.

Proclamation 7616—To Implement 
the Andean Trade Promotion and 
Drug Eradication Act 
October 31, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 3103 of the Andean Trade Pro-

motion and Drug Eradication Act (title XXXI 
of the Trade Act of 2002, Public Law 107–
210) (ATPDEA) amended section 204(b) of 
the Andean Trade Preference Act (19 U.S.C. 
3203(b)) (ATPA) to provide that certain pref-
erential tariff treatment may be provided to 
eligible articles that are the product of any 
country that the President designates as an 
‘‘ATPDEA beneficiary country’’ pursuant to 
section 204(b)(6)(B) of the ATPA, as amend-
ed, provided that the President determines 
that the country has satisfied the require-
ments of section 204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the 
ATPA, as amended, relating to the imple-
mentation of procedures and requirements 
similar to those in chapter 5 of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

2. Section 3103(a)(2) of the ATPDEA 
amended section 204(b) of the ATPA to au-
thorize the President to proclaim duty-free 
treatment for any article described in section 
204(b)(1)(A) through (D) of the ATPA, as 
amended, that is the growth, product, or 
manufacture of an ATPDEA beneficiary 
country, that is imported directly into the 
customs territory of the United States from 
an ATPDEA beneficiary country, and that 
meets the requirements of section 204 of the 
ATPA, as amended, if the President deter-
mines that such article is not import-sensitive 

in the context of imports from ATPDEA ben-
eficiary countries, provided that the Presi-
dent determines that the country has satis-
fied the requirements of section 
204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as amended, 
relating to the implementation of procedures 
and requirements similar to those in chapter 
5 of the NAFTA. 

3. Section 3103(a)(2) of the ATPDEA 
amended section 204(b) of the ATPA to pro-
vide that eligible textile and apparel articles 
of a designated ATPDEA beneficiary country 
shall enter the United States free of duty and 
free of quantitative limitations, provided that 
the President determines that the country 
has satisfied the requirements of section 
204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as amended, 
relating to the implementation of procedures 
and requirements similar to those in chapter 
5 of the NAFTA. 

4. Section 3103(a)(2) of the ATPDEA 
amended section 204(b) of the ATPA to pro-
vide that eligible tuna products of a des-
ignated ATPDEA beneficiary country shall 
enter the United States free of duty and free 
of quantitative limitations, provided that the 
President determines that the country has 
satisfied the requirements of section 
204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as amended, 
relating to the implementation of procedures 
and requirements similar to those in chapter 
5 of the NAFTA. 

5. Section 203(e)(2)(A) of the ATPA (19 
U.S.C. 3202(e)(2)(A)) requires the President 
to publish in the Federal Register notice of 
proposed action under section 203(e)(1) of 
the ATPA (19 U.S.C. 3202(e)(1)) at least 30 
days prior to taking such action. Section 
212(e)(2)(A) of the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19 U.S.C. 
2702(e)(2)(A)) requires the President to pub-
lish in the Federal Register notice of pro-
posed action under section 212(e)(1) of the 
CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2702(e)(1)) at least 30 
days prior to taking such action. 

6. In order to implement the tariff treat-
ment provided under the ATPDEA, it is nec-
essary to modify the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTS). 

7. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(19 U.S.C. 2483) (1974 Trade Act) authorizes 
the President to embody in the HTS the sub-
stance of the relevant provisions of that Act, 
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and of other acts affecting import treatment, 
and actions thereunder, including the re-
moval, modification, continuance, or imposi-
tion of any rate of duty or other import re-
striction. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including section 604 of 
the 1974 Trade Act, do proclaim as follows: 

(1) I have designated the following coun-
tries as ATPDEA beneficiary countries pur-
suant to section 204(b)(6)(B) of the ATPA, 
as amended, and have determined that these 
countries have satisfied the requirements of 
section 204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as 
amended, relating to the implementation of 
procedures and requirements similar to those 
in chapter 5 of the NAFTA: 

Bolivia 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
Peru. 
(2) In order to provide for the preferential 

treatment provided for in section 204(b) of 
the ATPA, as amended, the HTS is modified 
as provided in the annex to this proclamation. 

(3) The functions of the President under 
section 203(e)(2)(A) of the ATPA and section 
212(e)(2)(A) of the CBERA with respect to 
publishing notice of this proclamation are 
delegated to the United States Trade Rep-
resentative. 

(4) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with this proclamation are superseded 
to the extent of such inconsistency. 

(5) This proclamation is effective on the 
date of signature. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation and the attached annex 
will be published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 5.

Proclamation 7617—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month, 2002
October 31, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Alzheimer’s Disease robs its victims of 

their independence and identity and greatly 
affects the lives of their loved ones. This dis-
ease and other forms of dementia afflict ap-
proximately 50 percent of Americans age 85 
and older. Due to the rapid growth of our 
elderly population, experts expect that the 
number of individuals who will develop this 
debilitating illness will dramatically increase. 
As we observe National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month, we rededicate ourselves 
to fighting this devastating affliction and to 
supporting Alzheimer’s patients, their fami-
lies, and their caregivers. 

Alzheimer’s Disease harms its victims by 
altering the brain’s chemistry and disrupting 
signals to the brain by attacking cells, nerves, 
and transmitters. Those who develop Alz-
heimer’s Disease may experience memory 
lapses, confusion, or mood swings. They can 
also become withdrawn and depressed due 
to lost confidence, and they have significant 
problems communicating. These symptoms 
usually worsen over time and, in most cases, 
patients eventually need help with all of their 
daily activities. 

Researchers at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) and in the private sector are 
working to understand how Alzheimer’s de-
velops. We hope that their advances will lead 
to new methods for early diagnosis, new 
medications that will aid Alzheimer’s patients 
in all stages of the disease, and ultimately 
a cure for this debilitating illness. Recent 
studies suggest that commonly used sub-
stances, including certain vitamins and anti-
inflammatory drugs, may help prevent Alz-
heimer’s Disease. In addition, we are work-
ing to increase understanding of the genetic 
and nongenetic risk factors that may influ-
ence the development of this disease. 

As we continue to pursue better preven-
tion and treatment regimes, we remain com-
mitted to caring for those now afflicted with 
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Alzheimer’s disease. Alzheimer’s patients 
generally live for an average of 8 to 10 years 
after they are diagnosed. As the disease pro-
gresses, patients require increased support 
from families and caregivers. 

Scientists at the NIH and the Department 
of Veterans Affairs are continuing their re-
search to help improve patient care and ease 
the burdens of caregivers at home and in 
nursing facilities. The Administration on 
Aging is working to develop best practices 
for serving persons with Alzheimer’s disease 
and assisting States as they attempt to im-
prove their responsiveness and the accessi-
bility of home and community-based long-
term care services and other support re-
sources. My Administration is increasing ac-
cess to available information, education, and 
referrals about diagnostic and treatment 
services for those afflicted with Alzheimer’s 
Disease. 

During National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month, I commend the members 
of our research community for their commit-
ment to improving diagnosis and treatment 
for Alzheimer’s Disease; and I encourage 
those suffering from or at risk for Alzheimer’s 
to participate in clinical treatment studies 
and therapy trials. These studies and trials 
have been and continue to be an important 
part of our progress against this disease. I 
also commend the families and caregivers of 
individuals suffering from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease who provide the care and support to 
their loved ones and carry the daily burden 
of this tragic disease. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2002 
as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5.

Proclamation 7618—National 
Diabetes Month, 2002
October 31, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Diabetes is a chronic disease that affects 

approximately 17 million Americans. During 
National Diabetes Month, we renew our 
commitment to preventing and eradicating 
this illness. 

Diabetes interferes with the body’s ability 
to process sugars normally and can lead to 
adverse complications of the eyes, heart, kid-
neys, or nerves. There are two major types 
of diabetes, and both have debilitating effects 
on organ systems. Type 1 diabetes, also 
known as juvenile diabetes, is an auto-
immune disorder that destroys insulin-pro-
ducing cells in the pancreas. The young peo-
ple who are affected by this disease must 
maintain their health by taking insulin and 
carefully regulating their diets. Type 2 diabe-
tes, which is also known as ‘‘adult onset dia-
betes,’’ is a metabolic disorder that is linked 
to a combination of genetics, excess weight, 
and lack of exercise. The most common form 
of diabetes is type 2, which comprises 95 per-
cent of the diabetes cases in our Nation. It 
usually occurs in adults but now also affects 
a growing number of children who do not 
get enough exercise. At least 16 million 
Americans are currently at high risk of devel-
oping type 2 diabetes. 

To ensure the future health of our Nation, 
Americans must safeguard our children and 
our families from diabetes by encouraging 
good health and regular exercise. Following 
the guidelines for good nutrition, getting 
enough physical exercise, and maintaining 
proper weight can help prevent diabetes and 
aid those suffering from it to reduce the 
chance of severe complications associated 
with the disease. Doctors have found that 
even minor weight loss in patients with type 
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2 diabetes can improve glucose control, de-
crease dependence on medications, and en-
hance quality of life. 

My Administration is committed to fight-
ing diabetes and its complications through 
advanced research funded by the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), improved med-
ical treatments, and education. In fiscal year 
2002, the NIH dedicated approximately $781 
million to diabetes research. My Administra-
tion will continue to support NIH’s impor-
tant efforts in this area as well as other sci-
entists and researchers who are working to 
prevent, manage, and cure this disease. 
Through the National Diabetes Education 
Program, a joint effort of the NIH and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
we are educating Americans about the diabe-
tes risk factors and encouraging them to 
make simple changes in their life that will 
help them stay healthy and prevent this seri-
ous disease. We are also working with volun-
teers from the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion, and other organizations to raise aware-
ness of diabetes in our communities and to 
provide assistance for families who have 
loved ones with diabetes. 

As we observe National Diabetes Aware-
ness Month, I encourage all Americans to 
help fight this disease by making healthy life-
style choices and by providing support to 
those suffering from diabetes. We can help 
overcome diabetes and give hope and com-
fort to countless individuals in the United 
States and around the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2002 
as National Diabetes Month. I call on all 
Americans to increase their awareness of the 
risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5.

Remarks in Charleston, West 
Virginia 
October 31, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Audience member. We love you, George! 
The President. I’m glad I came. Thanks 

for your invitation, and thank you all for com-
ing. Thanks for your interest in our great 
country. 

I’m here to tell you that the American spir-
it is alive and well in West Virginia, and it’s 
alive and well all across the country. It’s a 
spirit which says that we’ve got the fortitude 
to defend our freedoms, that we’ve got the 
compassion to help a neighbor in need. It’s 
a spirit which says we understand the stakes 
ahead of us and we will do whatever it takes 
to defend our freedom. 

And part of the American spirit means that 
our citizens must do their duty. In a democ-
racy, it depends upon the participation of our 
citizens. So I’ve come to this great State to 
urge all the citizens of West Virginia—Re-
publicans and Democrats, people who don’t 
give a hoot about a political party—to do your 
duty, to do your duty and to go to the polls 
next Tuesday. 

And I’ve got a strong suggestion. I’ve got 
an idea about how to make sure West Vir-
ginia remains a strong State. I’ve got an idea 
on how to make sure that West Virginia sends 
the best to the United States Congress, and 
that is to send Shelley Moore Capito back 
to the Congress. 

I want to thank all the candidates who are 
here. I want to thank the good folks who put 
their name on the ballot, who are working 
hard. I particularly want to pay homage to 
Jay Wolfe, the Republican candidate for the 
United States Senate. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. You’re the good people who 
work hard to get these candidates elected. 
You’re the good folks who helped me win, 
and you’re the good folks who are going to 
help Shelley Moore go back to the United 
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States Congress. She can’t win without you. 
So over the next couple of days, when you’re 
going to your coffee shops or your houses 
of worship or your community centers, tell 
your fellow citizens they have an obligation 
to go to the polls. Don’t worry about talking 
to some of these Democrats. There’s plenty 
of Democrats in this State who understand 
Shelley Moore Capito has done a great job. 
Round up the vote. Round up the vote and 
work hard. She needs your help. 

And there’s a good reason to send her back 
to the United States Congress. First of all, 
she’s an independent person, representing an 
independent State. She’s smart. She’s capa-
ble. She brings class to the office. She loves 
her family. 

Audience member. I love you, George! 
The President. Thank you. 
I appreciate so very much her husband, 

Charlie—his patience, his support of Shelley 
Moore. He is a really fine husband. She mar-
ried well, and so did I. One of Laura’s favor-
ite Members of Congress is Shelley Moore 
Capito. She’s got good judgment, Laura 
does—most of the time. [Laughter] Some of 
her friends questioned her judgment when 
there I was on bended knee—she said, ‘‘Yes, 
I’ll marry you.’’ [Laughter] Thank goodness 
she did say yes. She is a great First Lady 
for our country. 

Now, there’s a lot of reasons besides Shel-
ley Moore’s character that we need her in 
the United States Congress. She’s an effec-
tive person. She can get things done. She’s 
a breath of fresh air. She doesn’t—her de-
meanor is such, she doesn’t represent that 
stale, old, tired politics, where you get ahead 
by trashing somebody. See, she’s got a vision. 
She knows what she wants to do, and she 
knows our great country has got some chal-
lenges. And I look forward to continuing to 
work with her to meet those challenges. 

One of the biggest challenges we have is 
to make sure people can find work in Amer-
ica. We had good news today on the quarterly 
growth. But so long as somebody is looking 
for work and can’t find a job, we’ve got to 
continue to stress job creation. We’ve got to 
do what’s right. We’ve got to do what’s right 
by our people to make sure they can find 
a job. I want people being able to put food 
on the table. 

I’m optimistic. We’ve overcome some 
pretty steep hurdles already. After all, the 
economy has gone through a recession. We 
withstood some serious terrorist attacks. And 
yet we’re still strong, and we’re moving for-
ward. But we won’t rest. We won’t rest until 
people can find work. 

Shelley Moore Capito and I understand 
the role of small business in our society. It’s 
important to have somebody in Congress 
who understands that. She serves on the 
Committee for Small Business. See, we un-
derstand most new jobs are created by entre-
preneurs and small-business owners. Seventy 
percent of new job creation, it comes from 
the ingenuity and hard work of our small-
business sector. And therefore, growth policy 
ought to be directed toward small businesses. 
One thing to make sure small businesses 
grow is to make sure they have more money 
in their pocket. That’s why the tax relief plan 
we passed makes eminent sense for job cre-
ation. 

That tax relief plan was good for small 
businesses and job creation, and it is good 
for West Virginia citizens as well. Over the 
next 10 years, that relief plan, if it stays intact, 
will provide you all $5.5 billion. Now, I want 
you to understand, Shelley and I understand, 
we’re not talking about the Government’s 
money. See, that’s the difference of attitude 
with some of them in Washington. They say, 
‘‘Oh, we’re spending the Government’s 
money, or we’re giving the Government’s 
money back to the people.’’ It’s your money 
to begin with. 

That tax relief plan was important because 
when you have more money in your pocket, 
you’re more than likely to demand an addi-
tional good or a service. And when you de-
mand a good or a service in the marketplace, 
somebody is going to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces that 
good or service, somebody in West Virginia 
or around America is more likely to find 
work. I need people in the United States 
Congress who understand this and are willing 
to make the tax cuts permanent. And make 
no mistake about it, that somebody in West 
Virginia is Shelley Moore Capito. 

There are other things we can do in Con-
gress to get people working. We need ter-
rorism insurance. We want our hardhats 
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working. We want the people who are wear-
ing those hardhats building those buildings. 
And therefore, the Congress needs to work 
with the administration to make sure there’s 
terrorism insurance to get billions of dollars 
of construction programs going again. And 
by the way, the bill must reward the hard-
working Americans, the hardhats, and not 
America’s trial lawyers. 

I appreciate working with Shelley on a key 
issue for West Virginia and America, and 
that’s an energy plan. It’s about time this 
country had an energy plan. That’s good for 
not only job security but national security. 
We need an energy plan which encourages 
conservation, works on renewables. We need 
an energy plan that’s realistic. We need an 
energy plan that understands the importance 
of coal and clean coal technology. We need 
an energy plan that not only helps people 
find work, but an energy plan that makes us 
less reliant on foreign sources of crude oil. 

No, there are some things that Congress 
can do, and there’s something Congress has 
done to help the economy. Not only did the 
terrorists attack us, which hurt the economy; 
we had a slight problem—more than a slight 
problem, a significant problem with some of 
the people running corporate America. See, 
they thought they could lie, fudge the num-
bers, and get away with it. 

We sure did—we passed the best cor-
porate reform bill since Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt was the President. Shelley Moore 
Capito was by my side passing that law, and 
there’s a new signal we’re sending: No more 
easy money in America, just hard time. 

We’ve got the foundation for growth, and 
we’ll continue to work together to make sure 
people can find work. We also got to work 
together to make sure our health care sys-
tems work. Medicare is a key issue. The 
Speaker found one of the best there is and 
put her on as the vice-chairman of the Speak-
er’s prescription drug task force, and that’s 
your Congresswoman. You see, medicine has 
changed. Medicine has changed because of 
technology and new discoveries. Medicare 
hasn’t changed. Medicine is progressive. 
Medicare is stuck in the past. For the sake 
of a good future for our citizens, we must 
make sure Medicare is modern, and that 
means prescription drug benefits for our sen-

iors. And Shelley Moore Capito led the way 
in the House of Representatives on this key 
issue. 

And there’s another key issue facing health 
care. We want our citizens to be able to have 
affordable health care. And there must be 
doctors available. One of my big concerns 
is the medical liability situation around the 
country. Listen, we want our people to be 
able to get to the courts if they’ve got a claim. 
Everybody ought to be able to go to the 
courts if they have a claim. But the problem 
is, frivolous and junk lawsuits are driving doc-
tors out of business and are running the price 
of medicine up. And Shelley Moore Capito 
understands the need for medical liability re-
form for the good of West Virginia patients, 
so health care is affordable and health care 
is accessible. 

And one other issue we worked on—I’m 
real proud of her work—and that is to make 
sure our schools are great. We passed one 
of the most meaningful education reform 
packages in a long, long time. Thanks to Shel-
ley Moore’s hard work, the West Virginia 
schools will receive $330 million of Federal 
money this year. 

But we did something else. We passed 
power out of Washington because we believe 
in local control of schools. But we also were 
willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. We’ve set high standards and 
high expectations. We expect the best for 
every single child who lives in America. We’ll 
praise success. But when we find children 
trapped in schools which will not teach and 
will not change, we will demand that the sta-
tus quo changes. No child shall be left behind 
in America. 

No, I appreciate working with Shelley 
Moore Capito on these key issues, and we’ll 
continue working together for the good of 
the country and for the good of West Vir-
ginia. There’s one big issue that we’re going 
to work together on as well. Overriding all 
the concerns I’ve just outlined is one big 
issue, and that is to protect America. That’s 
our most important job, is to protect you and 
your families from further attack. And there’s 
still an enemy out there lurking around. 

Audience members. Go get ’em! 
The President. And they’re motivated. 

They’re motivated because they hate us, and 
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they hate us because of what we love. We 
love freedom, and we’re not going to change. 

And so, in order to make sure we do a 
good job—and by the way, there’s a lot of 
good people working on your behalf right 
now, at the Federal level and the State level 
and the local level. We got the message about 
this enemy. We’re aware they’re there. We’re 
aware of their hatreds. We know that they’re 
different from Americans because they don’t 
value innocent life, and we say, ‘‘Every life 
is precious. Everybody counts. Everybody 
has worth.’’

So we understand, and anytime we get a 
hint that somebody is thinking about doing 
something to America, we’re moving on it. 
Anytime we get any evidence that somebody 
is trying to do something to this great coun-
try, we’re going to move; we’re going to deny; 
we’re going to disrupt—everything within 
our power and within the United States Con-
stitution to do our solemn duty, which is to 
protect the American people. 

And that’s why I went to the United States 
Congress and asked them to join with me 
in the creation of a Department of Homeland 
Security, so we can better protect the home-
land, so we can get the agencies involved 
with homeland security to work together, to 
set as their priority your protection, and if 
need be, to work together to change cultures, 
so that the number one priority is in fact the 
protection of the homeland. 

Shelley Moore Capito supported my 
version of the bill in the House. It got stuck 
in the United States Senate. And let me tell 
you why: Because the United States Senate 
wanted to take away a power every President 
has had since John F. Kennedy. Every Presi-
dent since Kennedy has had the capacity to 
suspend some work rules in order—for the 
sake of national security. Presidents have had 
the capacity to say, ‘‘Well, this is in our Na-
tion’s interest. Therefore, certain work rules 
must be scrapped for the good of the coun-
try. 

Secondly, I need the flexibility and the 
ability to put the right people at the right 
time at the right—I don’t need a book this 
thick of bureaucratic rules written by special 
interests in Washington. I appreciate Shel-
ley’s support on this key issue. But I want 
you all to know that the best way to protect 

America, the best homeland protection, is to 
chase the killers down, one person at a time, 
and bring them to justice. And that’s what 
we’re going to do. 

I want to thank the Congress for sending 
a defense bill to my desk that was the largest 
increase in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. I asked for that 
increase for two reasons, and I want to share 
them with you. I believe strongly that any-
time we put one of our youngsters into 
harm’s way, anytime our military goes into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. We owe that to our soldiers, and we 
owe that to the loved ones of our soldiers. 

And secondly, the message we sent with 
that defense bill is this—and it’s important 
for you to hear this; it’s important for our 
enemy to hear this and our friends to hear 
this—it doesn’t matter how long it takes to 
defend America; we will defend our country. 
There’s no calendar on my desk, in that great 
Oval Office—there is no calendar on my desk 
that says, by such-and-such a date, we’re 
hauling it in. That’s just not the way I think, 
and I know it’s not the way America thinks. 
We have a duty and an obligation to defend 
our freedoms. We have an obligation to the 
youngsters coming up to make sure our soci-
ety is a free society. We have an obligation 
to defend the innocent. We have an obliga-
tion to bring justice to those who murder 
Americans. That’s our obligation, and it’s an 
obligation we will keep. 

Shelley understands, like I know, this is 
a different kind of war. Some great veterans 
here with us today, they remember the days 
when you could judge progress against an 
enemy by the number of tanks that you de-
stroyed or the number of airplanes you shot 
down or the number of ships you sunk. This 
enemy doesn’t have tanks. They don’t have 
ships. They hide in caves. They live in—they 
kind of ooch around—[laughter]—dark cor-
ners of the world and send youngsters to 
their suicidal deaths. They’re fanatics. 
They’re motivated out of hate. They only way 
to treat them is like they are, coldblooded 
killers, and run them down. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 
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The President. It is important for our 
countrymen to understand, therapy won’t 
work. [Laughter] And that’s why we put to-
gether this coalition of freedom-loving coun-
tries, to disrupt them, to cut off their money, 
and to put the spotlight on them in these 
caves. The doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us, or you’re with the enemy’’ still 
stands. 

And we’re making good progress on this 
different kind of war. Sometimes you’ll see 
it on your TV screens; sometimes you’re just 
not going to know about it. But slowly but 
surely, we’re rounding them up. We’ve 
hauled in over a couple of thousand of them; 
like number weren’t as lucky. Either case, 
neither group is a threat. 

One of them popped his head up the other 
day, the 20th hijacker. He’s not a problem 
to America anymore, either. 

It’s important for us to be steady and de-
termined to succeed, because, you see, the 
stakes have changed. I can see a lot of folks 
my age out there that remember the day 
when oceans protected us. If there was a con-
flict somewhere around the world, we felt 
pretty good at home, because the oceans 
were able to protect the homeland. But on 
September the 11th, on that tragic day, his-
tory changed. We now have got the battle-
field here at home, and therefore, it’s very 
important for us to be clear-eyed and real-
istic. We can’t look at the world the way we 
hope the world would be. We must look at 
the world the way it is. We must see threats 
for what they are. 

And there’s a true threat to America and 
our friends and allies in Iraq. Saddam Hus-
sein—Saddam Hussein is a man who told the 
world that he would have no weapons of mass 
destruction. He deceived the world. For 11 
long years, he has deceived and denied the 
truth. This is a man who not only has weap-
ons of mass destruction, a man who was close 
to having a nuclear weapon at one time, a 
man who has used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on his own people and in his neighbor-
hood. This is a man who hates America and 
hates our friends. This is a man who has de-
fied the United Nations 16 times. Sixteen 
times the United Nations has said, ‘‘Disarm 
like you said you were going to,’’ and 16 times 
he thumbs his nose. 

So I went to the United Nations. I said, 
‘‘I want you to succeed as a body. It’s impor-
tant for you to succeed, it seems like to me, 
when we face new threats to freedom, new 
threats to countries such as America. We 
want you to succeed. We want you to be an 
effective body. We don’t want you to be the 
League of Nations, an empty debating soci-
ety.’’ They have a choice to make as to wheth-
er or not they want the United Nations to 
be effective. We of course want them to be. 

Saddam Hussein has a choice to make. 
We’ve made it clear that nobody likes war; 
nobody likes what could happen during war. 
But for the sake of peace, Mr. Hussein, get 
rid of your weapons. You said you wouldn’t 
have them. Get rid of them. 

The other day the United States Congress 
stood strong and spoke with one voice. And 
here’s our message: If the United Nations 
is incapable of disarming Saddam Hussein 
and if Saddam Hussein will not disarm, then 
the United States, for the sake of peace, for 
the sake of freedom, the United States will 
lead a coalition of nations and disarm Sad-
dam Hussein. 

We have a chance—we have a chance be-
cause of what the enemy did to us to lead 
the world to peace. See, out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some incredible 
good, because this is a really strong nation. 
I don’t know what went through their mind, 
what they were thinking about when they at-
tacked America. They probably thought our 
national religion was materialism, that we 
were so self-absorbed and selfish that after 
September the 11th we might file a lawsuit 
or two. [Laughter] But they learned—they 
learned something about America, some-
thing you know and I know, that when it 
comes to the defense of our freedom, when 
it comes to fighting for things we hold dear, 
there’s nothing stopping this great Nation. 

No, we’re not only a great nation militarily; 
we’re a great nation, period. I want you to 
remind your youngsters that in the first the-
ater of the first war of the 21st century, we 
went into an impoverished country, Afghani-
stan, not to conquer anybody but to liberate 
people. We believe every life counts; every-
body is precious. We understand freedom is 
not American-given; it is God-given. And we 
believe in freedom for all people. 
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I believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some great good, starting 
with peace. Amidst all the talk of war, I have 
a vision for peace. I want America to be at 
peace. I want there to be peace in parts of 
the world that have given up on peace—
peace in the Middle East and peace in South 
Asia. 

No, if we remain strong, diligent, and fo-
cused as we rout out terror and deal with 
some of the world’s dictators that want to 
harm us or our friends with weapons of mass 
destruction, we can achieve peace and lasting 
peace. And here at home, we can have a bet-
ter America. 

Here at home, we have a chance to take 
an assessment of what’s important in life. A 
lot of people have done that. September the 
11th was a shock to our systems. A lot of 
people took a step back and said, ‘‘What is 
life all about? What can I do to help? What 
can I do to help fight evil?’’ And my answer 
is, do some good. If you want to fight evil, 
love your neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. 

There are people who hurt in America. 
Amongst our plenty, there are people who 
hurt. There’s addiction and loneliness and 
hopelessness. There are people, when you 
say, ‘‘American Dream,’’ they go, ‘‘I don’t un-
derstand what you mean.’’ So long as any of 
us hurt, we all hurt, as far as I’m concerned. 
But we’ve got to remember the limitations 
of Government. 

We’ve talked about ways Government can 
improve people’s lives. Government can 
hand out money, but Government can never 
put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That happens when 
a fellow citizen finds somebody who hurts, 
somebody in need, and puts their arm around 
them and says, ‘‘I love you, brother’’ or, ‘‘I 
love you, sister.’’ Part of the American spirit 
is not only to defend our freedoms, but part 
of the American spirit is to work to eradicate 
the problems that face our society, one heart, 
one soul, one person at a time. 

And it’s taking place here. Today I met 
John Wells, Jr., from right here from your—
right here from West Virginia. For 30 years 
he’s been active in youth organizations. He’s 
been involved in Boy Scouts. He worked for 
the YMCA. You see, if you want to change 

America, it doesn’t take much. Oh, you can 
mentor a child, which is a way to change 
America. You can help a shut-in. You can 
run a Girl Scout troop. You can do anything 
to help somebody realize their potential and 
that there’s love and there’s compassion in 
the world. 

The American spirit calls upon each of us 
to serve something greater than ourself in 
life. Perhaps the most vivid example of that 
spirit and why it’s alive and how it’s alive 
today happened on Flight 93. I’m sure you 
remember. People were flying across the 
country. They were told that their plane was 
being used as a weapon. They were on their 
cell phones. They told their loved ones they 
loved them and goodbye. They said a prayer. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They drove the 
plane into the ground to save life. They 
served something greater than themselves. 

No, the American spirit is alive and well. 
It’s strong, which allows me to boldly predict 
that out of the evil done to America is going 
to come a more peaceful world and a more 
hopeful America. And I say that with abso-
lute certainty, because America is the great-
est nation, full of the most decent people on 
the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for coming tonight. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:48 p.m. in the 
Coliseum at the Charleston Civic Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida 
operative suspected of helping to plan the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was cap-
tured in Karachi, Pakistan.

Remarks in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania 

November 1, 2002

Thank you, all. Thanks a lot. I’m glad I 
came. [Laughter] Thank you. Thank you for 
such a warm welcome. Thanks for getting up 
early, too. 

The American spirit is obviously alive and 
well here in Pennsylvania. It’s alive in our 
country, all across our country. It’s a spirit 
that says we love freedom. It’s a spirit that 
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says that we’re willing to serve something 
greater than ourself in life. It’s a spirit that 
says, when you live in America, you have a 
responsibility, and one of the main respon-
sibilities is to participate in the political proc-
ess. You have an obligation in democracy to 
vote. 

So I’m here to urge the good folks of Penn-
sylvania to do your duty. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re Republican or Democrat or 
could care less about political parties. You 
have an obligation as part of the citizenry of 
America to go to the polls and vote. And 
when you do, I’ve got a suggestion for you 
for Congress: George W. Gekas. 

How about putting it this way: Let’s win 
one for George W. [Laughter] I’m talking 
about both George W’s on the stage. 

Both George W’s married well, by the way. 
[Laughter] I appreciate Vangie Gekas for 
coming today. I’m proud that she’s working 
hard to see to it that the Congressman 
George W. goes back to the United States 
Congress. And Laura W. sends her best to 
George W. and Vangie—Laura W. being the 
great First Lady of America. 

I’m proud that your Governor is here with 
us today. Mark Schweiker has done a fine 
job on behalf of the citizens of Pennsylvania. 
As you may remember, he went from being 
the Lieutenant Governor to Governor when 
I asked somebody you trained really well to 
join me in Washington, DC, and that’s of 
course, your former Governor, and now my 
close adviser, my friend, a man who’s doing 
a great job for the American people, Tom 
Ridge. 

Ridge came in a long line of fine Repub-
lican Governors, and you have a chance to 
make sure that lineage is continued. You 
have a chance this Tuesday to make sure you 
put the right man in the Governor’s office. 
And, of course, that man is your current State 
attorney general, Mike Fisher. 

He’ll do a fine job on behalf of all the citi-
zens of Pennsylvania. He’ll represent not just 
one section of the State but the entire State. 
He’s got a good record. He’s got a good 
record in office, and he’s got a good record 
on the trail. I learned firsthand. After all, in 
the year 2000, he ran ahead of me by about 
half a million votes is all. [Laughter] This 
man can appeal to people from all walks of 

life. And so can the next Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of the State of Pennsylvania, State Sen-
ator Jane Earll. 

I want to thank Senator Arlen Specter for 
being here. I want to thank him for his serv-
ice to Pennsylvania. I want to thank him for 
working with me on a lot of big issues—no 
bigger issue than to make sure the Federal 
judiciary is staffed and full of fine, fine peo-
ple. The record of this Senate is a lousy 
record when it comes to the approval of 
judges that I name. We have a vacancy prob-
lem in America. We can’t get our judges 
through the United States Senate because 
there’s too much politics in Washington, DC. 

The current Senate distorts the record of 
good people I put up. I’m going to continue 
to name judges that are honorable and de-
cent and honest, judges who recognize their 
job is to interpret the Constitution, not to 
try to write new law. And I want to thank 
Senator Specter for being one of the leaders 
in the Senate to work with the administration 
to make sure our good judges get approved 
on a timely basis. One way to make sure our 
judges get approved on a timely basis is to 
change the leadership in the United States 
Senate. 

You’ve got some fine United States Con-
gressmen from Pennsylvania in Washington, 
all of whom I call friends and all of whom 
I work closely with on behalf of the American 
people. And I want to thank them for joining 
us today: Jim Greenwood, Bill Shuster, Don 
Sherwood, and Todd Platts. I appreciate 
they’re here to support their friend. They 
know both candidates in this race, and there’s 
no question in their mind—like there’s no 
question in my mind—that the right man for 
this congressional district and the right man 
for America is George W. Gekas. 

Not only am I here to urge you to vote, 
I’m here to urge you to get out the vote. 
See, there’s a lot of grassroots activists here 
who have made a tremendous difference in 
campaigns past, and I want to thank you for 
what you have done. But I’m here to thank 
you for what you’re going to do today and 
Saturday and Sunday and Monday and Tues-
day. And that is to turn out the vote, to get 
your friends to vote, to go to your houses 
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of worship, your community centers, the cof-
fee shops and tell people they have an obliga-
tion to vote, and they have the obligation to 
support somebody who’s honest and decent, 
somebody who’s represented this district 
since 1982, somebody who stands squarely 
with the President on key issues, and that 
somebody is George W. Gekas. 

I also want to thank the Middletown High 
band for coming today. It looks like I pro-
vided you a convenient excuse to miss class. 
[Laughter] I’ll try to keep my remarks short 
so you can get back to the library. [Laughter] 

George and I believe in the value of hard 
work and personal responsibility. We believe 
in—service to our community is incredibly 
important. We share a passion for education. 
I want to thank George and the other Mem-
bers of Congress up here for working hard 
on the education reform package we passed 
out of Washington, DC. 

First, this bill says that we’re going to chal-
lenge the soft bigotry of low expectations, be-
cause we believe every child can learn. And 
we must set high, high standards for every 
child in America. 

The bill says that we trust the people of 
Pennsylvania to chart the path to excellence 
in the public schools of Pennsylvania. People 
care more about the children who live in 
Pennsylvania than the bureaucrats in Wash-
ington, DC. So we strongly believe in local 
control of schools. 

Thanks to George’s hard work, we’re pass-
ing back $1.7 billion of Federal money to 
Pennsylvania schools to help every child 
learn. But for the first time, we’re now asking 
for accountability for those dollars. We want 
to know whether or not our children are 
learning to read and write and add and sub-
tract. I see some of the seniors here, glazing 
over, saying, ‘‘Oh, no. I hate tests.’’ Well, too 
bad. [Laughter] We want to know whether 
or not the dollars are well spent. In order 
to make sure no child gets left behind in 
Pennsylvania, we must have strong account-
ability measures. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
George shares with me our concern about 
our economy. Today, it looks like some more 
Americans are looking for work, and that’s 
a problem. Anytime somebody is looking for 
work and can’t find work means we’ve got 

a problem in America. We want our people 
to be able to put food on the table, to support 
their families. 

The foundation for growth is strong. Inter-
est rates are down. Inflation is low. Produc-
tivity is up. We’ve got the best workers in 
the world. We’ve got the best entrepreneurs 
in the world. We’ve got the best farmers and 
ranchers in the world. But we’ve got a prob-
lem when people can’t find a job. We’re kind 
of bumping along, and that’s not good 
enough. 

I need people in Congress who understand 
the role of Government. And that’s to create 
an environment in which the entrepreneur 
can flourish, in which the small business can 
grow to be a big business, in which the en-
gine for job growth, which is our small busi-
nesses, have a chance to survive and thrive 
in slow economic times. The best way to do 
so is to let people keep more of your own 
money. 

George and I know that if somebody has 
more money in their own pocket, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service in 
our marketplace, somebody is likely to 
produce the good or a service. And some-
body produces a good or service, it means 
somebody is more likely to find work. 

Be wary of those who say, ‘‘We must revisit 
the tax relief plan.’’ That’s Washington code 
word for, ‘‘We’re fixing to get back in your 
pockets.’’ [Laughter] During slow economic 
times, during times when we’re worried 
about somebody finding work, the best eco-
nomic stimulus is to let people keep more 
of their own money on a permanent basis. 

And George understands that. He also 
knows we need to get a terrorism insurance 
package out of Washington, DC, so the hard-
hats can go back to work. We’ve got too many 
construction programs on hold because they 
can’t find insurance, because of what the ter-
rorists did to us. It’s a proper role for the 
Federal Government to underwrite the ter-
rorism insurance. But this bill needs to keep 
the hardhats in mind. We need to make sure 
our hardhats get back to work and not reward 
the trial lawyers all around America. 

No, we’ve been through some tough times 
here in America. We had a recession for a 
while. And then the enemy hit us, and that 
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hurt our economy. Then something else 
came up. There was a lack of confidence in 
the system, because there were some of our 
fellow Americans who decided they were 
going to fudge the numbers. And we’re going 
to have the—reveal the whole truth in the 
corporate accounting practices. They didn’t 
understand that when you’re running a cor-
poration, you have a responsibility. You have 
a responsibility to shareholders. You have a 
responsibility to employees. 

I want to thank George Gekas and Arlen 
and the other Members of Congress for join-
ing me to pass a law which I proudly signed, 
which is the toughest corporate reform since 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was the President. 
Our message to those who believe they can 
fudge the books is: There is no easy money 
in America, only hard time if you don’t do 
your responsibilities. 

You need to send George back to Con-
gress. We’ve got a lot of work to do on behalf 
of the people of Pennsylvania. We’ve got to 
make sure our health care system works. We 
want our health care system to be accessible 
and affordable. One of the problems we have 
is, there’s too many lawsuits these days, law-
suits which make it hard for people to take 
their true cases into courts, because the 
courts are clogged, lawsuits which are run-
ning up the cost of medicine, lawsuits which 
are driving docs out of business. If you’re 
interested in accessible and affordable health 
care, you will join Representative Green-
wood, Gekas, and me in demanding that 
Congress pass medical liability reform on be-
half of America’s patients. 

And you’ll send somebody to Congress 
who understands we need to reform Medi-
care. Medicine has changed. Medicine is 
modern, and Medicare is stuck in the past. 
Medicare is old and tired, and it’s not doing 
its job. A modern Medicare system will in-
clude prescription drugs for our seniors, and 
George Gekas understands that. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we can work 
on. There’s no more important issue, though, 
is to protect you. That’s the most important 
issue, protect America, protect innocent life 
from the attacks of the killers. And they’re 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers. 
That’s all they are. They hate freedom. They 
don’t value life like we value life in America. 

You see, we think everybody is precious; ev-
erybody counts; everybody has got worth. 

That’s not what the killers think. See, they 
hijacked a great religion and murder in the 
name of that religion. And so we’ve got to 
do everything we can to protect the home-
land. We’ve got a man like George Gekas, 
who’s the chairman of the House Sub-
committee on Immigration and Border Con-
trol and Claims. Seems like to me it makes 
sense if your country is under attack to keep 
him in that important position. After all, one 
of his jobs is to make sure our border is se-
cure, that we know who’s coming in and 
who’s going out and what they’re bringing 
and whether or not what they’re bringing 
could hurt the American people. 

No, this issue on homeland defense is in-
credibly important if you’re a clear-eyed real-
ist. And I’m a clear-eyed realist. I’m not for-
getting the threats that we face. And there-
fore, I went to the Congress and said, ‘‘Let’s 
work together to come up with a plan to bet-
ter secure our homeland.’’ There’s a lot of 
good people working hard right now, a lot 
of people at the Federal level, the State level, 
and local level, a lot of good police officers 
and FBI agents, a lot of people running down 
every hint, every lead. 

Listen, if we think we’ve got something 
going on, we’re going to do something about 
it. We’re on alert. We understand the enemy. 
We understand their hatreds. We know they 
hate freedom. We know we love freedom, 
and we know we’re not going to change in 
our love for freedom. 

I want to thank the Members of the House 
here who joined me in supporting a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security which will work, 
which will make sense and works, so we can 
do our jobs, so we can enforce our borders, 
like George Gekas wants us to do. 

It got stuck in the Senate. Arlen Specter 
didn’t cause it to get stuck, I want you to 
know. It got stuck because some Senators 
want me to give up a power that every Presi-
dent since John F. Kennedy has had. See, 
every President since Kennedy has had the 
capacity to suspend collective bargaining 
rules in the name of national security, to sus-
pend rules that will inhibit us from doing our 
job, prevent us from putting the right people 
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at the right place at the right time to protect 
the American people. 

I’m not going to accept a lousy bill out 
of the United States Senate. I owe it to the 
people of this country to put in place a De-
partment of Homeland Security which will 
work and which will prevent the enemy from 
doing harm to the American people. I want 
to thank George Gekas for his support on 
putting forth a good homeland security bill. 

But the best way to secure our homeland, 
the best way to make sure you’re safe, the 
best way to make sure one of the first high 
school graduating classes ever to have the 
battleground here at home—to make sure 
that battleground is safe is to hunt these kill-
ers down, one person at a time, and bring 
them to justice. That’s what we have to do. 
See, therapy isn’t going to work. [Laughter] 
That’s not going to convince them. The only 
way to convince them is to keep that large 
coalition of freedom country—freedom-lov-
ing countries intact. And by the way, the doc-
trine still stands: Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with the enemy. 

And we’ll continue to lead these coali-
tions—this coalition and round them up one 
at a time. See, it’s a different kind of war. 
It’s a different kind of war we face. In the 
old days, you could destroy tanks or airplanes 
or boats and know you’re making progress. 
These are the kind of people who hide in 
caves and send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. They don’t care. 

Look at Bali, Indonesia. See, the world 
kind of said, ‘‘Well, maybe they’re not that 
dangerous.’’ And all of a sudden they go to 
Bali, Indonesia, and just over—in a minute’s 
time take innocent life after innocent life 
after innocent life. They don’t care, and so 
we’ve got to get them. And that’s exactly what 
we’re doing. 

The other day one old guy popped his 
head up. He was going to be the 20th hi-
jacker here in America. Thanks to our friends 
and allies and thanks to a great United States 
military, this guy is no longer a problem for 
America. And that’s the way it is going. We’ve 
hauled in over a couple of thousand of them; 
like number weren’t as lucky. In either case, 
they’re not a problem to the United States 
or our friends or allies. Slowly but surely, 

we’re going hunt them down. It doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes. 

And that’s why I went to the United States 
Congress—George Gekas supported me; the 
Members of the Congress up here supported 
me—to ask for the largest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the Presi-
dent. There’s two messages in that bill. One, 
anytime this country puts our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. 

And secondly, it doesn’t matter how long 
it takes to win this war on terror and to secure 
our freedom; we’re staying the course. 
There’s not a calendar on my desk that says, 
by such-and-such a time, Mr. President, 
you’ve got to haul it in. That’s just not the 
way I think. Our friends need to understand 
that we’re in this for the long haul. Our foes 
must understand we’re in this for the long 
haul. We owe it to our future; we owe it to 
our children to defend freedom no matter 
what the cost. And that’s exactly what we’re 
going to do. 

We also owe it to our future and our chil-
dren to see the world the way it really is, 
not the way some would hope it to be. You 
see, the world changed on September the 
11th, 2001. Not only is the battlefield come 
home, but two oceans no longer protect us 
from true threats. It used to be you could 
sit back, kind of relax, and say, ‘‘Well, there’s 
a problem overseas, and we can decide to 
deal with it or be involved with it if we want 
to, but we’re okay at home because the 
oceans protect us.’’

I want the youngsters here to understand 
that change is a profound change, and U.S. 
policy needs to change with it if we’re real-
istic and clear-eyed. And that’s why I’ve 
raised the issue on Iraq. That’s why I asked 
the United States Congress to think about 
this issue. That’s why I’ve asked the Amer-
ican people to think about this issue. That’s 
why I went to the U.N. to talk about this 
issue: Because in my judgment and the judg-
ment of a lot of people, Saddam Hussein is 
a serious threat to America; he’s a threat to 
our friends; he’s a threat to our allies. 

This is a man who has told the world for 
11 years he would not have weapons of mass 
destruction. This is a man who is close to 
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having a nuclear weapon. This is a man who 
has deceived the world. This is a man who 
not only has weapons of mass destruction; 
he has used weapons of mass destruction. He 
has used them on his neighbors, and incred-
ibly enough, he has used weapons of mass 
destruction on his own citizens. This is a dan-
gerous man who cannot stand America be-
cause of what we love. 

And so I went to the United Nations to 
remind this august body that they have a re-
sponsibility to help us keep the peace. I re-
minded them, for 11 years and 16 resolutions 
later, Saddam Hussein has defied every de-
cree and every resolution. I went because I 
want the United Nations to be successful, to 
help us keep the peace. The more people 
involved with peace, the more likely it is we’ll 
achieve peace. I went because I want the 
United Nations to be a strong body, not the 
League of Nations. I went to remind them 
that if their word is not kept, they will be-
come nothing but a debating society, unable 
to keep the peace. 

And so my message and the message of 
our United States Congress, including 
George Gekas, that spoke with one voice to 
the world is this: The United States will fulfill 
its obligations to peace; Saddam Hussein will 
disarm; if not, for the sake of peace, for the 
sake of securing the homeland, for the sake 
of protecting our friends and allies, the 
United States will lead a mighty coalition of 
freedom-loving nations and disarm Saddam 
Hussein. 

See, I can’t imagine what was going 
through the mind of this enemy when they 
hit us. They probably thought the national 
religion was materialism, that we were so 
selfish and so self-absorbed that after 9/11/
2001 this mighty nation would take a couple 
of steps back and file a lawsuit. [Laughter] 
They don’t understand America. They don’t 
understand the spirit of America. 

They don’t understand that when it comes 
to the defense of our freedoms, it doesn’t 
matter how long it takes; it doesn’t matter 
the cost. We will fulfill our obligations. This 
generation of Americans will do our duty to 
future generations of Americans by making 
the world a more peaceful place. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some great good. If we stay the 

course, if we remain plenty tough when we 
need to be tough, if we remember we go 
into countries never to conquer but only to 
liberate, like we did in Afghanistan—and 
you’ve got to remember, many young girls 
go to school for the first time in their lives 
thanks to the United States of America—as 
we keep in mind the values that are so impor-
tant, that freedom is not an American gift; 
freedom is God-given for everybody in the 
world—no, if we keep those principles close 
and steadfast in our purpose, we can achieve 
peace. I believe it. 

And not only can we achieve peace around 
the world; we can achieve a better America 
here at home. Government can help. I talked 
about laws that we can pass, Medicare reform 
and education. But you’ve got to remember 
there are pockets of hopelessness and despair 
in this country. There are people who hurt. 
They hurt on a daily basis. Many of their 
problems can only be helped when a fellow 
American puts their arm around them and 
says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help? 
How can I make your day a better day?’’

So my call to America, if you want to join 
in the fight against evil, is to do some good, 
is to love your neighbor just like you’d like 
to be loved yourself. We’ve got to remember 
that Government can help, and Government 
can hand out money, but it can’t put love 
in people’s hearts. It can’t put a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That’s done when 
neighbor loves neighbor and neighbor helps 
neighbor. My call to the high school students 
here is, help somebody in need. You see, the 
American spirit is more than just being a pa-
triot. It’s more than just being strong when 
it comes to the defense of our country. The 
American spirit means serving something 
greater than yourself in life, is helping people 
in need, is working to save America one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 

I met Nancy Fierer today. See, all of us 
can do something and be part of this great 
fabric and mosaic of compassion. Nancy 
Fierer came out to the airport today. She 
started the Susquehanna Service Dogs Pro-
gram that provides service dogs and hearing 
dogs to children and adults who have physical 
disabilities. See, she decided upon herself to 
make a difference. It’s the Nancy Fierers, 
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and I’m confident many of you here, who 
are changing America for the better. 

I want you to remember the story of Flight 
93. I particularly want the youngsters to re-
member that story. It’s the most profound 
story of recent history about people who 
served something greater than themselves, 
who captured that American experience—
American spirit that I’m defining for you 
today. 

These guys were flying across the airplane, 
guys and girls flying across the airplane—the 
country in an airplane. They heard the plane 
was going to be used as a weapon. Imagine. 
They were told on their cell phones by their 
loved ones. They made their determination 
that they must do something about it. They 
said goodbye, said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They said 
a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they 
took the airplane into the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves. They 
embodied the greatness of the American 
spirit, people willing to serve something 
greater than themselves so that lives would 
be better. 

There’s no question in my mind, and I will 
boldly predict that out of the evil done to 
America will come incredible good, because 
this is the finest nation, full of the most de-
cent, compassionate people on the face of 
the Earth. 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 a.m. at Harris-
burg International Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Evangeline ‘‘Vangie’’ Gekas, wife of Rep-
resentative George W. Gekas; Gov. Mark 
Schweiker of Pennsylvania; gubernatorial can-
didate Mike Fisher of Pennsylvania; Ramzi bin 
al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of help-
ing to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire 
November 1, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. Thanks for inviting me. Boy, am I 
glad I came. It’s good to be back. It’s good 
to be back with the good folks of New Hamp-

shire. I see a lot of familiar faces amongst 
the crowd. There’s one right there. [Laugh-
ter] We’ve got a lot of friends here. First of 
all, I’ve got to tell you, Laura—you drew the 
short straw. You got me instead of Laura. 
[Laughter] She sends her best as well. She’s 
doing fabulous. 

You may remember the story about her. 
She was a public school librarian when I 
asked her to marry me. She didn’t like poli-
tics. She didn’t like politicians. [Laughter] 
Thank goodness she said yes when I was 
there on bended knee. She has made a fabu-
lous First Lady for America. She sends her 
best to all the candidates running for office, 
and she urges you to do what I’m here to 
urge you to do, which is get out the vote. 

I want you to know that the American spir-
it is alive and well in America. And that’s 
the spirit that says it’s important for us to 
serve something greater than ourself. It’s the 
spirit that says, when it comes to the defense 
of our freedoms, we’ll be plenty tough. 

But part of defending our freedom means 
our citizens must exercise their duty. And on 
election day, the duty is to vote. My call here 
in New Hampshire is for all the citizens—
Republicans and Democrats, people who 
don’t give a hoot about political parties—to 
do your duty and vote. I’ve got a strong sug-
gestion: If you want to do what’s right for 
New Hampshire, if you want to do what’s 
right for America, vote for John Sununu for 
the United States Senate. 

I’ve seen him in action in the Congress. 
I know what he can do. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that he’d be the most effective 
voice for all the people of this State, for ev-
erybody who’s fortunate enough to live in 
New Hampshire. See, he’s the kind of fellow 
that doesn’t require a focus group—[laugh-
ter]—or a poll to tell him what to think. 

If I remember my days from New Hamp-
shire, that’s what you expect here in New 
Hampshire, somebody who tells you what’s 
on your mind, somebody who shares his phi-
losophy, somebody who doesn’t need to 
move around in the political winds depend-
ing upon what might be happening at a par-
ticular moment. No, the people of this State 
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want down-to-earth, plain-speaking Mem-
bers representing them, and that is exactly 
what John Sununu is. 

And like me, he married well. [Laughter] 
And like me, he picked a pretty good pair 
of parents. It’s good to see the old Governor 
behind stage. He’s still looking pretty spry 
for an old fellow. [Laughter] Don’t tell him 
I said that. [Laughter] 

I’m also honored to be here in strong sup-
port of the next United States Congressman 
from the First District, Jeb Bradley. Jeb is 
going to do a fine job. I look forward to work-
ing with him. I’m going to talk about some 
of the issues we need to work on. I don’t 
need to be worrying about the votes from 
the First District up there in Washington. 
I need a steady hand who represents the way 
the people of this State think, and that’s 
going to be Jeb Bradley. 

And in order to make sure the stage looked 
pretty, we invited the Congressman from the 
Second District here—[laughter]—Charlie 
Bass. I actually meant Lisa Bass. [Laughter] 
It’s good to be up here with Kitty and Lisa 
and all the patient women supporting these 
candidates for office and standing by them. 
It’s tough for a family to run for office. I 
understand that. But it requires good, strong 
women, in these guys’ cases, to carry them 
through, and they married well. I’m real 
proud of them. I appreciate their hard work, 
just like I’m proud of the next first lady for 
New Hampshire—the next first lady from 
New Hampshire, Denise Benson. 

I’ve known Craig for a while, and you’re 
about to pick a good one to be your Gov-
ernor, somebody who understands job cre-
ation, somebody who’s going to bring integ-
rity to the office, and somebody who isn’t 
going to overburden you with a bunch of 
taxes, and that’s Governor Craig Benson. 

And finally, I’ve got to mention my old 
buddy the senior Senator. That would be 
your Judd Gregg. He and Kathy are great 
friends of Laura and mine. We really like 
to be around them. He is a great United 
States Senator. And when we take over the 
Senate, we will be calling Judd Gregg ‘‘Mr. 
Chairman.’’

Electing John Sununu will help us change 
the leadership in the Senate. The people of 
New Hampshire who haven’t made up their 

mind yet must understand the practicalities 
involved in this election. There’s something 
very practical about having Judd Gregg be-
come the chairman of the Health and Edu-
cation and Labor and Pension Committee. 
It doesn’t matter whether you’re a Repub-
lican or Democrat or independent; it’s in 
your interest. It’s in your personal interest, 
and it’s in your State interest that you have 
one of your own be the chairman of one of 
the most vital committees in the United 
States Senate. And the election of John 
Sununu could easily elevate Judd Gregg to 
that position. 

Audience member. [Inaudible]—no war 
for oil——

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. What did he say? 
Audience members. We want Bush! We 

want Bush! We want Bush! 
The President. What did the guy say? 
We’ve got a lot of hurdles that we’ve got 

to cross here in America. But there’s no ques-
tion in my mind we can cross them. That’s 
what I want to talk to you about. Part of it 
depends on who you elect to the Senate; part 
of it elects upon the will and desire of the 
American people. 

One of the biggest hurdles we’ve got is 
to make sure people can find work. Anybody 
looking for a job can’t find a job means we’ve 
got a problem in America. We want people 
to be able to put food on the table. We want 
somebody who wants to provide, to be able 
to do so. And yet our economy is bumping 
along. 

I’m optimistic about our economy because, 
one, I understand this country is one of the 
finest countries on the face of the Earth. 
We’ve got great productivity amongst our 
workers. Interest rates are low. Inflation is 
low. The foundation for growth is great. 

But so long as anybody is trying to find 
work and can’t find it, we better have people 
in the Congress willing to work with the ad-
ministration to increase the job base. One 
of the most important things we can do to 
increase the job base is to stimulate small-
business growth. And one way to do so is 
to let people keep more of their own money. 

This is a—taxes are a cutting-edge issue 
in this campaign. You see, it reflects the dif-
ference of philosophy. If you understand if 
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people have more money in their pocket that 
they’re going to demand a good or a service. 
And when they demand a good or a service, 
somebody’s likely to produce the good or a 
service. And when somebody produces the 
good or a service, somebody is more likely 
to find work. 

The tax relief plan that John Sununu 
joined me on was not only good for people 
in New Hampshire, the citizens of New 
Hampshire, it’s good for the small business 
and entrepreneurs of New Hampshire, be-
cause most small businesses pay taxes at the 
individual income tax rates. The tax cut we 
passed came at the exact right time for Amer-
ica. 

Over the next 10 years, those tax cuts will 
mean $6.9 billion for the people of New 
Hampshire. That’s $6.9 billion for you to de-
cide what to do with your money. You hear 
these people saying, ‘‘Well, we better revisit 
the Tax Code—tax cuts.’’ Listen carefully for 
those words. That’s Washington, DC-speak 
for, ‘‘We’re fixing to go back into your pock-
et.’’ That’s what that means. 

If you’re interested in job creation, like I 
am and John is, if you’re interested in making 
sure people can find work, send somebody 
to Washington who will join me in making 
the tax cuts permanent. 

We need to get us a terrorism insurance 
bill moving out of the Congress. We had 
these—these attackers hurt us in many ways. 
They hurt our economy. And one way they 
hurt the economy—there’s a lot of big con-
struction projects which aren’t going forward. 
That’s because people can’t get insurance for 
terrorism. It means a lot of hardhats aren’t 
finding work. Millions of—thousands of peo-
ple; millions of dollars and thousands of peo-
ple—millions of dollars aren’t being invested, 
and thousands of people aren’t working. 

And so therefore, Congress needs to get 
this bill out, to my desk. I know I can count 
on John’s support. He’ll support a bill that 
I want and that you should want, that makes 
sure it rewards the hardhats of America, not 
the trial lawyers of America. 

No, we’ve been through some tough times 
in our economy, and we’ve still got a ways 
to go. Remember, we came out of a reces-
sion, and the enemy hit us. And it hurt our 

economy when they hit us, make no mistake 
about it. And we’re recovering from that. 

Then we had another little problem—not 
a little problem; it’s a big problem. We had 
some of our citizens think that they could 
fudge the numbers; some of our citizens for-
got their responsibilities when it comes to 
running a corporation. They forgot they were 
responsible to employees and to share-
holders. They forgot their duty as Americans. 
And I want to thank John Sununu for sup-
porting one of the most far-reaching cor-
porate reform bills since Franklin Roosevelt 
was the President. Our message, loud and 
clear, to the corporate wrongdoers is: There 
isn’t any easy money in America; there’s only 
jail time when we catch you fudging the 
books. No, we’ve got to work together to get 
this economy rolling. There’s no question in 
my mind, he’s the right person to send up 
to Washington to work with the administra-
tion to help the economy grow so people can 
find work. 

He’s also the right man to send over there 
to work on vital matters, such as education 
and health care. Medicare is stuck in the past. 
Medicare—medicine has changed. Medicare 
hasn’t. Medicine is becoming more modern 
through technologies and new discoveries. 
Medicare is stuck. It’s not changing. Send 
John Sununu to the Senate so we can mod-
ernize Medicare, which means a prescription 
drug benefit for our seniors. 

I also want to thank John and, of course, 
Judd and Charlie for working on the edu-
cation bill, which was a great education bill 
because it challenges the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. It raises the bar. It says we in 
America believe every child can learn. Inher-
ent in that bill is a strong belief in local con-
trol of schools. We trust your future Gov-
ernor and the people of New Hampshire to 
chart the path to excellence for every child 
in New Hampshire. We have sent $150 mil-
lion of Federal money to the schools this year 
in New Hampshire. But in return for that 
money, for the first time, we expect results. 
And I appreciate John Sununu’s advocacy of 
this important piece of legislation. 

I also know that when he becomes the 
Senator, I can count on him to make sure 
that our judiciary is full of judges who aren’t 
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there to write the law, but to strictly interpret 
the United States Constitution. 

There will be a lot of issues which we can 
work together on for the good of New Hamp-
shire and the good of America but no more 
important issue than making sure our home-
land is secure, that protecting the people of 
this country—that’s our most solemn duty 
now. And the reason why it’s ongoing is be-
cause there’s still an enemy that lurches 
around, which hates America. They hate 
America because of what we love. We love 
freedom, and we’re not changing. 

It’s important to be clear-eyed about the 
threats we face, and we face a threat. We 
must see the world, and you must have peo-
ple in Washington who see the world not the 
way we hope it would be but the way it is. 
We’re now on notice that America is a battle-
ground. And therefore, we’ve got to do every-
thing we can to protect you. And a lot of 
good people are doing just that, a lot of peo-
ple at the Federal level, the State level, and 
the local level running down any hint, any 
lead. Anytime somebody is thinking about 
something to do to America and we figure 
it out, we’re going to move on them. We’re 
going to absolutely do everything we can 
within the United States Constitution to pro-
tect the homeland of the American people. 

I felt we could do a better job of protecting 
the homeland by moving a lot of these agen-
cies involved with your protection into one 
Cabinet office. So I went to Congress and 
said, ‘‘Would you join me in creating a De-
partment of Homeland Security so that we 
can set as the number one priority for these 
agencies the protection of the homeland and, 
if need be, change cultures within agencies 
so that we can protect you.’’

And that’s what I asked them to do. I asked 
them quite a while ago. And the House of 
Representatives sanctioned the votes of Bass 
and Sununu, joined with the administration, 
and passed a really good bill. But it’s stuck 
in the Senate. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. It’s stuck in the Senate be-

cause some Senators, not Senator Gregg and 
future Senator Sununu but some Senators 
want to extract a price from this President 
that’s way too high. See, they want me to 
give up an important authority that every 

President since John Kennedy has had. And 
that’s the authority to suspend collective bar-
gaining rules in certain cases for the sake of 
national security. 

See, I need that capacity to be able to re-
spond to the threats we face. I need the abil-
ity to suspend some rules if the rules inhibit 
our capacity to protect you. Under the vision 
of some in the Senate, I would have that au-
thority for the Agriculture Department, but 
not for the Homeland Security Department. 
We are at war. The President—this President 
and future Presidents must have the ability 
to put the right people at the right place at 
the right time to protect America. And 
there’s no doubt in my mind that soon-to-
be-Senator Sununu supports me on this 
issue. 

We’ll do everything we can to protect you 
here at home, but the best way to protect 
our youngsters, the best way to defend our 
freedoms, is to find these killers no matter 
where they hide and bring them to justice. 
And that’s exactly what America is going to 
do. 

We passed a good defense bill. It’s the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. That bill 
should send two message. One is, anytime 
we put our troops into harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and the 
best possible equipment. 

And two, we’re sending a clear message 
to friend and foe alike that we’re in this deal 
for the long haul, that when it comes to the 
defense of our freedom, it doesn’t matter 
how long it takes. When it comes to making 
sure we fulfill our obligations as a generation 
for future generations of Americans, there’s 
no calendar on my desk that says by such-
and-such a date we’re pulling in. No. See, 
I don’t know what got in the enemy’s mind. 
They must have thought our national religion 
was materialism, that we were so selfish, so 
self-absorbed, so interested only in ourselves 
that after 9/11/2001, oh, we might have filed 
a lawsuit or two. They don’t know America 
like you and I know America. When it comes 
to the defense of our freedom, it doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes and how much it costs. 

And we’re making progress. Slowly but 
surely, we’re hauling them in. And we’ve got 
people still helping us. See, the doctrine that 



1921Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 1

says, ‘‘Either you’re with us or with the 
enemy’’—that still stands. I remind people 
of it all the time, because I understand the 
task ahead. In the old days, we destroyed 
tanks, airplanes, ships, and we made 
progress. These people don’t have tanks. 
They don’t have ships. They hide in caves. 
They send suiciders out. They’re willing to 
send youngsters out, and they, themselves, 
hide. That’s the kind of people we face. 

And so, therefore, we’ve got to be on them, 
got to get them on the run and keep them 
on the run. And we’re making progress. 
We’ve hauled in about 2,000 or more. And 
that’s good. And like number met their fate 
a different way—like number aren’t around. 
Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling this ter-
rorist network, thanks to one of the greatest 
militaries ever, the United States military. 

It’s going to take a while. It’s going to take 
a while to make America safe. It’s going to 
take a while to do everything we can to fulfill 
our responsibilities and protect you. The 
American people understand that; they un-
derstand it’s a new kind of war. They also 
understand there’s a new reality we face, and 
that’s important. The new reality is, oceans 
no longer protect us. After September the 
11th, 2001, every threat that might be emerg-
ing overseas we need to take seriously. In 
the old days we could sit back and say, ‘‘Well, 
there’s something emerging over there, and 
these oceans protect us, and we’re safe, and 
we can decide whether or not we want to 
be involved in that theater. We can decide 
if we really think it’s in our national interest, 
because our people aren’t threatened.’’

We have a new day here in America. It’s 
a sobering reality. It’s one that—you better 
make sure your elected officials are clear-
eyed about the threats that we face. And we 
face a threat in the form of Saddam Hussein 
in Iraq. Saddam Hussein is a man who has 
told the world he wouldn’t have weapons of 
mass destruction, and yet he deceived the 
world. He’s got them. 

Not only does he have them—remember, 
this is a guy who was a short while away from 
having a nuclear weapon. Then they disman-
tled it. Then he started deceiving the world 
again, and no telling how close he is to having 
one now. We know he’s got chemical weap-
ons, probably has biological weapons. 

But more significantly, we know he uses 
them. He uses them not only on his neigh-
bors; he uses them on his own people. That’s 
the nature of this man. We know he’s got 
ties with Al Qaida. A nightmare scenario, of 
course, is that he becomes the arsenal for 
a terrorist network, where they could attack 
America, and he’d leave no fingerprints be-
hind. He is a problem. 

I went to the United Nations a while ago 
because I wanted to remind them that they 
have a duty, it seems like to me, to bring 
the free nations together and call the man 
to account. After all, they passed resolution 
after resolution after resolution, 16 times that 
he’s defied. 

See, we want the United Nations to be 
successful. I believe it’s in our interests that 
freedom-loving countries come together and 
help defeat the new threats of the 21st cen-
tury. It’s in our national interest they do so. 
It’s in their interest they do so. 

So I went there and said, ‘‘Show us wheth-
er or not you can achieve what you’re sup-
posed to do. Show us whether or not you’ve 
got the backbone necessary to hold the man 
to account in the name of peace. Show us 
whether or not you’re going to be the United 
Nations or the League of Nations.’’

And my message to Saddam Hussein is just 
as clear: You said you would not have weap-
ons of mass destruction. In the name of 
peace, get rid of your weapons of mass de-
struction. But my message to America, and 
it’s supported by Republicans and Democrats 
alike: If the United Nations will not act, if 
Saddam Hussein will not disarm, in the name 
of peace and in the name of freedom, the 
United States of America will lead a coalition 
to disarm him. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some good. I believe that. I believe 
that because of the nature of our country. 
I believe that because of the American spirit. 
I know that we can achieve peace. I want 
you to assure your children that amongst all 
the talk that we can achieve a peaceful world. 
I believe it. If we remain strong and tough 
and determined, speak our mind clearly 
about good and evil, remember that freedom 
is not an American blessing, it’s God-given 
for everybody who lives in the world, if we 
remember that, we can achieve peace. 
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We can achieve peace here at home. We 
can achieve peace in the Middle East. We 
have a chance to lead the world to peace. 
I can—I see clearly a peaceful world. And 
I see a more compassionate tomorrow here 
at home. Out of the evil done to America, 
we can have a better America. 

You’ve got to remember, amongst our 
plenty are people who hurt, people who are 
lonely, people who are depressed, people 
who are addicted, people who say, ‘‘Amer-
ican Dream? What are you talking about? I 
don’t know what you’re talking about.’’

So long as any of us hurt, we all hurt, as 
far as I’m concerned. I’ve mentioned and 
told you that John and I will work together 
to do what Government can do. But what 
Government can’t do is put love in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 
That’s done when our fellow Americans put 
their arm around somebody who hurts and 
says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help you? 
How can I make your life better? How can 
I do my part of being American?’’

I met a guy out there at the airport today, 
Zack Dietrich, a 23-year-old fellow here in 
New Hampshire. He’s a member of 
AmeriCorps. He’s a guy who’s working to 
help people find work by helping them with 
job training. He’s a man who’s helping save 
lives by helping people have dignity in their 
lives when it comes to work. He has decided, 
at the age of 23, to help a neighbor in need. 
He’s decided to be a part of the army of com-
passion. He knows what I know, that through 
the great heart of America, we can change 
our country one soul, one person at a time. 

And that’s what’s happening. American 
spirit is more than just being a patriot. The 
American spirit is more than just being 
strong militarily so we can keep the peace 
and promote freedom. The American spirit 
understands that being a patriot in this coun-
try means serving something greater than 
yourself. And that spirit is alive and well 
today. 

It was certainly alive and well on Flight 
93. People flying across our country realized 
that their plane was going to be used as a 
weapon. They said goodbye. They said, ‘‘I 
love you.’’ They said a prayer, and ordinary 
citizens took the plane into the ground to 
serve something greater than themselves in 

life. They represented the absolute best of 
America. 

The American spirit is strong and alive 
today, which allows me to boldly predict that 
out of the evil done to America is going to 
come a more peaceful world. And out of the 
evil done to America is going to come a more 
hopeful tomorrow for everybody who lives 
in this country, because this is the finest 
country, full of the most decent, honorable, 
caring people on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. at Pease 
International Tradeport Airport. In his remarks, 
he referred to Congressman John E. Sununu’s 
parents, former Gov. John H. Sununu of New 
Hampshire and his wife, Nancy; Kitty Sununu, 
wife of Congressman Sununu; Lisa Bass, wife of 
Congressman Charles F. Bass; gubernatorial can-
didate Craig Benson and his wife, Denise Benson; 
Kathleen Gregg, wife of Senator Judd Gregg; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

October 26

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled from the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX, to Los Cabos, Mexico, where 
the President began his participation in the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum at the Las Ventanas al Paraiso Hotel. 

Later in the morning, at the Westin Regina 
hotel, the President met with Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan and President 
Kim Dae-jung of South Korea concerning 
the situation in North Korea. 

In the afternoon, at the Fiesta Americana 
Grand Hotel, the President participated in 
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APEC leaders’ meetings, a photo oppor-
tunity, and a meeting of the APEC Business 
Advisory Council. He also met with President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri of Indonesia con-
cerning the October 12 terrorist attack in 
Bali and cooperation against terrorism. He 
then participated in a meeting with Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
leaders. 

In the evening, at the Fiesta Americana 
Grand Hotel, the President and Mrs. Bush 
attended a dinner for APEC forum partici-
pants hosted by President Vicente Fox of 
Mexico. 

October 27
In the morning, at the Westin Regina 

hotel, the President and Mrs. Bush greeted 
U.S. Embassy personnel. 

Later in the morning, at the Las Ventanas 
al Paraiso Hotel, the President participated 
in APEC leaders’ meetings and then a photo 
opportunity. In the afternoon, he partici-
pated in the reading of the APEC Leaders’ 
Declaration and then a lunch for APEC 
forum participants. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Phoenix, AZ. 

October 28
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Alamogordo, NM. Upon arrival at Holloman 
Air Force Base, he met with 91-year-old 
Freedom Corps volunteer Ruth Berg. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Denver, CO. While en route aboard 
Air Force One, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva of Brazil, to congratulate him on his 
October 27 electoral victory. He also had 
telephone conversations with Bill Stoneman, 
vice president and general manager, Ana-
heim Angels Major League Baseball team, 
and Jackie Autry, widow of former Angels’ 
owner Gene Autry, to congratulate them on 
their team’s October 27 World Series victory. 
He also had a telephone conversation with 
Dallas Cowboys running back Emmitt Smith, 
to congratulate him for breaking the National 
Football League’s total yardage rushing 
record on October 27. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

October 29

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and then met with 
the National Security Council. He also had 
a telephone conversation with President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt to discuss the situa-
tions in the Middle East and Iraq. 

October 30

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. He then met with 
Hans Blix, executive chairman, United Na-
tions Monitoring Verification and Inspec-
tions Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mo-
hammed El Baradei, director-general, Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), to 
discuss plans for implementation of a pro-
posed UN Security Council resolution con-
cerning weapons inspections in Iraq. 

October 31

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Aberdeen, SD. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to South Bend, IN, and later to Charleston, 
WV. In the evening, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome His Majesty Sultan 
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei to Wash-
ington, DC, on December 16 to discuss bilat-
eral relations, including counterterrorism ef-
forts and trade. 

November 1

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Harrisburg, PA, where he met with volunteer 
Nancy Fierer, founder, Susquehanna Service 
Dogs Program, which provides service dogs 
to children and adults with disabilities. He 
then traveled to Portsmouth, NH, where he 
met with Americorps VISTA volunteer Zack 
Dietrich. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Louisville, KY, where he met with volunteer 
Ray Probus of the Jefferson County Police 
Department’s Volunteers in Police Service 
program. In the evening, he returned to 
Washington, DC.
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released October 26

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell on the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum in Los Cabos, 
Mexico 

Fact sheet: Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC): Overview and Background 

Fact sheet: APEC Leaders Meeting—Day 
One, U.S. Accomplishments 

Fact sheet: Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative 

Fact sheet: Secure Trade in the APEC Re-
gion (‘‘STAR’’) 

Fact sheet: Better Health Care for All Ameri-
cans 

Released October 27

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: APEC Leaders’ Retreat #1: 
Counterterrorism 

Fact sheet: APEC Leaders Meeting—Day 
Two, U.S. Accomplishments 

Released October 28

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Election 
of Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva as President of 
Brazil 

Released October 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Released October 30

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that on October 29 the President signed H.R. 
669, H.R. 670, H.R. 3034, H.R. 3738, H.R. 
3739, H.R. 3740, H.R. 4102, H.R. 4717, H.R. 
4755, H.R. 4794, H.R. 4797, and H.R. 4851

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 113, H.R. 
2486, H.R. 5647, S. 1270, S. 1339, S. 1646, 
and S. 2558

Fact sheet: President Bush Announces His 
Plan To Ensure Timely Consideration of Ju-
dicial Nominees 

Released October 31

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of 
Brunei 

Released November 1

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the earthquake in Campobasso, Italy

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved October 26

H.R. 5651 / Public Law 107–250
Medical Device User Fee and Modernization 
Act of 2002

S. 1533 / Public Law 107–251
Health Care Safety Net Amendments of 
2002 

Approved October 29

H.R. 3295 / Public Law 107–252
Help America Vote Act of 2002 
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H.R. 2486 / Public Law 107–253
Inland Flood Forecasting and Warning Sys-
tem Act of 2002

H.R. 5647 / Public Law 107–254
To authorize the duration of the base con-
tract of the Navy-Marine Corps Intranet con-
tract to be more than five years but not more 
than seven years 

H.J. Res. 113 / Public Law 107–255
Recognizing the contributions of Patsy 
Takemoto Mink 

S. 1227 / Public Law 107–256
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area Study 
Act 

S. 1270 / Public Law 107–257
To designate the United States courthouse 
to be constructed at 8th Avenue and Mill 
Street in Eugene, Oregon, as the ‘‘Wayne 
Lyman Morse United States Courthouse’’

S. 1339 / Public Law 107–258
Persian Gulf War POW/MIA Accountability 
Act of 2002

S. 1646 / Public Law 107–259
To identify certain routes in the States of 
Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, and New Mex-
ico as part of the Ports-to-Plains Corridor, 
a high priority corridor on the National High-
way System 

S. 2558 / Public Law 107–260
Benign Brain Tumor Cancer Registries 
Amendment Act 

Approved October 30

H.R. 669 / Public Law 107–261
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 127 Social Street 
in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, as the ‘‘Al-
phonse F. Auclair Post Office Building’’

H.R. 670 / Public Law 107–262
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 7 Commercial 
Street in Newport, Rhode Island, as the 
‘‘Bruce F. Cotta Post Office Building’’

H.R. 3034 / Public Law 107–263
To redesignate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 89 River 

Street in Hoboken, New Jersey, as the 
‘‘Frank Sinatra Post Office Building’’

H.R. 3738 / Public Law 107–264
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1299 North 7th 
Street in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the 
‘‘Herbert Arlene Post Office Building’’

H.R. 3739 / Public Law 107–265
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 6150 North Broad 
Street in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the 
‘‘Rev. Leon Sullivan Post Office Building’’

H.R. 3740 / Public Law 107–266
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 925 Dickinson 
Street in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the 
‘‘William A. Cibotti Post Office Building’’

H.R. 4102 / Public Law 107–267
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 120 North Maine 
Street in Fallon, Nevada, as the ‘‘Rollan D. 
Melton Post Office Building’’

H.R. 4717 / Public Law 107–268
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1199 Pasadena Bou-
levard in Pasadena, Texas, as the ‘‘Jim 
Fonteno Post Office Building’’

H.R. 4755 / Public Law 107–269
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 204 South Broad 
Street in Lancaster, Ohio, as the ‘‘Clarence 
Miller Post Office Building’’

H.R. 4794 / Public Law 107–270
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1895 Avenida Del 
Oro in Oceanside, California, as the ‘‘Ronald 
C. Packard Post Office Building’’

H.R. 4797 / Public Law 107–271
To redesignate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 265 South 
Western Avenue, Los Angeles, California, as 
the ‘‘Nat King Cole Post Office’’

H.R. 4851 / Public Law 107–272
To redesignate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 6910 South 
Yorktown Avenue in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the 
‘‘Robert Wayne Jenkins Station’’ 


